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ENGINE ON. 
RADIO OFF. 


The best music in a WRX STI doesn't come from its radio. 

It comes from the 305 horsepower, direct-injection 2.5L 
SUBARU BOXER® engine, with 290 Ib-ft of torque. It comes 
from the throttle response. And it comes from the quad 
exhaust. And it might just become your new favourite song. 
Learn more at subaru.ca/WRX. 


® Subaru, WRX STI, and SUBARU BOXER are registered trademarks. 
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TEENAGE DREAM 

Is this Connor McDavid at 
his flashiest? We’ll find out 
when he debuts in October. 


M n Inside The War Room 

How do suspensions happen? THN 
infiltrates the NHL player safety department 
to learn the entire punishment process 

By Matt Larkin 

M Q Jakub Voracek 

A A big reason why the star Flyer 
flourishes in Philly is the unbreakable bond 
he formed with his junior billet family 

By Jason Buckland 

M Q Burning Questions 

A Can McDavid meet the hype? Will 
Phil thrill in Steeltown? We tackle ID tough 
debates for the 2015-16 season 

By THN Staff & Contributors 

Beach Bodies 

Players finish every campaign 
shrunken and worn out. The off-season is 
their time to recover and pack on muscle 

By Ronnie Shuker 


NHL Team 
Previews 


The need-to-knowfor 
all 30 clubs, with depth 
charts, possession 
metrics, analysis and 
who you want to take to 
WAR. Plus our pick for 
the Stanley Cup 

By THN Staff 
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04 Editor’s Notebook 

Sidney Crosby has lost his title as 
undisputed No. 1. Can he reclaim it? 


06 Inside Hockey 

One of the game’s legends leave us. 
We say goodbye to the great Al Arbour 


64 Strange But True 

Jack McCartan was an overnight success. 
But his Broadway run was very short-lived 
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From Maize & Blue to Bleu, Blanc et Rouge 
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EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK with jason kay 



Crosby was just one of 
the best last year. Is that 
a sign of things to come or 
will he reclaim his throne? 


WILL THE 
‘KID’ BE 


ALRIGHT? 



I F YOU READ OUR 2015-16 YEARBOOK (and if you didn't, what are you 
waiting for?), you would have noticed we anointed Carey Price the 
No. 1 player in the NHL. In a sense, it was by default. It's not that 
Price didn't earn the honor. He was heroic. But it also speaks to the 
state of the game that the only player to truly separate himself from 
the herd was a goalie. The parity among hockey's very best players 
is razor thin. And that well-balanced cohort includes Sidney Crosby. 

The now 28-year-old 'Kid' was merely one of the best in 2014-15. 
Sure, if he'd played all 82 games instead of 77, he probably would have 
edged lamie Benn for the scoring title. But Crosby's 1.09 points per 
game was the lowest mark of his career by a considerable margin. His 
second "worst" output was the 1.26 he registered in his rookie cam- 
paign. In 2013-14, he trampled the field en route to the Art Ross, a 
clear 17 points ahead of his closest competitor. 

He and the Penguins went out with a whimper against the Rangers 
in the playoffs, losing in five and managing just one goal in each of 
their defeats. He ended the season positively, joining the Triple Gold 
Club by winning a World Championship - to go along with his Stanley 
Cup ring and his Olympics triumph - but saw players such as Jason 
Spezza and Taylor Hall earn individual honors ahead of him in Prague. 

Now, with Phil Kessel likely to start the season on his right side, eyes 
will be focused just as squarely on Crosby as they will be on his new 
sharp-shooting linemate. While we ask the question in our cover story 
about what to expect from Kessel (see pg. 22), an equally relevant 
question is: where is Crosby now in his career arc? Will he reclaim the 
title as undisputed best player in hockey or are we in a watershed pe- 
riod, waiting for an heir to ascend the throne? The gut says it would be 
foolish to bet against Crosby. Elevation In The Face of Adversity would 
be his middle name, if it weren't Patrick. 

In Memoriam. The team at The Hockey News sends its deepest 
condolences to the family of David Bean. David was a copy editor and 
graphic designer for THN during much of the 1990s. 'The Beaner' had 
a sharp mind, an uncanny recall for trivia and was meticulous in his 
work. More than that, he had a gentle soul. David died tragically young, 
in a car accident on Aug. 26. He was 51. 
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With hard work. And smart work. The 2015 Ram EcoDiesel is more fuel-efficient 
than F-150 EcoBoost* Thanks in part to innovations like an 8-speed automatic transmission 
and an available class-exclusive Active-Lever Four-Corner Air Suspension with aero mode.' 
The Active-Level " Four-Corner Air Suspension automatically lowers the truck at highway speed, 
helping to maximize aerodynamics for enhanced handling and fuel efficiency. Just another 
reason why Ram has the highest customer loyalty of any full-size pickupf 
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*Basecl on a comparison of 2015 EnerGuide highway fuel consumption ratings for 2015 Ram 15004x2 with 3.0L EcoDiesel HFE V6 and 8-speed automatic (upto35MPG highway) and 2015 Ford F-150 4x2 EcoBoost V6 6-speed automatic (up to 31 MPG highway). 'Based on 2QU Automotive News 
Full-Size Pickup segmentation. Optional feature available. ^Based on third-party Canadian competitive ‘trade-in’ data for MY2008 to MY2013 new full-size pickups. 'When properly equipped. ''Based on longevity of entire Ram large pickup segment compared to all competitive large pickups on 
the road since 1988. Longevity based on IMS Automotive: Polk Canadian Vehicles in Operation data as of July 1, 2013, for model years 1988-2013 for all large pickups sold and available in Canada overthe last 26 years. 













FOREVER ON 
HOCKEY’S RHOHR 

The game will sorely miss Al Arbour, 
the legendary players’ coach who 
rnasterminded a Long Island dynasty 

WSUkSj BY STAN FISCHLER 


AL RADAR’ ARDOUR PASSED 

away Aug. 28 at age 82 after 
a long battle with Parkin- 
son’s disease and dementia, 
□n that sad day I was reminded 
of my first chat with him. It took 
place in Detroit’s old Leland 
Hotel in 1961, several hours 
after the defenseman’s Chicago 
Black Hawks won their first 
Stanley Cup since 1938, beat- 
ing the Red Wings. Al, Toronto’s 


Hall of Fame goaltender Turk 
Broda and I were the last to oc- 
cupy what passed for the press 
room. Al wore his spectacles, 
which were rare for players at 
the time and earned him the 
name 'Radar.’ 

I’d seen Al play plenty and 
always was impressed with his 
steady, savvy performances, 
especially since he was carried 
as a spare backliner plugged 


WELL-LOVED COACH 

Arbour was studious and 
intense, but was widely admired 
for his dignity and grace. 


in for emergencies. At 3 a.m. in 
the Leland there didn’t seem to 
be much to talk about anymore, 
but Al was loquacious and 
funny. He never seemed to tire 
of telling hockey stories. 

Little did I realize it at the 
time, but those ingredients 
that blended amiability with 
perception and a healthy dose 
of toughness were the same el- 
ements that would characterize 
Arbour as the greatest coach 
I ever observed, and I started 
watching hockey at Madison 
Square Garden in 1939. Sure, 
Scotty Bowman won more 
games, but being the ultimate 
in coaching also included a hu- 
man quality Al possessed over 
them all. “It was Al’s personal- 
ity that made him so terrific,” 


Glenn 'Chico’ Resch once told 
me, “as much as his brains. 
Radar had a way with players 
that made you want to play for 
him. In a sense, he was like your 
favorite uncle.” 

I started broadcasting New 
York Islanders games on TV in 
1975, the year Arbour steered 
his club into the playoffs for 
the first time. From there the 
Isles’ ascent was steep but 
riddled with missteps, such as 
the 1978 playoff loss to Toronto 
and 1979 upset to the Rang- 
ers. Through it all Al tasted the 
sweet uses of adversity and 
converted them into America’s 
first dynastic team. 

Few hockey people have 
been as close to Arbour as Jim 
Devellano. The Red Wings se- 
nior vice-president met Arbour 
when both worked for the St. 
Louis Blues in 1968. “One of 
the first things I noticed about 
Al was how studious he was in 
relation to the game,” Devellano 
said. “It didn’t take me long to 
figure out why. 

“All you had to do is list the 
top hockey guys who Al played 
for at one time or another. Jack 
Adams and Jimmy Skinner in 
Detroit, Tommy Ivan in Chicago, 
Punch Imlach in Toronto and 
Scotty Bowman in St. Louis. I’m 
talking about all Stanley Cup 
winners. What Al did was take 
the best of each one and use it 
in his repertoire while discard- 
ing the bad parts.” 

Arbour’s genius often was 
revealed, like the time it ap- 
peared the Penguins would 
pull off a playoff miracle and 
Al called a timeout to give Billy 
Smith a rest. That brief respite 
allowed the Isles to regroup, 
after which his club rebounded, 
tied the game and won it on 
John Tonelli’s sudden-death 
winner that led to yet another 
championship. “No coach ever 
was funnier than Al,” Resch said, 
“nor smarter.” 

Nor, I might add, more 
absent-minded. Dn a night when 
his club lost and Radar finished 
his media scrum, he bolted for 
his car and drove home only to 
realize as he reached the drive- 
way something was missing: his 
wife. Al had left Claire outside 
the dressing room and drove all 
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the way back to Nassau Coli- 
seum to retrieve his beloved but 
very understanding wife. 

Another time, heading for 
a road game, he drove to the 
airport in Suffolk County and 
reached for the card that would 
activate the airport gate. When 
the card failed to function, Al 
got out of his auto and lifted 
the gate himself. Uh-Oh! He 
forgot to take the vehicle out 
of gear, and it promptly began 
driving itself through the airport 
with him in hot pursuit. By the 
time Arbour reached his car, it 
had pinballed off a few planes 
in a scene even Looney Tunes 
couldn’t choreograph. 

There was nothing absent- 
minded about Arbour’s original 
choice to reject CM Bill Torrey’s 
invitation to coach the Islanders. 
Never having visited Nassau 
nor Suffolk County, Al and Claire 
labored underthe misapprehen- 
sion the “New York” on the Isles 
logo was more like Manhattan 
than Mineola, and the Arbours 
wanted no part of living in the 
shadow of skyscrapers. “Before 
accepting Al’s rejection,” Tor- 
rey said, “I wanted him to see 
first-hand what the Island was 
all about. When he got a good 
look at the homes, the beaches 
and the golf courses, among 
many of Long Island’s assets, 
he decided to sign with us. They 
were among the best moves I 
ever made: first the sightsee- 
ing tour, and then getting Al to 
coach our team.” 

As amusing as Arbour could 
be, he was also intense. Never 
was that intensity so severely 
felt than during and after the 
four-game 19B3 sweep of 
Edmonton for a fourth straight 
Cup. The rivalry versus Gretzky- 
Messier, Inc. was so bitter that, 
in the end, it felt more like a 
seven-game series than a rout. 

A few days later, owner John 
Pickett threw a victory party 
under tents and in a torrential 
downpour at a posh Long Island 
country club. It was bittersweet, 
as Al was not there to share in 
the glorious moment. He was 
hospitalized for the nervous 
tension he suffered during the 
long playoff run. 

My other recollection is the 
manner in which Al’s down- 


to-earth personality affected 
his players. There was a ton of 
egos in that Hall of Fame room, 
running the gamut from Bat- 
tlin’ Billy Smith to Bob Bourne 
to Clark Gillies through to the 
Denis Potvin-Mike Bossy-Bryan 
Trottier core. But the Islanders 
were a reflection of their coach: 
never boisterous, never betray- 
ing any braggadocio. They won 
theirtitles with dignity and 
graciousness. “He made sure 
Potvin played defense first 
before his natural instinct to 
score,” Resch said. “He turned 
Bossy into a backchecker when 
no one thought that feat pos- 
sible. He made every one of his 
skaters a better player. That’s 
quite a trick.” 

I’ll never forget the 19B4 
failure of the Drive for Five. 

The Isles faced elimination in 
Edmonton, and Bourne pleaded 
with Al to put him back in the 
lineup despite a badly damaged 
knee that had the fleet forward 
scratched throughout. Sure, 
Bourne could have helped, but 
Arbour knew such a move would 
be career-threatening. Dver his 
player’s complaints, Al did the 
right thing and vetoed the wish. 

Arbour was always great 
at extracting the best out of a 
player. Dne example is the man- 
ner in which he took19B4 U.S. 
Dlympian Pat LaFontaine and 
crafted the center’s game into 
a Hall of Fame career. “If Al was 
anything to us besides being a 
marvelous coach,” LaFontaine 
said, “it was our father figure. 

I found that his lessons, his 
mentoring, his teachings to be 
timeless. That’s why his status 
in our game is legendary.” 

Kudos for Al could be infinite. 
Suffice to say not even the 
enormously successful Bow- 
man ever could lay claim to one 
of - if not the - greatest accom- 
plishment of any NHL coach. It 
was Arbour who orchestrated 
19 consecutive playoff series 
victories during the four-Cup- 
plus run from 19BD through 
19B4. No other coach will ever 
be able to make that statement. 
Never. Ever. 

Forever, Al Arbour will be 
remembered as champion, su- 
preme mentor and, most of all, 
a wonderful human being. C3 


A LIFE IN HOCKEY 

Al Arbour played and coached in 2,233 NHL games, B2B as a defenseman 
in Detroit, Chicago, Toronto and St. Louis, and 1B07 behind the bench of the 
Blues and Islanders. His tale - four Cups, the 1979 Jack Adams, Hall of Fame 
in 199B - is legendary. But sometimes a story is told best through the lens. 



1960s 
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By Charlie Teljeur 


BOOK REVIEW 
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In The CARDS 

TRADING CARD CDMPANIES HAVE made plenty of errors on hockey 
cards: misspelled names, incorrect stats and wrong photos. But this 
gaffe 40 years ago trumps them all. In the hockey card sets issued by 
Topps and O-Pee-Chee during the 1974-75 season, Montreal Cana- 
dians center Jacques Lemaire is erroneously pictured as a member of 
the Buffalo Sabres - a team he never played for. A close-up photo had 
been doctored, with Sabres colors painted over Lemaire’s Canadians 
jersey. It was speculated Lemaire would be dealt to the Sabres, so card 
companies responded in kind, albeit a bit prematurely. 

BY SAL BARRY DF PUCKJUNK.CDM 



OLD IS 
GOLD 

McFarlane’s latest book 
chronicles hockey’s 
diamonds in the rough 

AT FIRST GLANCE, THERE 

seems to be no rhyme or 
reason to the subjects 
picked by Brian McFarlane 
for his new book. Golden 
Oldies: Stories of Hockey’s 
Heroes. McFarlane, hockey’s 
most revered historian and 
a former Hockey Night in 
Canada host, has selected 
22 personalities that run the 
gamut - from superstars of 
hockey’s early days such as 
Sprague Cleghorn, to minor- 
league legend Len Thomson, 
to 194B Clympic hero Patsy 
Guzzo, to complete charac- 
ters like Eddie Shack. The 
common thread connecting 
them all is that they have 
fascinating stories to tell. 

And tell them they do. 
Much of Golden Oldies is in 
the players’ own unedited 
words. We learn of player- 
turned-broadcaster Mike 
Robitaille’s legal battle with 
the Vancouver Canucks. 

WHA star Andre Lacroix re- 
counts his uncanny ability to 
negotiate his own contracts. 
A longtime coach talks about 
a game played on a tiny ice 
rink inside a Paris nightclub. 
There’s no shortage of the 
strange or the surprising 
throughout the 23S-page 
book. - SAL BARRY 
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TRADING CARD 
EXPLOSION 

Twenty-five years ago, licensing rights 
for hockey cards were a contentious 
issue during the players’ strike 


I T IS HARD TO IMAGINE A TIME 

when people would line up 
outside a store to buy new 
hockey cards, especially to 
those who have never been col- 
lectors. It’s also hard to fathom 
something seemingly as trivial 
as trading cards would become 
one of the main factors in a 
players’ strike. 

Hockey cards hit the big-time 
by 1990, evolving from fun col- 
lectible keepsake to valuable 
investment commodity. In 1982, 
Dale Weselowski, owner of Ab 
D. Cards in Calgary, sold Wayne 
Gretzky’s 1979-80 D-Pee-Chee 
rookie cards for $1.50 each. 

By 1990, he was getting $500. 
“Everybody and his dog started 
collecting hockey cards,” 
Weselowski said. “When Upper 
Deck hockey cards first came 
out in 1990, we had people lined 
up outside our door, waiting for 
our store to open.” 

Established players Topps 
and 0-Pee-Chee were joined by 
Score, Pro Set and Upper Deck 
for the 1990-91 season. Those 
three companies modernized 
cards, with full-color printing 
on both sides, higher-quality 
cardstock, better photography, 
larger sets and wider player 
selections, including cards of 
recent draft picks and players 
who debuted that year. “These 
improvements brought a new 
generation into collecting 
cards, as well as bringing back 
adults who collected during 
their youth,” said Grant Sand- 
ground, director of product 
development for Upper Deck. 

“It really cemented hockey as 
one of the four major sports in 
collectors’ minds.” 


The new cards were well 
received not only for their aes- 
thetic improvements. Specula- 
tors stockpiled rookie cards 
of players like Sergei Fedorov, 
Jaromir Jagr and Jeremy 
Roenick, hoping their first cards 
would one day match Gretzky’s 
rookie card in value. To keep up 
with the demand, companies 
produced cards like a license 
to print money during the 
199D-91 and 1991-92 seasons. 
Suddenly, royalties were worth 
fighting over, swelling to $16 
million per year. “Trading cards 
in the early 199Ds was a really 
big business,” said Adam Larry, 
director of licensing for the NHL 
Players’ Association. “It brought 
in not just collectors but inves- 
tors. When there’s demand for 
a product, you will see more 
companies get into it.” 

According to reports 
published in 1992, the NHLPA 
received $11 million of the $18 
million in royalties generated by 
cards that year. NHL team own- 
ers wanted a bigger share of 
that revenue, which the players 
weren’t willing to concede. By 
comparison, the NHL made only 
$5.5 million on their TV deal in 
the U.S. forthe 1991-92 season. 

Playoff revenue and free 
agency rules also contributed 
to the player strike in April 1992, 
but it was the disagreement 
over trading cards that really 
stalled negotiations. It wasn’t 
just the money, either, but the 
question of who owned the 
players’ likeness rights - the 
players or the league - when 
licensing new merchandise. 
After ID days, the NHL and the 
NHLPA came to an agreement. 







with the players keeping their 
share of the trading card royal- 
ties and gaining greater control 
over their likeness rights. 

The following year, the NHL 
addressed the glut of cards in 
the marketplace and limited 
companies to making two sets 
each. When the 1994-95 
lockout rolled around, one de- 
mand the players made was to 
increase the number of sets per 
licensee. As a result, companies 
were again allowed to produce 
more than two sets, including 
higher-priced, premium prod- 
ucts similar to what was in the 
baseball card marketplace. 

Today, not everyone - or their 
dog, for that matter - collects 
hockey cards. And rookie cards 
from the 199Ds never did reach 


FAT CATS FATTEN COFFERS 

Cards were a big deal in the early 
’9Ds, and the NHL wanted to get 
a bigger slice of the NHLPA’s pie. 

Gretzky-like values. But there’s 
no shortage of products to 
appease today’s fan. “Licens- 
ing is huge now in hockey,” said 
Rand Simon, a player agent with 
Newport Sports Management, 
Inc., and former editor of The 
Hockey News and Collectors 
World, which covered the card 
market. “Trading cards are just 
a small part of it now. Video 
games are probably the single- 
biggest item today. If the Play- 
ers’ Association didn’t fight for 
likeness rights then, who knows 
where all of this would have 
ended up.” -SAL BARRY 
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RETURN OF 
THE GOON 

Time to drop the gloves. ..again. The 
blood bath is back, but so is a new 
style as Goon get sequel treatment 


hard in this one ” Baruchel said. 
“We went pretty hard in the first 
one. But there will be nothing 
like this one.” 

The sequel reunites the 
fictional Halifax Highlanders, 
who are facing a new host of 
problems, both on and off the 
ice, as they look to return to the 
playoffs. Those problems are 
exacerbated by a pro hockey 
lockout that has relegated sev- 
eral elite players to the Eastern 


THERE CAN ONLY BE ONE. 

□r maybe two, as the fictional 
Highlanders of Halifax return 
forthe Goon sequel, in 2016. 


Maritime Hockey League. So in 
addition to some unforeseen 
challenges in their personal 
lives, the Highlanders are facing 
the stiffest level of competi- 
tion in their careers. To boot, 
the team’s two leaders, Glatt 
(Scott) and Xavier LaFlamme 
(Marc-Andre Grondin), are no 
longer in the prime of their 
careers and have to fight tooth, 
nail - and maybe another 
tooth here and there - just to 
maintain their status as pro 
players. “In between the first 
and the second movie, we really 
see the evolution of a hockey 
player’s life. ..the pressures of 
hope, money and everything.” 
Grondin said. “Then it’s getting 
older in the league and realizing 
you aren’t the young, hot player 
anymore, and they aren’t the 
strongest and the fastest. It’s 
really intelligent. It’s a beauti- 
ful script. I think the second 
one is stronger and is going to 
resonate a lot with the players 
and fans.” 

If there’s any one major dif- 
ference you can expect to see 
in the sequel, it’s the way the 
film will make its fights look. 
“The choreography in this film 
is quite a bit different than the 
first film,” said George Tchortov, 


O NE OF THE HOTTEST ISSUES IN 

hockey the past few 
years is how the physical 
elements of the game, 
particularly fighting, have 
steadily diminished. It’s in this 
spirit that the long-awaited 
sequel to the 2011 breakout 
hit Goon has begun filming in 
Toronto, Barrie and Hamilton, 
□nt., this summer. 

Goon: Last of the Enforc- 
ers, starring Seann William 
Scott, Liev Schreiber and Jay 
Baruchel, is scheduled to be re- 
leased in theatres in 201B. “This 
is about an age that’s drawing 
to a close,” Baruchel said. “It’s 
a role, the goon, that’s going 
out of fashion. It was the stuff 
of talking heads when we made 
the first movie, about whether 
or not these guys have a place 
and how much of a place they 


should have. This is even more 
so now. It’s timed out perfectly 
to what we wanted to say about 
Doug’s (Seann William Scott) 
career. If we do our jobs telling 
the story right, then Doug is the 
prototype and represents a by- 
gone era. He’s the last cowboy 
during The Depression, sort 
of thing. That’s the goal of the 
story we’re trying to tell.” 

Baruchel, who will appear on- 
screen again as Pat, is directing 
his first feature film. He grew 
up a Montreal Canadians fan, 
worshipping enforcers Chris 
Nilan and John Kordic, and will 
use his insights as a hockey 
fanatic to provide intelligent 
commentary on how the goon’s 
role has diminished in the 
modern game. But Goon 2 still 
promises more than its share of 
rough play. “We go pretty f— ing 


WE WENT PREHY HARD IN THE 
HAST ONE. BUT THERE WILL BE 

NOTHING LIKE THIS ONE - Jay Baruchel 



10|THE HOCKEY NEWS - SEASON PREVIEW 


GOON 2 CAST: JAY BARUCHEL; GOON SCREENCAP: EONE FILMS CANADA 



WILLIAM SCOTT: SPORTSNET; CUTHBERT: DAVE SANDFORD/NHLI VIA GETTY IMAGES 


INSIDE HOCKEY 




who returns in his role as Evge- 
ni, one of the Highlanders’ two 
Russian players. “In the first 
film, it was really back and forth, 
guys just unloading on each 
other with a lot of testosterone. 
In this one, the fights are a bit 
more dynamic and cinematic. 
The first film was very true to a 


hockey fight. This one is a little 
more stylized. It highlights and 
accents that extra little bit that 
maybe wasn’t in the first one. 
The fights are really stylized, 
and they look really sharp.” 

Adding to the sharpness of 
how Goon 2 will look is the extra 
efforts the film is making to 


utilize as many genuine hockey 
minds as possible. 

In addition to importing 
hockey trainers to help script 
the on-ice scenes, the film will 
also have a pair of notable cam- 
eos from Tyler Seguin of the 
Dallas Stars and Michael Del 
Zotto of the Philadelphia Flyers 


SHOOTING STARS 

Seguin, right, teams with Del 
Zotto to try and take down Scott. 
They’ll likely need some luck. 


as members of the St. John’s 
Shamrocks. It will also feature 
several current and former 
major junior players skating 
as extras and stunt doubles, 
including the son of Hall of 
Famer Doug Gilmour. “I think 
the hockey action looks even 
better than the first (movie),” 
said Jake Gilmour, a left winger 
with the Kingston Frontenacs. 
“Knowing the movie well made 
me more excited for this experi- 
ence. Goon is a cult classic. Dur 
generation’s Slap Shot!’ 

For his part, Baruchel isn’t 
playing down the hype for the 
sequel. “Goon was the best 
hockey that’s ever been photo- 
graphed in a movie, in my opin- 
ion,” he said. “This new movie 
will shred it and everything 
else.” - DAN MARRAZZA 



KILLER CUTHBERT 


WHEN GOON 2 HITS theaters in 2016, most of the 
characters will be recognizable from their roles in 
the first installment of the series. Dne notable ad- 
dition to the cast is Elisha Cuthbert, the Canadian 
actress and wife of Maple Leafs captain Dion Pha- 
neuf. She plays Mary, the sister of Eva (Alison Pill). 
“Because Eva’s at a different part of her life in this 
one, Mary is meant to represent what Eva’s life used 
to be like,” Baruchel said. “Eva’s got one foot left in 


her old life and one foot where she’s grappling with 
being married and pregnant. Mary represents the 
old, wilder version of her, a bit.” 

With Baruchel directing his first major motion 
picture, casting Cuthbert was an easy decision. The 
two Canadians are longtime friends, dating backto 
when they appeared on Are You Afraid of the Dark? 
together in the late 1990s. “The only spoiler I’ll give 
is that she probably has the most quotable lines in 
the flick,” Baruchel said. “Knowing her since I was 14, 
this seemed like a cool thing that she could kill. And 
she just destroys it.” 


HOCKEY ANALYTICS 
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INSIDE THE 

WAR ROOH 

THN infiltrates the NHL department of player safety 
to learn the meticulous process and agonizing 
decisions behind every fine and suspension 

■ WORDS AND PHOTOS BY MATT LARKIN 



I T’S FEB. 18, 2015. MONTREAL 

Canadiens center Lars Eller finds himself 
in a frighteningly familiar predicament. 
He speeds into Ottawa's neutral zone, 
stretching out to receive a pass. ..and spots 
his old buddy, then-Ottawa Senators D-man 
Eric Gryba, bearing down on him, forearms 
at chin height. Violent impact. And then... 
Timeout. 

Eller and Gryba freeze as their torsos 
separate. Remember what Zack Morris used 
to do on Saved by the Bell, locking everyone 
around him in tableau when he had a pre- 
dicament to solve? That's what's happened 
here, but swap Bayside High for the NHL De- 
partment of Player Safety's war room. Eller 
and Gryba stretch across four television 
screens, paused mid-game so the league's 
experts can debate the collision's legality. 
Every set of eyes and ears perks up in the 
room, because everyone knows the context. 
Gryba KO'd Eller with an illegal headshot in 
the 2013 playoffs, ending Eller's season and 
earning Gryba a two-game suspension. An- 


other run-in between the two lights up four 
criteria on the NHL's no-no board: emotion- 
al narrative, potential for repeat offense, 
potential for injury and a potentially illegal 
hit. If Gryba has indeed caught Eller in the 
head again, Gryba has every strike against 
him and can hang up his skates for a while. 
But a room-wide review reveals he hit Eller 
clean in the chest this time. Crisis averted. 
Game unpaused. 

That moment encapsulates the busy life 
inside the war room, which screens every 
second of every game all season. The depart- 
ment, led by senior vice-president Stephane 
Quintal, vice-president Damian Echevarrieta 
and director Patrick Burke, has invited THN 
to the New York office for a full night's slate 
of games. The mutual goal: improving the 
media's understanding of exactly how the 
league doles out supplemental discipline. 
What is the chain of command? How does the 
league weigh prior history and injuries? And, 
most importantly, are its decisions as “incon- 
sistent" as the keyboard warriors claim? 
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INSIDE THE WAR ROOM 



> WHO ARE THESE GUYS? 

Visiting Gary Bettman's floor at 1185 Av- 
enue of the Americas conjures up images 
of a journey into the Death Star. And it is 
like that at first. Clear security and you're 
handed a pass emblazoned with a photo 
of yourself, taken without your knowledge 
from a camera above you just seconds earli- 
er. Big brother is watching. Enter the league 
offices' main floor and you're greeted by a 
metallic sculpture of the NHL shield the size 
of a Smart car. Once inside, though, the cold 
greys give way to colorful jerseys adorn- 
ing walls and people. The love of the game 
shines through, especially in the affable 
Echevarrieta, who plays tour guide. 

Whereas most members of the DOES, from 
Quintal to Brian Leetch to Chris Pronger to 
Pat LaFontaine, come from a playing back- 
ground, and Burke's family roots tie to the 
game, Echevarrieta climbed his way into 
the department as an obsessive, devoted 
underdog. He's a native of Brooklyn, raised 
by a New York Rangers fan mother after his 
father, a firefighter, died in the line of duty. 
Echevarrieta played Div. Ill college hockey 
and was, as he describes it with an ironic 
laugh, "not the cleanest player." He worked 
his way through the Blueshirts organization, 
beginning as an intern, in the glory days of 
Leetch, Mark Messier and Adam Graves. 
Echevarrieta got noticed by working 20 
hours a day, and Colin Campbell, who suc- 
ceeded Mike Keenan as Rangers coach, took 
Echevarrieta on as a protege for scouting, 
running practices and tracking statistics. 
The two eventually moved on to the league 
offices. Echevarrieta has worked for the 
NHL ever since, be it for hockey operations 
or the player safety offshoot. He dreams of 
being a GM someday. "The fact I'm even in 
this world, and it's now attainable... in the 
beginning it seemed like, '1 want to win the 
lottery' " he said. "And now here 1 am, work- 
ing at the league, a vice-president." 

Burke is the son of Calgary Flames presi- 
dent Brian Burke, former GM of the Whal- 
ers, Canucks, Ducks and Leafs and, between 
Hartford and Vancouver, the NHL's executive 
vice-president and director of hockey oper- 
ations, preceding Campbell. Patrick is good 
for a hilarious one-liner a minute, having 
inherited his dad's colicky, biting sense of 
humor. He's very much a self-made man. He 
founded You Can Play, a nonprofit dedicated 
to equality among all sexual orientations in 
sports. He's an advocate for de-stigmatizing 
depression and famously open about his 
own struggles. He also spent years as a Phil- 
adelphia Flyers scout. But Brian influenced 
Patrick's path to supplementary discipline, 
no doubt. "Back when he did it, teams would 
mail VHS tapes to our house," Patrick said. "1 
distinctly remember 1 would go and sign for 



\ them as a 12-year-old, and 1 would watch 
I them before my dad got home. And now, 
I when my dad comes and visits and sees our 
I setup, he does the 'holy s— ' thing." 

I Father and son agreed Patrick couldn't 
! pass up the opportunity to keep players 
I safe and work in one of only two depart- 
I ments that deal exclusively with the game, 
\ the other being hockey ops. And Quintal, 
j the player safety head honcho and succes- 
E sor to Brendan Shanahan, couldn't pass up 
I his new gig, either, even if it meant Quintal 
\ would have to leave his beloved Montreal 
\ and travel home often to ensure he saw his 
i kids enough. He enjoys New York more than 
i he ever imagined and still squeezes in some 
I afternoon hockey at Chelsea Piers every day. 
I Echevarrieta and Burke are the details men, 
I the rulebook experts, and Quintal, who re- 
I mains very much at his playing weight, is the 
j calming voice of reason. His staff affection- 
I ately call him 'Q.' His mellow energy seems 
I to relax the war room the minute he enters. 

t 

! > HOW THE DEPARTMENT 
I EVALUATES ILLEGAL PLAYS 

! First and foremost, the DOPS operates 
I within the league rulebook. The department 
I members, especially those operating on the 
j front lines watching every game, see so much 
j repetition of on ice-events that they become 
\ rule encyclopedias. They know exactly what 
[ infraction applies or doesn't apply in a given 
\ situation. Burke says Pronger compares the 
I process to practice as a player. Burke also 
\ cites author Malcolm Gladwell's theory, out- 
[ lined in Blink and Outliers, that spending 
\ 10,000 hours on a given task elevates some- 
\ one to expertise. "You could show Damien, 
; 0, myself.. .20 borderline hits and say, 'rank 


I MUST-SEE TV 

: The league doesn’t “miss” 

I any incident, as it watches 
I every second of every game. 

I iiiiiiiiiii 

\ 'em,' and 1 guarantee we'd be pretty close," 
I Burke said. "We watch so much hockey that 
I we have that sense for late, not late, late." 

I The rulebook is the arena in which the 
I DOPS must work. One reason why we'll see 
: the odd player get away with a seemingly 

■ dirty play, inciting the "inconsistency" criti- 
\ cism: the NHL can't suspend a player who 
I doesn't break an official rule, as Echevar- 
j rieta explains. The example he cites: Matt 
[ Cooke's dastardly hit on Marc Savard in 
I 2010. Rule 48 - illegal check to the head 
I - didn't exist yet. Cooke's behavior didn't 
\ violate the code of conduct at the time. Real- 
I izing that was a problem, the league created 
! a new rule the following summer dealing 
: specifically with head contact. 

j The rulebook determines whether cer- 
j tain plays are illegal or potentially suspend- 
[ able. From there the DOPS factors in the 
\ following criteria, which are used in subse- 
I quent sentencing: 

j Narrative. The emotional context of 
I every incident matters. Do the players in- 

■ volved have a history, like Eller and Gryba? 
! Does the game involve division rivals and 
j start with chippy play from the opening 
I faceoff? Narrative isn't the most important 
j criterion, but it can help establish whether 
j a questionable play has a predatory nature. 
; Robert Bortuzzo earned a suspension for 
j hitting jaromir Jagr Dec. 2 largely because 
I Bortuzzo and jagr were at each other all 

■ night, escalating a back-and-forth violence 
i that culminated in Bortuzzo's massive hit. 
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I WE ARE TRYING TO CHANGE PLAYER 
BEHAVIOR. IF HE ISN’T LEARNING, THEN 
YEAH, WE’LL HIT HIM HARDER -pa, Hc.eu.e 


The department can tell if it's going to be \ 
a "long night." It's all eyes and ears when \ 
a goon like John Scott takes the ice. "If the ■ 
score is 5-1, and there's seven or eight min- ■ 
utes to go, and the fourth line's going out, I 
we're like 'Oh my God, something's going to | 
happen,' " Quintal said. [ 

Precedent. Players aren't the only ones ■ 
who must monitor their own behavior. The \ 
DOPS must keep itself honest if it hopes to | 
achieve consistency in its decisions. The \ 
best way to explain a ruling: produce foot- [ 
age of a similar infraction that resulted in ■ 
similar discipline. If the reverse is true, and \ 
a similar play did not result in a suspension, \ 
the league takes note of that, too. Once in a \ 
while, a play with no precedent occurs, such ; 
as Dan Carcillo's cross-check that injured : 
Mathieu Perreault's arm in January. The [ 
DOPS works from scratch in those cases. \ 
Prior offenses. Previous trips to the j 
principal's office don't affect suspensions ! 
directly. If someone with a long rap sheet | 
commits a borderline act, and it's ruled j 
legal, that's it. Legal is legal. If a repeat of- \ 
fender makes a play deemed suspendable, j 
however, his history works against him, E 
especially if the illegal acts happen close to- [ 
gether, and especially if they are the same [ 
type of act. " 'Are you doing the same things [ 
over and over? Are you learning from what [ 
we're trying to tell you?' " Burke said. "If you [ 
have a borderline boarding suspension, and | 
then you come back three years later, you've \ 
never been suspended again, and you have \ 
a borderline, whatever. Rule 48 suspension, ! 
they're very different plays. It's not 'Oh, this j 
guy isn't getting it.' So a large portion of | 
what we do here is trying to change player I 
behavior. Trying to be proactive, reach out ! 
to guys, and, if we feel a player isn't learning I 
from what we're trying to teach him, then, \ 
yeah, we'll hit him harder." \ 

Injuries. Physical damage that costs a I 
victim playing time affects sentencing if and E 
only if the league decides a player will be \ 
suspended. Injuries also muddy supplemen- j 
tary discipline with more questions than any j 
other criterion. Todd Bertuzzi earned a 20- [ 

game ban for breaking Steve Moore's neck \ 
in 2004, while Dustin Byfuglien's deliberate \ 
cross check to J.T Miller's neck earlier in ; 
February caused no long-term damage and [ 
earned 'Big Buff' a mere four-game ban. It j 
also hurt Bertuzzi's case that his attack was [ 
part of a revenge narrative after Moore hit ; 


Bertuzzi's teammate Markus Naslund, and it 
helped Byfuglien that he was a first-time of- 
fender. Still, though, injury clearly earned a 
bigger punishment than action. Is that fair? 

Well, here's a crucial lesson learned dur- 
ing the New York visit: injuries and suspen- 
sions are linked via the collective bargaining 
agreement. Among the consequences for 
which offenders must be responsible: "Inju- 
ry to the opposing Player(s) involved in the 
incident." We may not agree with the logic, 
but the league and the NHL Players' Associa- 
tion did when they collectively bargained it. 

Injuries and suspensions aren't mirrored, 
however. The time missed and the time sus- 
pended can't perfectly match up, and it irks 
Echevarrieta when people demand it should. 
As he pointed out, what if a player with mul- 
tiple knee injuries suffers the final blow to 
a career that was already almost over? You 
can't ban the perpetrator for life. Same goes 
for an injured fourth-liner who may have 
been a healthy scratch the next 10 games. 

> THE CHAIN OF COMMAND 

Rule violations produce suspensions, and 
specific criteria affect suspension length. 
But how does the actual decision-making 
process work? It starts with that "timeout" 
moment outlined between Eller and Gryba, 
after which Echevarrieta or Burke will have 
an employee edit a "clip" of the hit, packing 
in as many camera angles as possible. 

The footage is then sent to Quintal. He 
has the final say, but his management style 
is democratic. He seeks out everyone's opin- 
ion. He has each department member email 
thoughts to him and forbids them to "reply 
all," as he wants no one influencing each 
other. Then come the debates, which can 
get passionate. Quintal said the group will 
spend upwards of 45 minutes deciding if a 
guy should get two or three games. And ev- 
eryone's background creates a different per- 
spective. Some guys bristle at knee-on-knee 
collisions, and a concussion sufferer like 
LaFontaine is harder on headshots. Quintal 
said. Echevarrieta jokes that Pronger has 
expertise on the subtle art of elbowing, and 
that Shanahan knew everything about "the 
'accidental' high stick." 

Quintal makes the final call in the end and 
will sometimes reach out to GMs on either 
side of an infraction since they aren't al- 
lowed to contact him for the first 48 hours 
after an incident. 


i >MYTHBUSTING 

j Few things incite more rage among fans, 
[ pundits and teams than dangerous hits. 
! The DOPS members have thus heard it all. 
I And nothing boils their blood like opinions 
I founded on incorrect information. 

I They can't stand the accusation they play 
E favorites. For Burke, when teams point that 
\ finger, it's the result of not understanding 
: the rulebook. "When 1 worked for Philly, 1 
j would've testified in court the league was 
[ out to get us," he said. "As soon as you come 
I here and you see the process, and you sit 
! down and actually read the rulebook...! had 

■ been a scout for seven years, and 1 had nev- 
j er read the rulebook. 1 knew vaguely what 
I the rules were, but, if you ever want to have 
j fun some time, ask guys to define the rules, 
j Ask a player or a coach or GM or media, 'OK, 
t what's boarding? Tell me the difference be- 
j tween boarding and a check from behind.' " 

I Echevarrieta can't stand the claim they 
j coddle superstars. He points out they've 
I suspended Alex Ovechkin three times and 
\ Claude Giroux for Game 5 of the 2012 East- 
E ern Conference semifinal, in which his Fly- 
I ers faced elimination and lost to New Jersey. 

■ Quintal wishes some media members, es- 
j pecially during broadcasts, would use their 

■ power more responsibly. "1 get mad when a 
s commentator would watch a play for, like, 
\ half a second, then say 'Oh, illegal check to 
\ the head' when the player got him in the 
I shoulder," Quintal said. "It's right there, and 
; when it starts, it doesn't stop. On Twitter, all 
I the social media, it blows up. So 1 would like 
! them to take a look a couple times before. 
I But 1 know they have a job to do, and they've 
j got to comment on the play." 

\ Most of all, the DOPS members want us to 
I know they don't "miss" things. If they don't 
I punish a certain play, it doesn't mean they 
[ didn't review it. Burke estimates that, de- 
j spite doling out 44 suspensions in 2013-14, 
! the department reviewed 900 incidents. 

: Not everyone will agree with the ratio- 

j nale behind every war room decision. At 
j least the office has an open-door policy, 
\ however. Journalists and team executives 
\ alike are allowed to sit in. The league wants 
I to erase the idea of an adversarial relation- 
j ship. Those of us on the other side may 
I never feel the penalties are severe enough 

■ to fit the crimes, but the league must always 
! operate within the confines of the rulebook 
j and CBA. And everyone shares the desire to 
I make the game safer. "It's the department 
j of player safety, not the department of pun- 
j ishment," Echevarrieta said. "We're trying 
: to change their behavior. Our perfect sea- 
E son would not be a hundred suspensions, 
I where we show everybody we're in charge. 
I It would be no suspensions, where players 
i aren't breaking any rules." EO 
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JAKUB VORACEK 


JAKUB’S 


UDDER 


Voracek’s ascension to NHL stardom 
in Philly had humble beginnings in 
Halifax, where he formed a lifelong 
bond with his devoted billet parents 



BY JASON BUCKLAND 


T he phenom arrived in jeans and a 

T-shirt, all floppy blond hair, stepping out from 
a Ford Explorer. He was delivered personally by 
his GM. 

Stephen and Dawnelda Murray looked out and saw 
him, the teenager with the hype, the can't-miss kid 
from the faraway land. It was the summer of 2006 
in their quiet, middle-class neighbourhood in Cole 
Harbour, N.S. For years this had been Sidney Crosby's 
town. Suddenly, a new No. 1 pick was on the scene. 

Jakub Voracek looked back and saw them, too, the 
big cop with the goatee, his bubbly wife with the smile 
that seemed to stretch clear to Halifax. Before him 
were two people he had never met and a house he had 
never set foot inside. For the next two years, it would 
be home. For the next two years, Stephen and Dawnel- 
da would be Mom and Dad. “They are one of the big 
reasons why 1 am where 1 am right now," Voracek said. 
“Every time 1 needed them, they've been there for me." 

Since 2001, the Murrays had been billet parents 
for the QMlHL's Halifax Mooseheads, roles that often 
seemed like full-time jobs but came with only a small 
monthly stipend and a few team tickets as compensa- 
tion. For years they had housed some of the Mooseh- 
eads' top junior players, teenage kids from out of 
town who found a warm bed and warmer home in a 
finished bedroom down in the Murrays' basement. 

But Voracek was different from the rest. Long be- 
fore the Czech forward became one of the NHL's top 
players - a 2014-15 first team all-star who in july 
signed an eight-year, $66-million extension after a 
breakout year with the Philadelphia Flyers - he was 
a dream in the wind, a rumour passed across the At- 
lantic from hockey men in Europe who swore this was 
the kid you had to see for yourself. 

Marcel Patenaude first heard his name from Guy 
Lapointe, the former Montreal Canadien and Hall of 
Fame defenseman. “He told me about this incredible 
player playing in the Czech Republic," Patenaude said. 

Patenaude, who was then the Mooseheads' GM, 
needed a spark for his team. Halifax finished only two 
games over .500 the previous season. So Patenaude 
followed up with Petr Svoboda, the longtime NHLer 
who was now working as an agent and advisor to 
many of the Czech Republic's most sought-after tal- 
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JAKUB VORACEK 




DAD’S BEEN HAD 

Voracekhasatight 
relationship with billet 
father Stephen Murray 
and is known to try the 
odd prank on him. 

ents. Tell me, he said, 
about Jakub Voracek. 

Patenaude was sold, 
and after a trade with 
the Rimouski Ocean- 
ic, he secured for the 

Mooseheads the first pick in the 2006 CHL import 
draft. He would get his guy. 

Voracek was on his way to Halifax, but of course 
this was major junior, and in major junior a foreign 
player can star on the ice but not before his team can 
first find him a place to live. Patenaude had a long ros- 
ter of billet parents to choose from, but Voracek was 
as prized an asset as his team had ever had. He need- 
ed a couple that could be firm but welcoming, kind 
but nurturing, too. He needed Stephen and Dawnelda. 

The Murrays were up to the task, though the as- 
signment was unlike many that had come before. 
“This young boy was arriving in a different country, 
and if you're listening to the Mooseheads, he was go- 
ing to be 'The Next One' as far as the organization 
goes,'' Stephen said. “1 was looking at it as a pretty big 
responsibility. There was no question we were going 
to have to take on the role of surrogate parents here.'' 

Voracek pulled up to the Murray home with one 
neatly packed suitcase and all the anxiety and worry 
that would accompany a 17-year-old in a new place. 
“1 was flying to Canada for the first time,'' he said. “1 
didn't know what to expect at all.'' 

For the Murrays, apprehension by their new house- 
mate came as no surprise. What was a challenge to 
them, however, was communication. Voracek knew so 
little English then that Dawnelda would have to feed 
the boy at first by opening the fridge and instructing 
him to point at what food he would like to eat. 

Little things helped the relationship grow. Another 
Czech Moosehead player, D-man jiri Suchy lived just 
down the street in Cole Harbour and would come over 
to translate and help Voracek acclimate to life in Nova 
Scotia. The Murrays believe they broke the ice best 
with Voracek when his sister and her daughter came to 
visit from the Czech Republic and stayed at the house 
for more than a week. “From the first day 1 stepped 
into the door, 1 knew how good of people they were,'' 
Voracek said. “They welcomed me with open hands.'' 

Voracek's English strengthened as he picked up 
phrases in the dressing room and on television, and 
with that he drew closer to Stephen and Dawnelda. He 
began to reveal to them the bright, charismatic kid he 
was in the Czech Republic. One evening, he devised a 
classic prank. After dinner each night, Voracek Skyped 
with his father, Milo, back home, and Stephen decided 
he wanted to be able to speak a little phrase to Vora- 
cek's dad in his native language. No problem, Voracek 
said, so Stephen asked him to write out the proper way 
to ask of Voracek's father in Czech, “How are you doing 
tonight?'' Stephen practised and practised, and finally 


NO LOVE LOST 

Voracek Still keeps 
in close contact with 
the Murrays today. 
They have visited him 
in Philadelphia. 


when Milo appeared on- 
screen Voracek retreated 
behind Stephen but kept 
near enough that he could 
be seen in the chat's video 
window. Stephen spoke 
the line, but Milo and his 
son broke into hysterics. 

“What happened, Jake?'' Stephen wondered. “Did 1 get 
it wrong?'' He'd been had. Voracek had instead written 
out a phrase for Stephen that can't be printed in The 
Hockey News. It was a small moment, but it told Ste- 
phen and Dawnelda they had in their home a young kid 
becoming much more than just a boy passing through. 

For the Mooseheads, Voracek was as advertised. He 
led them in scoring during both his seasons in Halifax, 
and it was clear NHL stardom would arrive quickly. 
During the 2007 draft, Voracek watched in the Mur- 
rays' basement when the Columbus Blue Jackets se- 
lected him seventh overall. 

He was off but not forgotten. Stephen and Dawnelda, 
who have since retired from the Mooseheads billet pro- 
gram, have kept their uncommon bond with Voracek. 
They visited him in Columbus and, when he was traded 
to the Flyers in 2011, did the same in Philadelphia. Vo- 
racek, now 26, enjoyed his first truly great NHL season 
last year. His 81 points tied him for fourth in the league. 

Yet when he can't connect with his real family, who 
still live in the Czech Republic, Voracek has another 
set of parents to dial. “He calls us 'Mom' and 'Dad' af- 
fectionately,'' Stephen said. “Our conversations always 
finish up with, '1 love you.' '' E3 
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DUESTIDNS 


Will John Tavares' 
Islanders become the 
Big Apple's top NHL 
team in a new home 
borough? 


BROOKLYN LODGER 


The start of each NHL season is like a pack of hockey cards - you never 
know what you'll get. Questions abound. Here are 10 for 2015-16 


Pg.19 / Pg.20 / Pg.Zl / Pg.22 / Pg. 23 

1 . Will Stamkos’ contract / 2 . What can we / 3 . Was missing the / 4 . Can Phil Kessel / 5 . Martin Jones or 

negotiations become / realistically expect / playoffs exactly what / save the Pittsburgh / Cam Talbot - who’s in 
a distraction? / from Connor McDavid? / the Kings needed? / Penguins? / a better position? 


Pg. 24 

6 . Who will headline 
on Broadway, the 
Rangers or Islanders? 


Pg. 25 

7 . Which teams 
will be the best at 
3-on-3 OT? 


/ Pg. 26 / Pg. 27 

/ 8 . Who had a worse / 9 . Will the new draft 
/ off-season, Vancouver / lottery rules put an 
/ or Boston? / end to tanking? 


Pg. 27 

10 . Which team 
will win the 2015-16 
Stanley Cup? 
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1. DISTRACTION 

OR JUST BUSINESS? 


Rumors of a return to his hometown team in 
Toronto just won't go away. Can Stamkos and the 
Cup contending Bolts stay focused on Stanley? 

BY ERIK ERLENDSSON 

RUSHING OFF A TOUCHY CONTRACT SITUATION? IT’S EASY. 

Say the right thing, claim it's no big deal and move on to the next question. 

It's become the normal persona for many players - and even coaches - in 
Steven Stamkos' situation. Negotiating a new deal is not the job of the player. 
It's handled by a representative hired to do so on his behalf. A player's job is to play 
go out and perform at his top level. After all, these are professionals, and they are 
expected to handle everything like a pro. 

Stamkos is as professional and forthcoming as they come in hockey But how can 
his pending free agent status not be distracting? 



FACING THE MUSIC 

Questions will dog 
Stamkos and the 
Lightning so long as 
he goes without a 
contract extension. 


This is not a 
fourth-line center 
who has plenty of incentive 
to not let a contract situation 
take away from his play on 
the ice. That player is fighting 
for a next contract, battling to 
keep a job somewhere in the 
NHL. Stamkos is an established star, a generational 
goal-scorer, the face of the franchise and captain of a 
team that reached the Stanley Cup final last season. 
This is not just another player looking for a new deal. 
The longer Stamkos goes without an extension, the 
bigger the distraction will become. There's no way 
around it. 

There had been surprisingly little movement on the 
front lines leading into training camp. So ever 3 nvhere 
the Bolts go from the start of camp on, questions will 
be asked of Stamkos. Every time Tampa Bay GM Steve 
Yzerman conducts an interview, the questions will 
come up. What's the situation on a new long-term deal? 
Will Stamkos still be with the Lightning in 2016-17? 

If Stamkos is not signed to a new deal, will Yzer- 
man be forced to trade a young superstar in the prime 
of his career? Just 25, Stamkos already has 276 goals 
and is one of only four players to score 60 in a season 
the past two decades. No matter how you add it up, 
the longer Stamkos goes without a new contract it will 
hang like a black cloud over the captain and the team. 

The Lightning are expected to be a Cup contender 
again. After coming two victories shy against Chicago 
in the final, Tampa Bay should have its focus set com- 
pletely on the ice and finishing the job started last sea- 
son in an attempt to bring home the second Stanley 
Cup in franchise history Instead, that focus will shift 
from the team's play and performance on the ice to 
Stamkos' contract status. 

The day-to-day questions in Tampa Bay alone could 
take away from the team, but just imagine the frenzy 
that will whip up any time the Lightning set foot in a 
Canadian market, especially any of the three times the 
Lightning are scheduled to play in Toronto. 

A couple slipped fingers were said to have resulted 
in Stamkos hitting the “favorite" button relating to a 
story published on thn.com in the summer of 2014. 
That post was about a potential return of the native 
son to Toronto to save the Maple Leafs once his cur- 
rent contract was up. Naturally, it stirred the masses, 
so consider what sort of speculation will begin to run 
rampant if the possibility of a Stamkos return to To- 
ronto has even a remote chance of coming to fruition. 

Dealing with all the speculation will shroud both 
the Lightning and their star captain in a sea of con- 
troversy that will not serve the best interest of either 
side. There is no escaping it, as long as Stamkos sits 
without a contract extension, it will be distracting. ■ 


'iniC I irA DAIA/CD DAMIfllJ^C Expect many of these guys to be off the market by the time JulyUolls around, but for now the 20I6 free 

ZUlU UrM I UW Cl% KMI1IVII1U3 agentclassisrifewithtalent. Here's our top 10 UFAs, ranked by desirablity, with their 2015-16 capt hit. 


^ 1. Steven $1 i:„ 
Stamkos, C l-JM 



3. Dustin 

Byfuglien, D 


55.2h 


Sm 2. Anze 
Kopitar,C 
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4. Brent 

Seabrook, D 
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HEADY COMPANY 

McDavid projects to 
put up a points total 
nearly equivalent to 
what Crosby did in 
his rookie season. 


2. WILL MCDAVID 

MEET EXPECTATIONS? 

With all the hype and hope in Edmonton being 
piled high onto his 18 -year-old shoulders, just 
how good will McDavid be in his first NHL season? 


BY RYAN KENNEDY 


T he EDMONTON OILERS HAVE BEEN 

awarded a lot of No. 1 picks in recent years, but 
none have come with the hype of Connor IVlcDa- 
vid. The kid from the Toronto suburbs arrives 
at the same time as a more-than-competent crew of 
suits - CEO Bob Nicholson, GIVI Peter Chiarelli and 
coach Todd IVIcLellan - also set down their office 
plants in Edmonton. For a market that hasn't seen 
playoff hockey in nearly a decade, it's time for hope. 

But what should be expected of 'The Anointed One'? 
IVIcDavid ran roughshod through the OHL, averaging 
more than two points a game for the Erie Otters and 
helping Canada win gold at the world juniors. His vi- 
sion, creativity and ability to make plays at high speeds 
have made him the most highly anticipated rookie 
since Sidney Crosby, who is actually a good case study 
when it comes to expectations for IVIcDavid. 

When Crosby came into the league, he was sur- 
rounded in Pittsburgh with veterans such as IVIark 
Recchi, lohn LeClair and IVIario Lemieux, though Rec- 
chi was later traded and Lemieux retired back to the 


YEARl 

WONDERS 

With totals adjusted for era, 
how did other 'generational' 
players fare as NHL rookies? 



owner's box before the 
season finished. Crosby 
managed to land sixth 
in NHL scoring with 102 
points, even though the 
Pens once again cratered 
in the standings. 

Similarly, IVIcDavid 
will not be on an island, 
though the talent sur- 
rounding him will be on 
the other end of the spec- 
trum: Taylor Hall, Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins, Jordan 
Eberle and Nail Yakupov 
are all 25 and under. So 
jVIcDavid will definitely 
have good players to pass 
to and another dangerous 
center in 'RNH' to help 
take some of the heat off 
from opposing teams. 

In THN's 2015-16 Ultimate Fantasy Pool Guide, 
we have IVIcDavid down for 83 points, a far cry from 
Crosby's 102 freshman total. But if you adjust for dif- 
ferentials in yearly league scoring rates (see sidebar), 
jVIcDavid is due for the equivalent of 94 points, while 
Crosby's numbers come down to 99 for his rookie sea- 
son in 2005-06. Not a big gap. 

As for the post-season, that's a similar story. 

Although the Oilers will be better this season, Ed- 
monton would have to make a 35-point leap in the 
standings while passing squads such as Los Angeles 
and Calgary just to have a chance. So odds are jVIcDa- 
vid won't be able to singlehandedly take the Oilers to 
the playoffs, just as Crosby couldn't in his first season. 

So expect a lot of scoring when the Oilers are play- 
ing this year. On many nights, they'll be on the wrong 
side of the ledger, but at least TSN can get more than a 
few Highlight of the Night candidates from IVIcDavid's 
mad skills. And based on his pedigree and puck mas- 
tery, it would not be shocking to see JVIcDavid crack 
the top-10 in scoring. Is that too much to put on an 
18-year-old? Based on how well he has handled the 
hype throughout his young career so far, he'll be fine. 
Right? "I guess we'll find out," jVIcDavid said. "I'm con- 
fident in what I've done this summer, and I'm excited 
to get to Edmonton." ■ 


WAYNE GRETZKY 
1979-80 

SIDNEY CROSBY 
2005-06 

MARIO LEMIEUX 
1984-85 

ERIC LINDROS 
1992-93 


1.48 POINTS PER GRME* 


1.23 PPG* 
1.02 PPG* 

.98 PPG* 
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3. WILL L A. RECLAIM THE THRONE? 


The glamorous Kings got a harsh reality check in 2014-15, missing the playoffs after two Cup wins in 
three years. Was it the perfect wakeup call? Or is the Hollywood empire on the verge of crumbling? 


BY KEN CAMPBELL 



T he LOS ANGELES KINGS WHO MISSEO THE PLAYOFFS 

last season had the same 40-27-15 record as the Kings who won the Stanley 
Cup in 2011-12. The 2014-15 team had four more regulation and overtime 
wins, was better on the road and scored more goals than the 2011-12 team. It 
was the best possession team in the league (insert joke here) and had more points 
on home ice than either of the teams that won the Cup. 

A poor road record and an inability to win shootouts were the major difference 
between last year's Kings and the ones who showed a remarkable ability to play 
their best when the calendar turned to April. 

So it's not as though the Kings are a total mess, a team in decline (although if they 
keep dealing first-round picks like they come from a Fez dispenser that could very 
well be on the horizon). The Kings can come back and be a force this season, and 
missing the playoffs might be the best thing that could have happened. 

More than anything, the Kings will be a humble group of players coming into this 
season. Until now, they had been the jetsetters, the cool kids with the bountiful tal- 
ent and a penchant for thumbing their nose a little at the NHL establishment. They 
all live in Manhattan Beach and like to have fun during the season, then get down to 
business in the playoffs. The combination of missing the post-season and the well- 
publicized legal troubles that surrounded Slava Voynov, Mike Richards and Jarret 
Stoll signal that the party is almost certainly over in Los Angeles. 

You don't win the Stanley Cup twice without having a lot of pride in yourself. And 
the betting is the Kings will come back with less swagger and more dedication to 
their craft. Regardless of how things ultimately turn out with Voynov, that season- 
long distraction will no longer be with them, one way or the other. Stoll is now a New 
York Ranger, and Richards had his contract terminated by the team. (Things will get 


RETURNING CAST 

Many of the Kings' 
key championship 
cogs remain, from 
Drew Doughty, left, 
to Dustin Brown. 


dicey if the NHL Players' As- 
sociation grievance restores 
Richards' contract and adds 
about $4.4 million to the Kings 
payroll, which is a possibility.) 

If you're part of the core 
leadership group of Anze Ko- 
pitar. Drew Doughty, jonathan 
Quick and Dustin Brown, you're likely going to make 
sure something like this never, ever happens again. 
And what's the best way to prevent it from happen- 
ing? Getting serious about the entire regular season 
and playing with some desperation would be a good 
place to start. The Kings no longer have the luxury 
of living on the edge, because it clearly did not work 
last season. 

Quick, for one, will have to be better. Kopitar is play- 
ing for a contract extension and will be eager to prove 
he's a far better and more consistent player than the 
one on display for much of last season. Brown will be 
looking to hit anything that moves, and Doughty will 
simply continue to play the way he always has. And, 
unlike in past years, the Kings will be amply rested 
and healthy. 

And if you're looking for a glass-half-full way of 
perceiving things, you could argue the Kings don't get 
Milan Lucic this season if they don't make the playoffs. 
Because had they qualified for the post-season, they 
would have had to surrender their first-round pick 
in 2015 as compensation for getting Andrej Sekera at 
the trade deadline. Because it was a lottery-protected 
pick, they were able to use it as part of the package 
that landed them Lucic from Boston. And Lucic will 
make a team that was already really big and really 
mean a little bigger and meaner. 

Nobody would be surprised to see the Kings not 
only make the playoffs, but also win the Stanley Cup 
this season. And if they do, they can credit the hunger 
created by not making the playoffs. M 


PEAKS AND VALLEYS 

In 2DD9-1D, the Kings broke a streak of six straight 
seasons outside the playoffs. Since then, they’ve had 
some extremely high highs and somewhat low lows 


1 SEASON 

DIVISION RANK 

PTS % 

PLAYOFFS 1 

2009-10 

3rd 

.616 

Lost in Round 1 

2010-11 

4th 

.598 

Lost in Round 1 

2011-12 

3rd 

.579 

Won Stanley Cup 

2012-13 

2nd 

.615 

Lost in Round 3 

2013-14 

3rd 

.610 

Won Stanley Cup 

2014-15 

4th 

.579 

Missed Playoffs 
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4. IS KESSEL 

THE ANSWER? 


Optimists predict 50 goals or more. Skeptics 
expect team chemistry to be killed. How will 
'Phil the Thrill' fare in his first Steeltown season? 


BY SHELLY ANDERSON 


D id you see the phil kessel Photoshop sonanza ' 

over the summer? The Pittsburgh Penguins tweeted a picture of the right 
winger modelling his new team's jersey, and an array of Photoshopped fun- I 
nies followed on social media. Kessel as a Guardian of the Galaxy at Kate j 
Middleton and Prince William's royal wedding and as a member of U2. ' 

Expectations in real life are only slightly less grandiose. Not only will Kessel rub j 
elbows with a new set of stars after the July 1 trade that brought him to Pittsburgh, ■ 
but he is also seen as a significant key to whether the Penguins can break a frus- j 
trating run of quick playoff exits. With five 30-goal seasons and the speed the Pen- 
guins crave, he has the pedigree to provide offense. And who knows what his ceiling ; 
might be playing with Sidney Crosby or Evgeni Malkin? 


m 


JUST SCORE, BABY 

The Pens expect 
Kessel to thrive 
since he won't be 
the main man like 
he was in Toronto. 


Although many in the orga- 
nization are pumped to have 
Kessel, he alone can't solve 
two big concerns: depth and 
defense. The Penguins made 
a pointed effort to increase 
scoring through all four lines 
after they finished 19th at 
2.65 goals per game, needed a wildcard spot to make 
the playoffs and managed just one goal in each loss 
of a five-game, first-round exit against the New York 
Rangers. But the configurations and chemistry re- 
mained an issue, and there aren't a lot of top forward 
prospects in the organization. 

By default, some of the players who lived on the top 
two lines will filter down to improve the bottom six. In 
that pool are David Perron, Chris Kunitz, Pascal Dupuis 
and Beau Bennett. The Penguins also brought in Ser- 
gei Plotnikov, Eric Fehr, Nick Bonino and Matt Cullen 
to provide more depth up front. 

On defense, Pittsburgh allowed veterans Paul Mar- 
tin and Christian Ehrhoff to leave via free agency and 
opted for a major youth movement on the back end, 
surrounding No. 1 Kris Letang and budding star Olli 
Maatta with Ian Cole and blue-chipper Derrick Pouliot. 

While the Penguins are comfortable with and opti- 
mistic about their off-season overhaul, the problem is 
other teams in much-improved Metropolitan Division 
are as well. The Rangers are the defending Presidents' 
Trophy winners, the Islanders are on the rise and 
buoyed by their move to Brooklyn, while Washington 
and Columbus also upgraded significantly. 

As for Kessel, Pittsburgh could wind up trying a 
variety of combinations on its top two lines well into 
the season. While Kessel and Patric Hornqvist appear 
to be locks to play with Crosby and Malkin in some 
combination, finding overall trios that click will be a 
work in progress. 

It's easy to forget James Neal was originally brought 
in from Dallas to be Crosby's long-term linemate in 
2011, but that Neal clicked with Malkin instead. Neal 
scored a career-best 40 goals in 2011-12. It's also 
worth remembering Neal didn't hit it off with every- 
one in Pittsburgh, including some teammates and 
Penguins employees. It is believed that hastened his 
shipment to Nashville in 2014. 

Penguins CM Jim Rutherford made it clear upon 
acquiring Kessel that he had vetted him extensively 
and became convinced he'd be a good fit in Pitts- 
burgh because, contrary to his situation in Toronto, 
Kessel will not have to be "the guy" in Pittsburgh, not 
with Crosby, Malkin, Letang and Marc-Andre Fleury 
as teammates. 

Perhaps Kessel will have the major impact Pitts- 
burgh is counting on, but that might not be enough for 
the Penguins to finish ahead of the pack in the Metro- 
politan and go roaring into the post-season. ■ 


'GENO'ORW? 

We don’t know how Kessel will impact 
Crosby and Malkin, but we do know what 
happens to Crosby and Malkin when 
one orthe other is out of the lineup 
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5. TALBOT 

OR JONES? 

As the two assume starting goalie 
duties, which career backup has the 
best chance to succeed as a No. 1? 

BY MATT LARKIN 

M O DIVISION TURNED OVER ITS 

personnel like the Pacific this off-season. Amid 
the flurry of activity the San lose Sharks and 
Edmonton Oilers upgraded their goaltending. 
Who did it better? It depends on where you fall in the 
old environment-versus-heredity debate. 

The Sharks' Martin Jones and the Oilers' Cam Talbot 
posted stellar numbers over the past couple seasons, 
but they come from stingy franchises with stacked 
bluelines. San Jose and Edmonton are not Los Angeles 
and New York. Which goalie is better equipped to suc- 
ceed in his new home? 

Jones, 25, shone in two seasons as Jonathan Quick's 
backup with the Kings. He went 16-11-1 with a 1.99 
goals-against average and .923 save percentage over 
34 appearances, and recorded his first seven shutouts 
faster than any goalie in NHL history. Jones, though, 
played for the most dominant puck-possession team 
of the past half-decade. He saw about as much work 
as Ken Dryden in the late 1970s. In Jones' seven shut- 
outs, he faced 16, 31, 24, 17, 28, 26 and 19 shots, or 23 
per contest. What happens when he leaves the team 
that allowed the fewest shots per game in 2014-15 for 
a team that was just middling in that ranking? 

Talbot, 28, did a masterful job filling in for Henrik 
Lundqvist with the Rangers, especially last season 
when 'The King' sustained an injury. Talbot tied for 
seventh in Vezina Trophy voting. His .931 SP over 
his 57 career appearances in two years with the 
Blueshirts would rank first in league history if he 
qualified. But, again, how much was Talbot propped 
up? He had one of the league's best, deepest D-corps 
in front of him in Ryan McDonagh, Dan Girardi, Marc 
Staal, Keith Yandle, Dan Boyle and Kevin Klein. 

We saw what happened when the Kings dealt late 
bloomer Ben Scrivens to the Oilers in 2013-14: Scriv- 
ens slowly but surely turned into a pumpkin. Isn't Tal- 
bot about to suffer the same fate in Edmonton? 

Sharks and Oilers fans have cause to doubt Jones 
and Talbot. But a closer look at the numbers suggests 
reasons for optimism. Each goalie enters a more invit- 
ing environment than meets the eye. 

The Sharks have a new coach in Peter DeBoer. He 
never did much in New Jersey besides the improb- 
able Stanley Cup final run in 2012, but DeBoer also 
didn't have much to work with offensively. One thing 
his teams have always done well is defend. In his six 
seasons with the Devils and, before that, the Florida 



SPORT 


TOP' OF THE HEAP 

Talbot's career SP 
would be No. 1 in 
NHL history if he'd 
played enough 
games to qualify. 


Panthers, all but one of his 
teams finished in the top half 
of the league in goals allowed. 
In 2012-13 and 2013-14, De- 
Boer's Devils, which missed 
the playoffs, finished third 
and fourth in Corsi Close. The 
Sharks are responsible up 
front with the likes of Joe Thornton, Joe Pavelski and 
Logan Couture. Free agent signee Paul Martin joins 
an already solid blueline boasting Brent Burns, Marc- 
Edouard Vlasic, Brenden Dillon, Mirco Mueller and 
Justin Braun. So regardless of whether the Sharks are 
a playoff team this season, their coach's history and 
their roster suggest Jones has landed another plum 
gig. He's set up for success. 

And so is Talbot. Seriously. The Rangers' third- 
place finish in goals allowed looks nice. But they were 
merely 14th in shots allowed and 19th in Corsi Close. 
The key to their stingy numbers: a .923 team SP, 
good for third in the league. The Oilers, meanwhile, 
were 20th in shots allowed and 24th in Corsi Close, 
not much worse than the Rangers. Edmonton's .888 
SP was the NHL's lowest. So the Oilers and Rangers 
were actually fairly even in chances allowed. The key 
difference was, drumroll, quality of goaltending. Now 
Edmonton adds Talbot to the fray, on top of signing 
Andrej Sekera as a new No. 1 defenseman and trad- 
ing for Eric Gryba and Griffin Reinhart. Talbot's new 
game-to-game experience might not be much differ- 
ent from what he faced in New York. 

So while both new Pacific Division goalies have a 
lot to prove in their first full seasons as presumed 
starters, their situations position them to deliver on 
the high expectations. The heredity side points to 
Talbot as the better goalie, but the 2015-16 forecast 
slightly favors Jones, who joins the older, sawier team 
environment, m 


DANGER 

ZONE 

These former backups have 
great career stats from their 
time on elite teams 


CHMTHLBOT 


RECORD 

33 - 15-13 

GAA 

2.00 


SP 

.931 

SO 

8 


MHRTIN JONES 


RECORD 

16 - 11-9 

GAA 

1.99 


SP 

.923 

SO 

7 
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OUTGUNNED 

The Isles have the 
youth and offensive 
weapons to overtake 
the Rangers as New 
York's best team. 


6. ISLES OR 

RANGERS? 

Will the young guns in Brooklyn usurp 
the Blueshirts as the city's best? 

BY JARED CLINTON 

I T'S BEEN A WHILE SINCE THERE 

has been a role reversal on Broadway, but there 
will be new kings of New York in 2015-16. 

It's no longer the Rangers set to run things in the 
Big Apple, as the Islanders are moving off the island 
and ditching Nassau Coliseum for new digs at Brook- 
lyn's Barclays Center. And luckily for fans in New 
York's biggest borough, the hype surrounding the 
Islanders isn't only because they'll play in a modern 
building. Rather, it's because this isn't a team simply 
looking to dethrone the Rangers as the top dog in New 
York State but also one that stands a real chance at 
competing deep into the post-season. 

The past few years have been a rebirth for the Is- 
landers. The move to Brooklyn is only a small part of 
that. Under the guidance of CM Garth Snow, the team 
has drafted well, made some savvy trades and put pen 
to paper to land key free agents. Over the course of 
2014-15 - a season in which the Islanders improved 


by 22 points - fans were amazed by how much the 
acquisitions of Nick Leddy, lohnny Boychuk, Mikhail 
Grabovski and Nikolay Kulemin changed the Isles' 
fortunes. Add those four to a roster that already in- 
cludes John Tavares and Kyle Okposo and you've got 
the makings of a perennial playoff contender. 

But it's the growth of some of the Islanders' even 
younger talent that could really make the difference. 

Last season, Ryan Strome made the most of his 
sophomore campaign. The 22-year-old performed 
admirably as a two-way winger, and he managed to 
knock home 17 goals and 50 points. Strome gives the 
Islanders another weapon, but he can be much more 
than a depth winger. He has incredible ability with 
the puck and can be a natural fit on the Isles' first or 
second power play units. He's got scintillating play- 
making ability, and his 106-point season in the OHL is 
evidence of that. There's a reason why the Islanders 
selected him fifth overall in 2011, and their patience 
in his development is paying dividends now. 

Beyond Strome, try to find a hole in the Islanders' 
offense. It's nearly impossible. It's a youthful group at 
almost every position, and the offensive onus no lon- 
ger rests on the wide shoulders of Okposo and Tava- 
res. The Islanders are going to be a difficult team to 
beat, and they'll be out to prove their 101-point per- 
formance in 2014-15 was no fluke. 

The Rangers have made it deep in the post-season 
in back-to-back years, but they said goodbye to some 
key players and their depth took a hit this off-season. 
The Blueshirts had their opportunities at bringing an- 
other Stanley Cup to New York, and it's going to be the 
Islanders' turn now. ■ 



HEAD 

TO HEAD 

.539 

Rangers' all-time points 
percentage against the 
islanders, in 254 games 

.486 

Islanders' all-time 
points percentage 
against the Rangers, 
in 254 games 

20-19 

Islanders' record 
against the Rangers 
in the playoffs 
(5-3 series record) 
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7. 3-0N-3 GLEE? 

Which slick-skating NHL teams 
will terrorize opponents in the 
new overtime format? 

BY MATT LARKIN 


S AY GOODBYE TO THE SHOOTOUT AS WE KNOW IT. 

More like good riddance, actually. The NHL was sick of seeing 4-on-4 overtime 
solve so little, as it gave way to shootouts 52.6 percent of the time last season. This 
summer, the NHL board of governors and NHLPA approved a 3-on-3 overtime for- 
mat for 2015-16, borrowing from the AHL's experiment of last season. 

The AHL debuted the format in 2014-15, with four minutes of 3-on-3 following the 
first whistle after three minutes of 4-on-4. It cut shootouts from 64.7 percent in 2013- 
14 to just 25 percent. The NHL couldn't ignore the smashing success. Its new overtime 
setup will be different, with five minutes of pure 3-on-3. Which teams benefit most from 
icing a 3-on-3 lineup? We've ranked them. ■ 



TEAM 


WINGER 

CENTER 


1 . Jonathan Toews 

1 . Patrick Kane 

1 . 

2 . Marian Hossa 

2 . Teuvo Teravainen 

2 . 

1 . Phil Kessel 

1 . Sidney Crosby 

1 . 

2 . Patric Hornqvist 

2 . Evgeni Malkin 

2 . 

1 . Nikita Kucherov 

1 . Steven Stamkos 

1 . 

2 . Ondrej Palat 

2 . Tyler Johnson 

2 . 

1 . Alex Ovechkin 

1 . Nicklas Backstrom 

1 . 

2 . T.J. Oshie 

2 . Evgeny Kuznetsov 

2 . 

1 . Marian Gaborik 

1 . Anze Kopitar 

1 . 

2 . Tyler Toffoli 

2 . Jeff Carter 

2 . 

1 . Vladimir Tarasenko 

1 . Jaden Schwartz 

1 . 

2 . Alexander Steen 

2 . David Backes 

2 . 

1 . Jamie Benn 

1 . Tyler Seguin 

1 . 

2 . Patrick Sharp 

2 . Jason Spezza 

2 . 

1 . Corey Perry 

1 . Ryan Getzlaf 

1 . 

2 . Jakob Silfverberg 

2 . Ryan Kesler 

2 . 

1 . Tomas Tatar 

1 . Pavel Datsyuk 

1 . 

2 . Gustav Nyquist 

2 . Henrik Zetterberg 

2 . 

1 . Rick Nash 

1 . Derick Brassard 

1 . 

2 . Chris Kreider 

2 . Derek Stepan 

2 . 

1 . Johnny Gaudreau 

1 . Sean Monahan 

1 . 

2 . Jiri Hudler 

2 . Mikael Backlund 

2 . 

1 . Nathan MacKinnon 

1 . Matt Duchene 

1 . 

2 . Gabriel Landeskog 

2 . Carl Soderberg 

2 . 

1 . Taylor Hall 

1 . Connor McDavid 

1 . 

2 . Jordan Eberle 

2 . R. Nugent-Hopkins 

2 . 

1 . Joe Pavelski 

1 . Logan Couture 

1 . 

2 . Patrick Marleau 

2 . Joe Thornton 

2 . 

1 . Kyle Okposo 

1 . John Tavares 

1 . 

2 . Brock Nelson 

2 . Ryan Strome 

2 . 

1 . Jakub Voracek 

1 . Claude Giroux 

1 . 

2 . Brayden Schenn 

2 . Sean Couturier 

2 . 

1 . Mark Stone 

1 . Kyle Turris 

1 . 

2 . Bobby Ryan 

2 . Mika Zibanejad 

2 . 

1 . Filip Forsberg 

1 . Mike Ribeiro 

1 . 

2 . James Neal 

2 . Mike Fisher 

2 . 

1 . Andrew Ladd 

1 . Bryan Little 

1 . 

2 . Blake Wheeler 

2 . Mark Scheifele 

2 . 

1 . Max Pacioretty 

1 . Alex Galchenyuk 

1 . 

2 . Brendan Gallagher 

2 . Tomas Plekanec 

2 . 

1 . Zach Parise 

1 . Mikael Granlund 

1 . 

2 . Jason Pominville 

2 . Mikko Koivu 

2 . 

1 . Brad Marchand 

1 . Patrice Bergeron 

1 . 

2 . David Pastrnak 

2 . David Krejci 

2 . 

1 . Nick Foligno 

1 . Ryan Johansen 

1 . 

2 . Brandon Saad 

2 . Brandon Dubinsky 

2 . 

1 . Jonathan Huberdeau 1 . Aleksander Barkov 

1 . 

2 . Jaromir Jagr 

2 . Nick Bjugstad 

2 . 

1 . Elias Lindholm 

1 . Eric Staal 

1 . 

2 . Jeff Skinner 

2 . Jordan Staal 

2 . 

1 . Daniel Sedin 

1 . Henrik Sedin 

1 . 

2 . Radim Vrbata 

2 . Brandon Sutter 

2 . 

1 . Evander Kane 

1 . Ryan O'Reilly 

1 . 

2 . Tyler Ennis 

2 . Jack Eichel 

2 . 

1 . J. Van Riemsdyk 

1 . Tyler Bozak 

1 . 

2 . Jeffrey Lupul 

2 . Nazem Kadri 

2 . 

1 . Mikkel Boedker 

1. Antoine Vermette 

1. 

2 . Max Domi 

2 . Martin Hanzal 

2 . 

1 . Mike Cammalleri 

1 . Travis Zajac 

1 . 

2 . Kyle Palmier! 

2 . Adam Henrique 

2 . 


DEFENSEMAN 


Brent Seabrook 


Olli Maatta 


Matt Niskanen 


Rvi 

Ke 


.eith Yandle ' 


1. Tyson Barrie 
Erik Johnson 


M-E Vlasic 


Cody Ceci 


Ryan Murray 


THE SKINNY 


Hawks can ice a laughably dominant trio of future Hall of Earners. Second unit 
is darned good, too, if Teravainen moves to his natural position of center. 

Tempting to go all-out with 'Sid' and 'Geno' together, but splitting them to 
center two lines makes Pens' 3-on-3 lineup downright unfair. 

Bolts have the deepest pool of players to draw from. Top two wingers and 
centers are interchangeable. Lots of speed and two-way ability on both units. 

Caps' top trio looks as good as any in the league. Second group isn't half bad 
if Kuznetsov makes a leap this year. And don't give Oshie a breakaway. 

Lots of skill and skating ability here, and each center sticks with his usual 
winger. Doughty's 200-foot prowess alone will make Kings elite 3-on-3. 

The young guns from Blues' de facto second line get top billing for their 
superior speed. Schwartz too good not to use, so he gets a shot at center. 

The Benn/Seguin combo is a big, strong, offensively gifted nightmare. Nifty 'D' 
Klingberg picks up slack on second unit with two talented but aging forwards. 

Perry and Getzlaf need no introduction. Kesler and Silverberg a strong pair if 
they maintain standard set in 2015 playoffs. Young, highly mobile blueline, too. 

Two savvy, defensively responsible veteran pivots, each with a young, quick 
trigger man. A lot to like here. Green's cowboy antics fit nicely, too. 

Strong puck-moving blueliners, effective playmaking centers and big, fast 
wingers. Rangers won't lose a step between first trio and second. 

Gaudreau and Monahan's quickness almost impossible to contain. Giordano 
and Hamilton can do it all on 'D.' Backlund is at least a great defensive center. 

MacKinnon/Duchene the most blindingly fast pair in any 3-on-3 battle. Their 
unit is built for all-out attacking. Second group better in shutdown duty. 

Two tantalizing forward tandems. Puck movement won't be a problem. But 
will it be open season on the Oiler net? Not a stingy group on paper. 

Burns' ability to join the rush makes Sharks' first 3-on-3 line extra intriguing. 
Marleau and Thornton have chemistry but are a bit creaky for this format. 

A year from now, we may talk up this unit among the league's best. Nelson 
and Strome still developing. A lot of size and strength in this group of six. 

Giroux and Voracek can generate elite offense, and Del Zotto should be better 
3-on-3 than 5-on-5. Big drop in scoring ability between first and second line. 

Will any player impact 3-on-3 play more than Karlsson, who is a defenseman 
and third forward rolled into one? Should be a treat to watch him work. 

Splitting two of top five Norris vote getters onto two units gives Nashville a 
great backbone, even if it lacks the firepower of the top-ranked squads. 

Love the mobility and physicality the Jets get from their defense. They can 
also pair two centers with their usual wingers. A good chemistry experiment. 

Habs' best scoring threat resides on blueline in Subban. Forward group is 
decent but unspectacular unless or until Galchenyuk evolves into a real star. 

Workhorse Suter can probably play the entire overtime period, but Brodin a 
nice fallback on 'D.' Parise and Granlund should be dangerous with open ice. 

Bruins have best tandem of two-way pivots out there for 3-on-3. Lack of 
blueline depth hurts. Chara is a beast, but he's 38 and can get beaten wide. 

Big, strong Blue Jackets built better for trench warfare than wide-open 
spaces. Don't have a bona fide No. 1 defenseman to anchor them, either. 

Jagr may be too slow to truly excel here, but who are we to doubt the NHL's 
all-time leader in overtime goals? Key is to surround him with young talent. 

Far deadlier unit a few years back. Stock has plummeted for Staal brothers 
and Skinner. Hard to trust what should be a good group on paper. 

Twin connection and cycle game should make Daniel and Henrik a 3-on-3 force. 
Other than them, though, Canucks don't have horses to match opponents. 

If Eichel and Ristolainen reach their potential early, this ranking will look 
absurdly low. For now, we'll assume young team will take its lumps in OT. 

Leafs have no absolute duds for a 3-on-3 lineup, but few teams have less 
high-end forward talent to play with, at least until their prospects come up. 

Desert Dogs' overtime roster will look even bleaker if Domi doesn't make the 
team or starts his NHL career slowly. Ekman-Larsson can't do it all on his own. 

Devils have weakest 3-on-3 lineup on paper, and it isn't close. Will stay this 
way until Pavel Zacha is ready for prime time, and he'll need help when he is. 
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8. WHAT ARE 

THEY DOING? 

After a flurry of off-season moves by 
the Bruins and Canucks, did either 
team improve or did both fail? 


HEADSCRATCHERS 

Sweeney's first 
moves as Bruins 
GM were widely 
panned by critics 
and even B's fans. 


botched a golden draft op- 
portunity with some puzzling 
selections. He insisted no 
scorched-earth rebuild was 
underway. Sure enough, free 
agency arrived a few days 
later and the Bruins suddenly 
became buyers, inking cov- 
eted left winger Matt Beleskey. 

The Canucks sent equally mixed messages this off- 
season. They vastly exceeded expectations in 2014-15, 
topping 100 points, and team president Trevor Linden 
insisted the team would not move backward after fall- 
ing to Calgary in the first round. Yet Vancouver traded 
Eddie Lack, who was its best goalie last season, and 
veteran Kevin Bieksa. Both moves seemed to reflect 
a long-term vision, not short-term improvement. At 
the same time, the Canucks blew $6.25 million to re- 
tain grinder Derek Dorsett and bottom-pair blueliner 
Luca Sbisa. They traded Zack Kassian, 24, for agitator 
Brandon Prust, 31. And this was a summer after they 
dropped $11 million combined for Ryan Miller and Radim Vrbata, who are now 35 
and 34, respectively. Rebuilding? Trying to contend? It's anyone's guess. 

Neither team seems positioned for a playoff berth, but there's slightly more 
method to Boston's madness. Sweeney did draft three intriguing talents in the first 
round, reach as he might. That's a year after the Bruins nabbed right winger David 
Pastrnak, who excelled as the NHL's youngest player last season. Beleskey's con- 
tract had a surprisingly reasonable $3. 8-million hit. Trading Reilly Smith for limmy 
Hayes netted Boston a hulking, relatively young winger to fill Lucie's role. The Bru- 
ins missed the playoffs, so something was clearly broken. At least Sweeney made 
aggressive attempts to fix it. He also insists Hamilton, who was a restricted free 
agent at the time of the trade, did not want to play in Boston long-term. The per- 
fectly affordable contract Hamilton signed in Calgary supports that theory. 


BY MATT LARKIN 

T he VANCOUVER CANUCKS AND 

Boston Bruins gave us one helluva Stanley Cup 
final in 2011. They were stacked franchises, 
each with a clear direction. Today, their rosters 
are more misshapen and confusing than a Magic Eye 
painting. Each stumbled through a strange 2015 off- 
season. Which franchise's vision is blurrier? 

If we measure summer blunders by sheer headline 
magnitude, the dishonor goes to the Bruins, helmed 
by new GM Don Sweeney. They fired GM Peter Chi- 
arelli after a largely successful eight-year run ended 
with trading steady defenseman Johnny Boychuk as a 
salary cap casualty and then missing the post-season 
for the first time since 2006-07. President Cam Neely 
gave Sweeney the keys to the station wagon, and 
Sweeney crashed it on his maiden joyride. He turned 
Bruins Nation into an angry mob on draft day, deal- 
ing franchise defenseman Dougie Hamilton, 22, to the 
Calgary Flames for the No. 15, 45 and 52 picks. Swee- 
ney then shipped power forward Milan Lucic to the 
Los Angeles Kings that same day, meaning Boston had 
picks 13, 14 and 15 of the first round. 

Boston made a decent grab in Jakub Zboril 13th 
overall but stretched on Jake DeBrusk 14th and Zach 
Senyshyn 15th, leaving potential franchise center 
Mathew Barzal on the board. The trio ranked 23rd, 
28th and 47th in THN's Draft Preview and 22nd, 27th 
and 39th according to International Scouting Services. 

What on Earth was Sweeney up to? In one day, 
he'd dealt two of the Bruins' key cogs and arguably 



FISH OR CUT BAIT 

Benning dealt 
Bieksa as part of 
a roster makeover 
that leaves the 
Canucks in limbo. 


The Canucks, meanwhile, are fresh off a playoff year 
and claiming they're committed to improvement. Let's 
say we believe them. How is this team better? It already 
lacked secondary scoring and traded second-line cen- 
ter Nick Bonino plus depth D-man Adam Clendening to 
Pittsburgh for Brandon Sutter, a solid two-way guy who is 
more of a prototypical No. 3 center. Lack, Bieksa and Kas- 
sian are gone, as are free agent departures Shawn Mat- 
thias and Brad Richardson. The biggest names joining the fray are Sutter, Prust and 
blueliner Matt Bartkowski. 

If we choose to believe in the Canucks' off-season moves, at best they broke even 
compared to last season's roster. And that's not nearly good enough given how much 
Vancouver's direct Pacific Division competition improved. Calgary added Hamilton 
and Michael Frolik. San Jose? Paul Martin, Joel Ward and Martin Jones. Los Angeles? 
Lucic and Christian Ehrhoff. Edmonton? Andrej Sekera, Cam Talbot and that Connor 
McDavid kid, among many others. 

So while Sweeney's moves may have set the Bruins back a couple years, there's 
still a sense of moving forward. GM Jim Benning has the Canucks spinning in a mil- 
lion different directions, trying to win now yet failing to improve the roster. The 
Canucks mob thus has more fuel for its torches. ■ 
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9. TO TANK OR 

NOT TO TANK? 

Will new draft lottery rules all but kill 
tanking, or will teams like the Coyotes 
vie for 30th place to get the No. 1 pick? 

BY RYAN KENNEDY 

I N A STORYBOOK WORLO, THE ARIZONA 

Coyotes would win the 2016 draft lottery enabling 
the rebuilding squad to select Scottsdale native 
Auston Matthews first overall. Not only would the 
Desert Dogs be getting a No. 1 center but also a local 
hero who could help fill up Gila River Arena. 

Yet the Coyotes can't just be terrible like the Buffalo 
Sabres were last season. They also have to be really 
lucky like the Edmonton Oilers were in the draft lot- 
tery. Buffalo's sad-sack performance was cheered by 
fans because the worst record in the NHL guaranteed 
the Sabres either the first or second pick - Connor Mc- 
David or jack Eichel - but a second change in three 
years to the draft lottery format will prevent that from 
happening again. 

This year, the top three slots will be determined 
by three separate lotteries, so the worst team in the 
league could fall to pick No. 4. Sure, the odds of the 


MORE TO THE MIX 

Getting the No. 1 pick 
would give Arizona 
another young star 
like Max Domi and 
Anthony Duclair. 


30th franchise winning that 
top pick are still the highest 
at 20 percent, but it's rare that 
the worst team wins the lot- 
tery (Edmonton finished 28th 
when the Oilers won the right 
to tab McDavid). 

There will still be bad 
teams, of course. Arizona is at that point in its re- 
build when coveted youngsters such as Max Domi 
and Anthony Duclair will be given a chance to make 
an impact, but veteran scoring will be tough to find. 
Carolina could be seeing the end of the Eric Staal era, 
and the Hurricanes have major depth issues on top of 
that. New jersey will struggle to score mightily with 
the current lineup. 

There are several very good players at the top of the 
draft board again this year, but only Matthews could 
hang with McDavid and Eichel. Defenseman jakob 
Chychrun of DHL Sarnia and Finnish right winger jes- 
se Puljujarvi will round out an impressive top three, 
but that only gets you to the lottery picks: fourth over- 
all requires more decision-making and team prefer- 
ence as of right now. 

So don't expect a repeat of last year's spectacle 
where Sabres fans cheered against their own team 
at First Niagara Center. The 2016 race for the bottom 
will be much less publicized based on the math and 
the uncertainty. Not only the first but the second and 
third picks may also go to playoff bubble squads that 
fell a point short (imagine if the Bruins had won the 
Connor McDavid sweepstakes and then the Kings had 
been awarded jack Eichel this summer). 

And besides, we all know that somehow, against all 
odds and fairness, the Oilers are going to win the lot- 
tery again anyway. ■ 



AUSTDN^ 

MATTHEWS 


BET 

YOUR DRAFT 

In 2015 the first of 
a two-stage change 
came when the draft 
lottery odds were 
evened out (see the 
chart below). In 201G, 
things get even more 
dicey for bottom- 
feeders, as the first 
three picks - not just 
the first one - will be 
based on lottery balls. 

So the odds below 
forthe second and 
third picks will change 
proportionately based 
on which teams lands 
No. 1. If the worst team 
does land the top 
pick, odds increase 
dramatically forthe 
second-worst team 
to get No. 2. But if the 
14th-worst squad gets 
pick No. 1, the odds 
barely change at all. 


# 

OLD 

NEW 

1 

25.0% 

20.0% 

2 

18.8% 

13.5% 

3 

14.2% 

11.5% 

4 

10.7% 

9.5% 

5 

8.1% 

8.5% 

6 

6.2% 

7.5% 

7 

4.7% 

6.5% 

8 

3.6% 

6.0% 

9 

2.7% 

5.0% 

10 

2.1% 

3.5% 

11 

1.5% 

3.0% 

12 

1.1% 

2.5% 

13 

0.8% 

2.0% 

14 

0.5% 

1.0% 


10. WHO WILL WIN THE 

STANLEY CUP? = 
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The Ducks will end 2015-16 ruling the 
NHL's pond thanks to a perfect blend 

of star power, youth and nastiness 


BY RYAN KENNEDY 

AS A VETERAN OF sev- 
eral Western Conference 
teams, power forward Chris 
Stewart knew a thing or two 
about the Anaheim Ducks. So, 
naturally, when Stewart reached 
free agency this summer, he 
looked toward Orange County 
as a destination. The feeling was 
mutual, and now the Ducks have 
yet another huge, nasty dude 
who can score. ‘They’re a big, 
fast, strong team,” said Stewart, 
who has had stops in Colorado, 
St. Louis, Buffalo and Minneso- 
ta. “They’re mean, and they can 


play it any way you want. 

“For me it was a perfect 
destination. They’re a veteran 
team, they come close to the 
Stanley Cup every year, they 
play winning hockey, and for 
where I’m at in my career, the fit 
was perfect.” 

About that “coming close 
to the Stanley Cup” thing. ..we 
believe the most prized trophy 
in hockey will return to Anaheim 
for the first time since 2DD7. 
Nobody played the Chicago 
Blackhawks tougher in the play- 
offs than the Ducks last season. 


■ and the burning pain that comes 
from blowing a 3-2 series lead 
surely resonates in Anaheim. 
The team returns top-flight 
^ forwards Ryan Getzlaf, Corey 
Perry and Ryan Kesler (and let’s 
not forget Jakob Silfverberg, 

: who is on the cusp of stardom). 

' It added Stewart from the Wild 
and devastating speedster Carl 
Hagelin from the Rangers. 

Dn the back end, the Ducks 
replace the experience of 
Francois Beauchemin (now with 
Colorado) with that of Kevin 
Bieksa. Dtherwise, young and 
i mobile puck movers Cam Fowl- 
er, Flampus Lindholm and Sami 
Vatanen will drive the bus from 
the back end. In net, Frederik 
Andersen, Anton Khudobin and 
John Gibson provide solid op- 
tions (one too many, really). 


With Chicago forced to make 
some dramatic trades due to 
salary cap issues, the Flawks 
may have lost that slight edge 
they had on the Ducks. (And 
who knows how the Patrick 
Kane saga will affect matters?) 
And while there may be ques- 
tions in some corners about 
coach Bruce Boudreau’s ability 
to go all the way with a team, 
the knock used to be that he 
couldn’t get to the conference 
final. Now, he’s done that. Logi- 
i cally, the next step is to go one 
series further. Dnce the Ducks 
are out of the West, we believe 
they will face Boudreau’s old 
squad, the Washington Capitals. 

Led offensively by captain 
: andall-worldsniperAlexDvech- 
kin, the Caps have experienced 
a lot of problems in Game 7s 
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FLOCK STAR 

Ryan Getzlaf leads a crew 
that's perfectly groomed to 
bring home the Stanley Cup. 


lately - losing three in the past 
four years (all to the Rangers) - 
so CM Brian MacLellan brought 
in 'Mr. Game T this summer 

when he signed 
erstwhile Kings 
right winger 
Justin Williams. 
T.J. Dshie also 
came in via 
trade from St. Louis, bolstering 
an already impressive forward 
corps that counts ‘Gvie,’ Nicklas 
Backstrom and two rising tal- 
ents in Evgeny Kuznetsov and 
Andre Burakovsky. 

Washington lost blueliner 
Mike Green to free agency, but 
this was practically by design. 



as the torch had already 
been passed to John Carl- 
son. With Karl AIzner and 
vets in Brooks Orpik and 
Matt Niskanen also in 
the fold, the ‘D’ squad boasts 
a beefy top four. And let’s not 
forget Washington also has one 
of the best goalies in the league 
in Braden Holtby, a talent who 
went underthe radar a bit last 
season thanks to Carey Price’s 
heroics in Montreal. But Holtby 
got paid this summer, and now 
it’s time to earn the cheque. 

So what happens when the 
beastly Cvechkin meets the 
similarly intimidating Getzlaf 
and crew? Fireworks, we hope. 
Bucks vs. Caps would feature 
some of the game's biggest 
names, playing a physical brand 
of hockey - culminating with a 
second Cup for Anaheim.® 



THE NUMBERS GAME 


The way we analyze hockey is changing - for the better. The following 
pages feature advanced stat breakdowns, via war-on-ice. com, showing 
how each team fares in puck possession and top-line player value. 

'WAR' refers to wins above replacement, or number of wins a player contrib- 
utes to his team in a season versus the average replacement-level player j 


STATS 

CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR k 

Ryan Getzlaf, +3.3 
Corey Perry, +2.3 

Andrew Cogliano, +1.2 
Sami Vatanen, +2.0 
Cam Fowler, +0.9 
Frederik Andersen, 0.0 




51.3 53 . 4 ^ 50.6 


SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI F0R% 

Ranked 16th in NHL 


Percentage of shot 
attempts for team 
versus opponents, 
while correcting for 
lopsided scores 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 
Ranked 17th in NHL 

A team's number ^ 
of shot attempts 
(on goal, blocked 
or missed) per BO 
minutes of play 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 10th in NHL 


A team's shot i 
attempts allowed 
(on goal, blocked 
or missed) per BO 
minutes of play 




TRDPHY PREDICTIONS 


ART ROSS 

T ROPH Y 

1. SIDNEY CROSBY 

JpU] 2. JOHN TAVARES 
3.TYLERSEGUIN 

HART 

TROPHY 

1. ALEX OVECHKIN 

2. SIDNEY CROSBY 

3. JOHN TAVARES 

NORRIS 

TROPHY 

1. DREW DOUGHTY 

2. VICTOR HEDMAN 

3. ERIKKARLSSON 

VEZINA 

TROPHY 

1. BRADEN HOLTBY 

2. CAREY PRICE 

jOSsir 3. JONATHAN QUICK 

'ROCKET' RICHARO 

TROPHY 

1. STEVEN STAMKOS 

2. ALEX OVECHKIN 

fV:l 3. PHILKESSEL 

JACK AOAMS 

AWARD 

1. BARRY TROTZ 

2. T0DDMCLELLAN 

3. MIKE BABCOCK 

CALOER 

TROPHY 

1. CONNOR MCDAVID 

2. JACKEICHEL 

3. SAM BENNETT 



MtteyNews 


BB15-16 PREDICTIONS 


Here 's how we see the year playing 
out. Playoff teams have asterisks 



1. Tampa Bay Lightning*, Pg. 30 

2. Detroit Red Wings*, Pg. 31 

3. Montreal Canadiens*, Pg. 32 


4. Ottawa Senators, Pg. 33 

5. Florida Panthers, Pg.34 

6. Boston Bruins, Pg. 35 

7. Buffalo Sabres, Pg. 36 

8. Toronto Maple Leafs, Pg. 37 


METROPOLITAN 


1. Washington Capitals*, Pg. 38 

2. New York Islanders*, Pg. 39 

3. New York Rangers*, Pg. 40 

4. Columbus Blue Jackets*, Pg. 41 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins*, Pg. 42 

6. Philadelphia Flyers, Pg. 43 

7. New Jersey Devils, Pg. 44 

8. Carolina Flurricanes, Pg. 45 



1. St. Louis Blues*, Pg. 46 


2. Chicago Blackhawks*, Pg. 47 

3. Winnipeg Jets*, Pg.48 

4. Dallas Stars*, Pg. 49 

5. Nashville Predators*, Pg. 50 

6. Minnesota Wild, Pg.51 

7. Colorado Avalanche, Pg. 52 


PACIFIC 


1. Anaheim Ducks*, Pg. 53 

2. Los Angeles Kings*, Pg. 54 

3. Calgary Flames*, Pg. 55 

4. San Jose Sharks, Pg. 56 

5. Edmonton Oilers, Pg. 57 

6. Vancouver Canucks, Pg. 58 

7. Arizona Coyotes, Pg. 59 



ANAHEIM WASHINGTON 

DUCKS CAPITALS 
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BEASONPREVIEW 




anchors the othertop line and 
will be a 50-goal threat no mat- 
ter who ends up on his wings. If 
this is the year Jonathan Drouin 
matures into a 
star, Tampa's 
offense will be 
frighteningly 
potent. 

Hedman 
enjoyed his finest season in 
2014-15. Just 24, he has be- 
come a dominant defenseman, 
cementing himself as one of 
the game's finest. He and Anton 
Stralman form a dependable 
top pair. The second duo of 
Jason Garrison and Bray- 
don Coburn fared well in the 
playoffs. Goals against was a 
respectable 12th, but the Bolts 
should be better defensively. 


Bona fide No. 1 goalie Ben 
Bishop, 2B, and Andrei Vasilevs- 
kiy, 21, comprise an enviable 
tandem in goal. Bishop had a 
sparkling 40-13-5 record but 
can't become complacent in 
front of a blue-chip backup. 

The penalty kill ranked a solid 
j seventh, but the power play was 
{ 13th, which is low considering 
T the potency of the offense. 

One potential distraction is 
the contract status of Steven 
Stamkos, whose deal expires 
afterthis season. Should he hit 
the market, he'd be one of the 
best UFAs of the salary cap era. 
Yzerman hopes it doesn't come 
to that and knows the best way 
T to entice Stamkos to stay put is 
to sustain Tampa's reign as one 
of the Eastern Conference elites. 


’ STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR i- 

F Steven Stamkos, +3.5 

F Nikita Kucherov, +2.7 
F Tyler Johnson, +2.5 
□ Anton Stralman, +2.2 
D Victor Hedman, +1.0 
G Ben Bishop, +1.7 


53.9 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 

Ranked 2nd in NHL 


55.8 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 

Ranked 7th in NHL 



S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 

Ranked 3rd in NHL 


j BDTTDMLINE I 


Little changed this off-season for the Lightning, but little needed to. These 
Bolts fell just short of the Cup, and most of their core players are on an 
upward trajectory. We’ve yet to see the best of Stamkos, Hedman, Johnson, 
Palat, Kucherov and others. And, as if the league 's best goal-scoring team 
is hurting for offense, Tampa may have a playmaking superstar waiting to 
break out in Jonathan Drouin. Hard to imagine Tampa Bay not having the 
league 's best offense once again. The Lightning will run away with the A tlan- 
tic Division title and enjoy another deep playoff run. 


H STEVE YZERMAN didn't 
meddle much with his 
roster this summer. And wisely 
so, as the GM recognizes his 
young team, whose Stanley Cup 
window just opened and should 
remain open for years, can 
improve from within. Only two 
Bolts will be older than 30 when 
the season opens, while 11 regu- 
lars will be 25 or younger. That 
includes Tampa's top four scor- 
ers and No. 1 defenseman Victor 
Hedman. Thus, we know what to 


expect out of the Lightning, last 
season's top scoring team and 
Eastern Conference champion. 
This impressive group will be 
even better. 

Last season, Tampa finished 
with four 20-goal scorers and 
five 50-point getters. The trio 
known as 'The Triplets' - Tyler 
Johnson, Ondrej Palat and 
Nikita Kucherov - combined for 
199 points, the highest in the 
league, and they'll reprise that 
production. Steven Stamkos 


> DEPTH CHART | 

[ LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Ondrej Palat 3.33m 

1. Tyler Johnson 3.33m 

1. Nikita Kucherov 712k 

2. Vaitteri Filppula 5.0m 

2. Steven Stamkos 7.5m 

2.AlexKillorn 2.55m 

3. Jonathan Drouin 894k 

3. Brian Boyle 2.0m 

3. Ryan Callahan 5.8m 

4. Vladislav Namestnikov 874k 4. Cedric Paquette 633k 

4. Erik Condra 1.25m 

5. Tye McGinn 625k 

5. Jonathan Marchessault 600k 5. J.T. Brown 950k 

6. Adam Erne 874k 

6. Mike Angelidis 650k 

6. Mike Blunden 600k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GDALIE 

1. Victor Hedman 4.0m 

2. Anton Stralman 4.5m 

1. Ben Bishop 5.95m 

3. Jason Garrison 4.6m 

4. Braydon Coburn 4.5m 

2. Andrei Vasilevskiy 925k 

5. Matt Carle 5.5m 

6. Andrej Sustr 1.45m 

3. Kristers Gudlevskis 608k 


7. Nikita Nesterov 743k 8. Luke Witkowski 575k red indicates 

9. Slater Koekkoek 894k 10. Matt Taormina 600k am \/ a \ 

KEY DEPARTURES Brenden Morrow, LW; Mark Barberio, D 


*Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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SEABONPREVIEW & 



H FOR THE FIRST time in a 
decade, the Wings have a 
new bench boss. Mike Babcock 
signed up to coach the Leafs 
for $50 million, giving Jeff 
Blashill the opportunity to make 
the jump from 
Grand Rapids 
to Detroit. The 
rookie coach 
adopts a vet- 
eran team with 
several youngsters he coached 
in the AHL, including Gustav 
Nyquist, Tomas Tatar, Riley 
Sheahan, Tomas Jurco and Petr 
Mrazek - all of whom Blashill led 
to a Balder Cup title in 2013. 

Shepherding the skilled 
group of young forwards are 
Pavel Datsyukand Henrik 
Zetterberg. They'll be aided 
by UFA signing Brad Richards, 
fresh off a Stanley Cup with 
Chicago. He steps in as the 
second-line center. 

Detroit's 'D' lacked scor- 
ing punch, prompting CM Ken 
Holland to sign Mike Green. 
Holland's UFA additions supple- 
ment the rising stars already 
in the mix. Even with a slight 
decline from the aging 'Pav' and 
'Z,' the team's depth and high- 
end skill will correspond with a 
rise in the standings. 




DETROIT 


REDWINGS 


ATLANTIC 


The league's No. ID offense 
will remain potent, but there's 
concern about Zetterberg, 
who scored twice in his final 19 
’ games, and Datsyuk, who had 
off-season ankle surgery and 
will miss the start of the season. 
Behind Kronwall's 44 points 
and DeKeyser's 31, few Wings 
D-men chipped in offensively. 
i Green is an established power 
play producer whose 45 points 
would have led the blueline. 

Between the pipes, Mrazek 
usurped Jimmy Howard in the 
playoffs, so expect a spirited 
battle for the No. 1 gig. 

Jim Hiller, in charge of the 
penalty kill last year, followed 
Babcock to Toronto. Tony 
Granato, the power play archi- 
tect, stayed put. 

AHL sniper Teemu Puikkinen 
scored 34 goals for Blashill's 
Griffins last year, so perhaps 
he'll now find his form play- 
ing for his former coach. The 
Wings hope a young D-man 
earns a spot in camp, between 
Nick Jensen, Xavier Duellet and 
Alexey Marchenko. 

Babcock moves on but 
leaves behind a group that re- 
tains its identity. Detroit's mix of 
skilled vets and youth will make 
Blashill's transition successful. 


Babcock exits, but Detroit's cuiture of winning remains. The Wings wiii fiour- 
ish under new coach Biashiii. Datsyuk and Zetterberg are stiii deadiy, and the 
iethai crop of young forwards rounds out one of the ieague 's most danger- 
ous iineups. Nyquist, Tatar, Jurco and Puikkinen can find another offensive 
gear. Richards and his 2D15 Cup ring add experience up the mid die, whiie 
Green adds an offensive dimension from the back end. Detroit boasts two 
goaitenders with No. 1 pedigrees and wiii remain a puck-possession power- 
house. Dniy the Lightning stand in the way of an Atiantic Division tide. 


BDTTOMLINE I 


◄ HENRIK 

ZETTERBERG 


' STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F Pavel Datsyuk, +3.7 

F Tomas Tatar, +3.5 
F Justin Abdelkader, +2. B 
D Mike Green, +1.1 
D Danny DeKeyser, +0.7 
G Petr Mrazek, +0.5 




1 



SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 

Ranked 2nd in NHL 


I S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
I (OFFENSE) 


Ranked 13th in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 

Ranked 2nd in NHL 


DEPTH CHART I 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Henrik Zetterberg 6.08m 

1. Pavel Datsyuk 7.5m 

1. Gustav Nyquist 4.75m 

2. Justin Abdelkader 1.8m 

2. Brad Richards 3.0m 

2. Tomas Tatar 2.75m 

3. Darren Helm 2.13m 

3. Riley Sheahan 950k 

3. Tomas Jurco 900k 

4. Teemu Puikkinen 735k 

4. Luke Glendening 628k 

4. Johan Franzen 3.95m 

5. Drew Miller 1.35m 

5. Joakim Andersson 815k 

5. Landon Ferraro 600k 

6. Andy Miele 575k 

6. Tomas Nosek 793k 

6. Anthony Mantha 863k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GDALIE 1 

I.Niklas Kronwall 4.75m 

2. Jonathan Ericsson 4.25m 

1. Petr Mrazek 738k 

3. Danny DeKeyser 2.19m 

4. Mike Green 6.0m 

2. Jimmy Howard 5.29m 

5. Kyle Quincey 4.25m 

6. Brendan Smith 2.75m 

3. Tom McCollum 600k 

7. Jakub Kindi 2.4m 

8. Xavier Ouellet 670k 

RED indicates 

9. Alexey Marchenko 667k 

10. Nick Jensen 587k 

new arrival 


KEY DEPARTURES Stephen Weiss, C 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 


SEASON PREVIEW - THE HOCKEY NEWS | 31 







4. Brian Flynn 950k 

4. Torrey Mitchell 1.2m 

4. Dale Weise 1.03m 

5. Michael Bournival 600k 

5. Charles Hudon 625k 

5. Devante Smith-Pelly 800k 

6. Christian Thomas 600k 

6. Gabriel Dumont 575k 

6. Nikita Scherbak 894k 

DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GDALIE 

1. P.K. Subban 9.0m 

2. Jeff Retry 5.5m 

1. Carey Price 6.5m 

3. Andrei Markov 5.75m 

4. Nathan Beaulieu 1.0m 

2. Dustin Tokarski 563k 




SEASDNPREVIEW 


◄ CAREY 

PRICE 


1. Maj( Pacioretty 4.5m 

1. Tomas Plekanec 5.0m 

1. Brendan Gallagher 3.75m 

2. Alex Galchenyuk 2.8m 

2. David Desharnais 3.5m 

2. Alexander Semin 1.1m 

3. Jacob De La Rose 925k 

3. Lars Eller 3.5m 

3. Zack Kassian 1.75m 


5. Alexei Emelin 4.1m 6. Tom Gilbert 2.8m 5. Mike Condon 575k 


7. Jarred Tinordi 851k 8. Mark Barberio 600k red indicates 

9. Greg Pateryn 563k 10. Darren Dietz 665k arn \/ a \ 

KEY DEPARTURES Brandon Prust, LW; Sergei Gonchar, D; Manny Malhotra, C; 

P-A Parenteau, RW; Mike Weaver, D 


mumnLHL 

CANADIENS 


ATLANTIC 


48.6 


52.3 


SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 

Ranked 22nd in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 
Ranked 21st in NHL 


55.2 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 23rd in NHL 


BDTTDMLINE f 


Montreal didn’t do much to improve but remains a top team in the Eastern 
Conference. Reigning Hart winner Price and perennial Norris contender Sub- 
ban fortify one of the league’s most dominant defensive clubs. Offense holds 
the Habs back, but a slight improvement to a power play that features Sub- 
ban and superb sniper Pacioretty would help immensely, as would a break- 
out season from Galchenyuk, who is due to arrive as a legit star. The return 
ofPetry and the ascent of young Beaulieu can make a great V’ even better. 
The Habs should once again keep pace with the contenders in the East. 


STATS 

CRUNCH 


2014-15 TOP WAR i- 


F Brendan Gallagher, +1.4 

F Alex Galchenyuk, +1.4 
F Max Pacioretty, +1.4 
□ P.K. Subban, +1.6 
D Andrei Markov, +0.5 
G Carey Price, +5.4 


Q 


[S 


ATOP CAREY PRICE’S 

shoulders, the defensively 
sound Canadiens finished with 
the league’s second-best 
record last year. Goal produc- 
tion and power play proficiency 
were bottom-10, 
but Price’s Hart 
Trophy-winning 
heroics negated 
offensive short- 
comings. Mon- 
treal’s lack of scoring punch 
was glaring, and fans clamored 
for GM Marc Bergevin to add a 
scorer this off-season. 

He didn’t make a big splash 
but signed right winger Alexan- 
der Semin after Carolina bought 
him out from a lucrative deal. 
Semin has seven seasons of 
20 or more goals but scored six 
last year. He is low-risk, high- 
reward but can’t be counted on. 

Bergeron sought to upgrade 
size among the forwards, and 
adding right winger Zack Kas- 
sian, 24, addresses that need. 
Kassian and Semin will compete 
for minutes behind Brendan 
Gallagher on the right side. 

The Habs remain defensive 
dynamos. Price and P.K. Subban 
should, at the very least, carry 
them to a top-three Atlantic 
finish. Max Pacioretty is the 


lone gunner up front and should 
again top 30 goals, though he 
injured his knee in July and 
could miss the start of the sea- 
son. Pesky Gallagher managed 
24 goals and should produce at 
that level again. 

The Habs' size up front re- 
mains an issue, especially down 
the middle. Alex Galchenyuk has 
a big frame and was drafted as 
a center but might again patrol 
the left wing as he develops de- 
fensively. Regardless, his point 
total will climb. 

One remedy for scoring woes 
would be improving a power 
play that ranked 23rd. A top unit 
built around Subban and Pacio- 
retty should be a force in theory. 
The blueline is rock-solid, fea- 
turing a top four of Subban, 
Andrei Markov, Jeff Retry and 
Nathan Beaulieu. Retry, 27, fit 
in perfectly as a trade deadline 
pickup and signed a six-year 
extension. Beaulieu, a 2011 
first-rounder, will see his role 
increase as a top-four staple. 

Goaltending remains Montre- 
al's bedrock. Price, 2B, led the 
league in wins, save percentage, 
and goals-against average and 
now carries the title of "NHL's 
Best Goalie." Nothing suggests 
he orthe Habs will regress. 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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O CERTAINLY, the Sens' 
upcoming season won't 
be as wild as 2014-15. With 
terminally ill GM Bryan Murray 
looking down from the press 
box, his team orchestrated a 
23-4-4 finish, 
snagging the 
seventh seed 
on the final day 
of the season, 
on the back of 
a no-name goaltender. Andrew 
Hammond's moniker, 'The 
Hamburglar,' is now ubiquitous 
in Ottawa after the Senators' 
miraculous run. 

Ottawa went 32-15-8 under 
coach Oave Cameron after he 
took over for Paul MacLean in 
Oecember. The Senators enter 
2015-16 with the roster mostly 
unchanged, albeit with expecta- 
tions heightened significantly. 
They'll once again be right on 
the cusp of a playoff spot until 
the final week of the season. 
Whether they're in or out will be 
decided by a handful of points. 

With the league's ninth-best 
offense last season, Ottawa 
boasted five 20-goal scor- 
ers, not including Bobby Ryan, 
who had 18. The forwards are 
propelled by the game's best 
offensive defenseman, Erik 




SEASDNPREVIEW ^ 


Karlsson. The 2015 Norris Tro- 
phy winner led the Sens in scor- 
ing with 66 points. Mark Stone 
and Kyle Turris should again hit 
the 60-point mark, while Ryan, 
Clarke MacArthur and Mike 
Hoffman are 50-point threats. 
Shane Prince could make an im- 
pact as a rookie after 65 points 
in AHL Binghamton. 

Behind the top defense 
pair of Karlsson and Marc 
Methot, Cody Ceci and Patrick 
Wiercioch emerged as a reliable 
tandem. New to the mix is Chris 
Wideman, 25, who'll compete 
for a spot with Mark Borow- 
iecki, Jared Cowen and Chris 
Phillips. Wideman had 61 points 
in the AHL and was named the 
league's top 0-man. 

Anchored by Karlsson, the 
power play can improve on last 
season's bottom-third showing. 
The Senators had an above- 
average penalty kill, which 
remains intact. 

There will no longer be 
a crowded crease, at least 
to open the season. Craig 
Anderson starts as the No. 1 
and is backed up by Hammond. 
College standout Matt O'Connor 
begins his Senators career 
in Binghamton and will be 
groomed into an NHL starter. 


OHAWA 

SENATOR 

ATLANTIC 


1 BDTTOMLINE I 

The Senators aren 't as bad as last season 's cold start nor as good as their 
hot finish. Hammond and his. 941 save percentage carried this team to the 
playoffs, while Just about every core player surged In unison. Ottawa Is solid 
at every position, led by offensive engines Karlsson, Turris and Stone. Its 
depth Is respectable, and Its goaltending should be adequate. We expect the 
Metropolitan Division will send five teams to the playoffs, however, and the 
Sens aren 't quite at the level of Tampa Bay, Detroit and Montreal in the A t- 
lantic. They'll be in the hunt, but they'll get squeezed out at the last minute. 


◄ ERIK 

KARLSSON 


' STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F Mike Hoffman, +2.3 

F Mark Stone, +2.3 
F Mika Zibanejad, +2.2 
D Erik Karlsson, +3.1 
D Patrick Wiercioch, +0.8 
G Andrew Hammond, +2.5 


50.4 ! 54.0 i 53.2 


SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI F0R% 
Ranked 19th in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 
Ranked 15th in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 19th in NHL 


-il DEPTH CHART I 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Clarke MacArthur 4.65m 

1. Kyle Turris 3.5m 

1. Mark Stone 3.5m 

2. Mike Hoffman 2.0m 

2. Mika Zibanejad 2.65m 

2. Bobby Ryan 7.25m 

3. Milan Michalek4.0M 

3. Jean-Gabriel Pageau 900k 

3. Curtis Lazar 894k 

4. Shane Prince 700k 

4. Zack Smith 1.89m 

4. Alex Chiasson 1.2m 

5. Colin Greening 2.65m 

5. Eric O’Dell 700k 

5. Chris Neil 1.9m 

6. Matt Puempel 863k 

6. Ryan Dzingel 715k 

6. Cole Schneider 700k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GOALIE 1 

1. Erik Karlsson 6.5m 

2. Marc Methot 4.9m 

1. Craig Anderson 4.2m 

3. Cody Ceci 894k 

4. Patrick Wiercioch 2.0m 

2. Andrew Hammond 1.35m 

5. Jared Cowen 3.1m 

6. Chris Phillips 2.5m 

3. Matt O’Connor 925k 

7. Mark Borowiecki 1.1m 

8. Chris Wideman 600k 

RED indicates 

9. Michael Kostka 800k 

10. Fredrik Claesson 600k 

new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES David Legwand, C; Robin Lehner, G; Erik Condra, RW; 


Eric Gryba, D 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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SEASDNPREVIEW 


FLORIDA 


PANTHERS 


ATLANTIC 


THE LONG, SLOW rebuild 
orchestrated by GM Dale 
Tallon began bearing fruit last 
season. After two straight base- 
ment finishes, the Panthers 
took a major step forward, 

finishing within 
arm's length of 
a playoff spot. 
They added 
Jaromir Jagr, 
who meshed 
well with young guns Jonathan 
Huberdeau and Aleksander 
Barkov on the top line. Jagr, 43, 
signed on for another season 
in Sunrise. Centered by Nick 
Bjugstad, who broke out with 
24 goals, the second line could 
feature Brandon Pirri and new- 
comer Reilly Smith. 

Sensational teenager Aaron 
Ekblad is already the team's 
MVP. He played with the poise of 
a veteran, scoring 39 points and 
winning the Calder Trophy. The 
Panthers believe their young 
core of Ekblad, Barkov, Bjugstad 
and Huberdeau will propel them 
to the playoffs. They might quite 
make it this season, but the 
Cats are on the rise, and it won't 
be long before they contend for 
an Atlantic Division title. 

A low goal total and pitiful 


power play cost the Panthers 
a playoff spot, as they were 
bottom ID in both. The natural 
progression of top youngsters 
will help on those fronts, as will 
a full year of Jagr, who clicked 
in the season's final weeks. The 
bottom six doesn't have much 
offense. Greater output from 
Vincent Trocheck or a rookie 
surge from Rocco Grimaldi will 
help secondary scoring. 

It's hard to imagine Ekblad 
doesn't up his point total to the 
mid-4D range. His contribu- 
tions and a better power play 
will rescue Florida's offense. 
Tallon searched for a sniper this 
off-season but couldn't acquire 
one. Defense pairings of Ekblad 
and Brian Campbell and Kulikov 
with Willie Mitchell were steady. 
Kulikov enjoyed his best season 
since his 2DD9 rookie year. 

As expected, Roberto Luongo 
solidified the crease. He posted 
his best numbers since 2D1D-11. 
He'll maintain his career stan- 
dard of dependable play. 

If Florida defies projections 
and makes the playoffs, it will 
need to get both special teams 
units out of the basement. The 
Panthers have the personnel to 
be middle-tier on both fronts. 


BDTTOMLINE I 


Jagr continues his trend of signing with non-piayoff teams. Fiorida has one 
of the ieague’s best young cores in Ekbiad, Barkov, Bjugstad and Huberdeau, 
but they're not yet worid beaters. Forward depth is suspect, putting even 
more pressure on the kids to deveiop ahead of scheduie. The top-heavy 
iineup win once again struggie to produce. Ekbiad is a force on 'D, ' but Mitch- 
eii and Campbeii carry too much responsibiiity in their iate 30s. The Pan- 
thers win fiirt with a post-season berth and at times show giimpses of the 
contender they're bound to become, but they aren 't yet ready for prime time. 


◄AARON 

EKBLAD 


STATS 

CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F Brandon Pirri, +1.8 

F Nick Bjugstad, +1.5 
F Aleksander Barkov, +1.5 
D Willie Mitchell, +0.9 
D Aaron Ekblad, +0.9 
G Roberto Luongo, +0.1 





SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 
Ranked 17th in NHL 


I S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
I (OFFENSE) 

1 Ranked 19th in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 11th in NHL 


?! DEPTH CHART | 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Jonathaj} Huberdeau rfa 

1. A. Barkov 925k 

1. Jaromir Jagr 3.5m 

2. Brandon Pirri 925k 

2. Nick Bjugstad 4.1m 

2. Reilly Smith 3.43m 

3. Jussi Jokinen 4.0m 

3. Dave Bolland 5.5m 

3. Vincent Trocheck 662k 

4. Shawn Thornton 1.2m 

4. Derek Mackenzie 1.3m 

4. Rocco Grimaldi 925k 

5. Quinton Howden 851k 

5. Corban Knight 750k 

5. Garrett Wilson 675k 

6. Lawson Crouse 925k 

6. Greg McKegg 700k 

6. Logan Shaw 674k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GOALIE 

1. Aaron Ekblad 925k 

2. Brian Campbell 7.14m 

1. Roberto Luongo 4.53m 

3. Dmitry Kulikov 4.33m 

4. Willie Mitchell 4.25m 

2. Al Montoya 1.05m 

5. Erik Gudbranson 2.5m 

6. Alex Petrovic 1.05m 

3. Mike McKenna 575k 

7. Dylan Olsen 775k 

8. Michael Matheson 925k 

RED indicates 

9. Steven Kampfer 613k 

10. Cameron Gaunce 575k 

new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Brad Boyes, RW; Jimmy Hayes, RW; Dan Ellis, G; 


Shane O’Brien, D; Jesse Blacker, D 


-'Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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SEABONPREVIEW ^ 



AFTER SEVEN straight 
playoff appearances, in- 
cluding a Stanley Cup, ownership 
swiftly axed CM Peter Chiarelli 
when Boston missed the dance 
by two points. It wanted the ros- 
ter remodelled, and new CM Don 
Sweeney did just that, moving 
six regulars, most notably Milan 
Lucic and Dougie Hamilton. The 
core of Patrice Bergeron, Zdeno 
Chara and Tuukka Bask remains, 
but the 2015-lB Bruins will have 
a different feel. 


Last season, the B's dropped 
from third in offense to 22nd, 
and Sweeney moved four of 
the seven players who reached 
40 points. Wingers Jimmy 
Hayes and Matt Beleskey are 
the major additions up front. 
They'll be challenged to replace 
Lucic, Carl Soderberg and Reilly 
Smith. Beleskey and Hayes 
have each had one productive 
season, so banking on either is 
a gamble. A bounce-back year 
from Brad Marchand and an- 



other step for David Pastrnak, 
the youngest regular in the NHL 
last season, will help Bergeron 
and David Krejci carry the of- 
fense. Pastrnak 
led the team 
with 26 second- 
half points. 

Last season 
Boston allowed 
3D more goals than in 2D13-14, 
and the D-corps lost a key cog 
in Hamilton. Matt Irwin was 
added as a UFA, and 22-year- 
old AHL standout Colin Miller 
was acquired in the Lucic deal. 
They round out a thin back end, 
led by Chara, who is rapidly 
declining at 3B. 

If the Bruins are to make the 
playoffs, it'll have to be on Rask's 
shoulders. But his goals-against 


average rose from 2.D5 to 2.3D 
last season, and he'll be backed 
up by a rookie, Malcolm Subban 
or Jeremy Smith. 

The penalty kill was ranked 
12th, and its top forward tan- 
dems return, led by Bergeron 
and Marchand. The power play 
j should be revamped after fall- 
' ing to 17th and losing Lucic. 

Sweeney envisions his team 
shifting to an attacking style 
emphasizing speed. He also 
wants a younger lineup. It's 
uncertain how coach Claude 
Julien, who flapped in the wind 
for several weeks waiting to 
find out if he'd be retained, will 
embrace this philosophy. Dwn- 
ership will likely show little pa- 
tience if Julien can't shepherd 
the group to a quick start. 



STATS 

CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR i- 

F Patrice Bergeron, +3.9 
F Matt Beleskey, +3.1 

F Brad Marchand, +2.5 
□ Torey Krug, +1.7 
D Matt Irwin, +0.8 
G Tuukka Rask, +1.2 


51.9 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 
Ranked 11th in NHL 



S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 
Ranked 10th in NHL 


51.1 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 11th in NHL 


BDTTDMLINE I 


The Bruins were bold and decisive with off-season maneuvering after miss- 
ing the playoffs for the first time in seven years, but they made all the wrong 
moves, in shipping out a young franchise D-man Hamilton and established 
power winger Lucic, GM Sweeney uprooted core players but failed to 
adequately replace them. Rather than insulating the aging Chara, the back 
end got weaker, upping the pressure on Bergeron and Rask. With division 
foes Detroit, Florida and Buffalo on the rise, Boston 's new blueprint won 't 
translate into a boost in the standings. 



1. Brad Marchand 4.5m 1. Patrice Bergeron 6.88m 1. Louj_Eriksson 4.25m 

2. Matt Beleskey 3.8m 2. David Krejci 7.25m 2. David Pastrnak 925k 

3. Chris Kelly 3.0m 3. Ryan Spooner 950k 3. Jimmy Hayes 2.3m 

4. Max Talbot 900k 4. Alex Khokhlachev 787k 4. Brett Connolly 1.03m 

5. Zac Rinaldo 850k 5. Joonas Kemppainen 793k 5. Bria n Ferli n 875k 

6. Brandon DeFazio 575k 6. Seth Griffith 759k 6. Zack Phillips 863k 


DEFENSE DEFENSE GDALIE 


1. Zdeno Chara 6.92m 2. Torey Krug 3.4m 1. Tuukka Rask 7.0m 

3. Dennis Seidenberg 4.0m 4. Adam McQujid 2.75m 2. Malcojm Subban 863k 

5. Joe Morrow 863k 6. Matt Irwin 800k 3. Jeremy Smith 600k 

7. Zach Trotman 625k 8. Kevan Miller 800k red indicates 

9. Colin Miller 603k 10. Linus Arnesson 818k new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Dougie Hamilton, D; Milan Lucic, LW; Carl Soderberg, C; 

Reilly Smith, RW; Gregory Campbell, C; Matt Bartkowski, D; Niklas Svedberg, G 

■■aold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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BEASONPREVIEW 



B BETWEEN 1979 and 

2009, 10 teams drafted 
in the top two in consecutive 
years. Five of them reached the 
Stanley Cup final within eight 
seasons and three won the Cup. 

Buffalo, after 
bottoming out 
for two straight 
second-overall 
picks, hopes to 
join the list. 

The ascent begins in 
2015-16 with the seasoning of 
Jack Eichel. He won't have to 
shoulderthe offense alone, as 
CM Tim Murray acquired No. 1 
center Ryan O'Reilly minutes 
before drafting Eichel. Murray 
also dealt for Evander Kane 
last season, and Kane will be 
ready to debut in October after 
shutting down his year for 
shoulder surgery. 

The man to guide the bol- 
stered Sabres is Oan Bylsma, 
who last coached the Penguins 
from 2009 to 2014. He coached 
Eichel at the 2015 worlds, at 
which Eichel impressed with 
seven points in 10 games. 

In one off-season, Buffalo 
added two star centers in Eichel 
and O'Reilly, and it potentially 
has another in its back pocket 




BUFFALO 


SABRES 


ATLANTIC 


Better than last year? Absolutely. A playoff team? Not yet. While adding 
Eichel, O 'Reilly and Kane makes the Sabres respectable, they still lack depth 
up front and have a subpar group of defensemen. Goaltending might prove 
reliable, but Lehner has never shouldered a No. 7 gig. The Sabres, no longer 
a doormat, will frustrate opponents with the tenacious O'Reilly and Kane on 
board. Fans who endured two seasons of historically awful hockey have been 
rewarded with Eichel and other riches, but It will be at least one more season 
before playoffs are a possibility In Buffalo. 


in Sam Reinhart. Goals-for and 
puck possession will take a big 
leap forward. Wingers Kane and 
Matt Moulson will be expected 
to break 20 goals, possibly 30 
for Kane, who reached that 
mark once in Winnipeg. 

The 0-corps remains a major 
weakness. Josh Gorges and 
Zach Bogosian will be forced 
to play top-pair minutes but 
are better suited to supporting 
roles. Rasmus Ristolainen, 20, 
enjoyed a productive end to the 
season. The Sabres see him as 
a cornerstone. 

The new No. 1 goaltender is 
Robin Lehner, acquired from 
Ottawa in June. Murray 
drafted Lehner and believes 
the 24-year-old can shoul- 
der a starter's job. 

Given the number of 
important players added to 
the lineup, special teams units 
will be made over. The Sabres 
now have weapons to deploy. 
Bylsma's PK units in Pittsburgh 
finished in the top five three 
times in his five seasons. 

Finally, Sabres fans will root 
for wins instead of losses as the 
team climbs toward respectabil- 
ity. They're still a bottom-10 club, 
but the playoffs aren't too far off. 


BDTTOMLINE I 


STATS 

CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F Ryan O'Reilly, +1.3 

F Johan Larsson, +0.8 
F David Legwand, +0.7 
0 Carlo Colaiacovo, +0.4 
0 Mark Pysyk, +0.2 
G Robin Lehner, -1.5 



SCORE ADJUSTED [ 
C0RSIF0R% I 
Ranked 30th in NHL 1 



S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 
Ranked 30th in NHL 


69.3 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 30th in NHL 


If DEPTH CHART I 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Evander Kane 5.25m 

1. Ryan O’Reilly 6.0m 

1. Tyler Ennis 4.6m 

2. Matt Moulson 5.0m 

2. Jack Eichel 925k 

2. Brian Gionta 4.25m 

3. Johan Larsson 800k 

3. Zemgus Girgensons 894k 

3. Sam Reinhart 894k 

4. Marcus Foligno 1.88m 

4. David Legwand 3.0m 

4. Jamie McGinn 2.95m 

5. Nicolas Deslauriers 638k 

5. Cody McCormick 1.5m 

5. Jerry D’Amigo 700k 

6. William Carrier 681k 

6. Cal O’Reilly 700k 

6. Jason Akeson 575k 

■ defense 

DEFENSE 

GDALIE 

1. Zach Bogosian 5.14m 

2. Rasmus Ristolainen 925k 

1. Robin Lehner 2.23m 

3. Josh Gorges 3.9m 

4. Mike Weber 1.67m 

2. Chad Johnson 1.3m 

5. Carlo Colaiacovo 900k 

6. Mark Pysyk 1.13m 

3. Andrey Makarov 578k 

7. Jake McCabe 925k 

8. Matt Donovan 825k 

RED indicates 

9. Chad Ruhwedel 650k 

10. Bobby Sanguinetti 600k 

new arrival 


KEY DEPARTURES Nikita Zadorov, D; Cody Hodgson, C; Mikhail Grigorenko, C; 
Andre Benoit, D; Anders Lindback, G 


-'Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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4. William Nylander 894k 4. Nick Spaling 2.2m 4. Peter Holland 775k 


5. Taylor Beck 875k 

5. Mark Arcobello 1.1m 

^ Matt Frattin 800k 

6. Josh Leivo 793k 

6. Casey Bailey 913k 

6. Zach Hyman 925k 

DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GDALIE 

1. Dion Phaneuf 7.0m 

2. Morgan Rielly 894k 

1. Jonathan Bernier 4.15m 

3. Jake Gardiner 4.05m 

4. Roman Polak 2.75m 

2. James Reimer2.3M 


SEASDNPREVIEW -li 


^JONATHAN 

BERNIER 


5. Stephane Robidas 3.0m 6. Matt Hunwick 1.2m 5. Antoine Bibeau 655k 

7. Martin Marincin 700k 8. Stuart Percy 863k red indicates 

9. Scott Harrington 589k 10. T.J. Brennan 675k 

KEY DEPARTURES Phil Kessel, RW; Eric Brewer, D; David Booth, LW; 

Colton Orr, RW; Tinn Erixon, D 

"'Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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MAPLE LEAFS 

ATLANTIC 


STATS 

CRUNCH 


m 

2014-15 TOP WAR i- 

F Nazem Kadri, +1.9 

F Daniel Winnik, +1.B 
F Tyler Bozak, +1.4 
□ Jake Gardiner, +1.2 
D Martin Marincin, -0.1 
G Jonathan Bernier, +0.8 


45.3 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 

Ranked 27th in NHL 


48 . 7 ! 58.7 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 
Ranked 27th in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 27th in NHL 


BOTTDMLINE 


If Babcock has the Maple Leafs knocking on the door for the playoffs, he's 
guaranteed a shot at the Jack Adams Award. This will be the most talent- 
starved NHL lineup he has ever coached. Absent Kessel's firepower, these 
Leafs cannot keep pace In an Atlantic Division that features seven talented 
teams with realistic playoff hopes. The post-season Is a pipe dream, but mo- 
tivation will be high after last season 's trainwreck finish. A character group 
could emerge. Still, the game is a goal-scoring contest, not a character con- 
test. It won 't take long for the Buds to take up residence in the basement. 


K # DEPTH CHART I 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. James van Riemsdyk 4.25m 1. Nazem Kadri 4.1m 

1. P-A Parenteau 1.5m 

2. Jeffrey Lupul 5.25m 

2. Tyler Bozak 4.2m 

2. Leo Komarov 2.95m 

3. Daniel Winnik 2.25m 

3. Shawn Matthias 2.3m 

3. Richard Panik 975k 


AFTER QUIETLY evaluat- 
ing his club in his first year 
as president, Brendan Shana- 
han tore apart the foundation 
of the Maple Leafs and began 
building a new one. Out is Phil 
Kessel, the face 
of the franchise 
since 2009, 
dealt to the Pen- 
guins for pros- 
pects. Installed 
as coach is Mike Babcock, who 
enters with a winning pedigree 
and the job security of an eight- 
year, $50-million contract - the 
largest ever for a bench boss. 
Shanahan stunned the hockey 
world with the Babcock hire and 
did it again when he recruited 
Lou Lamoriello as GM. With two 
hires, the Leafs solidified the 
brain trust to guide the rebuild. 
The suit-wearing segment of 
the organization is set, but the 
jersey-wearing segment is 
another story. 

The departure of Kessel's an- 
nual 30 goals from the league's 
24th-best offense tells the sto- 
ry of this team's ability. Nazem 
Kadri and James van Riemsdyk 
are now the top dogs. Most of 
the forwards are bottom-six tal- 
ents who'll be asked to score by 
committee. The Leafs picked up 


stopgap UFAs P-A Parenteau, 
Shawn Matthias, Daniel Winnik 
and Mark Arcobello, along with 
Nick Spaling (Kessel trade). 

The D-corps is mostly 
unchanged, anchored by Dion 
Phaneuf, Morgan Rielly and 
Jake Gardiner. The Babcock 
influence should see the Leafs 
play a tighter structure and al- 
low fewer prime chances. Matt 
Hunwick, Martin Marincin and 
Scott Harrington are new faces 
competing for depth roles. 

Jonathan Bernier signed a 
two-year extension and is the 
assumed starter as he seeks to 
prove himself as a No. 1. 

Shanahan and Babcock are 
keen on letting prospects mari- 
nate in the AHL, but they'll have 
rookie options out of camp. 
William Nylander, Connor Brown 
and Brendan Leipsic had three 
of the five-best rookie scoring 
rates in the AHL last season. 
The special teams units, both 
dreadful in 2D14-15, will be 
overhauled. The power play, es- 
pecially, will have a new identity 
without centerpiece Kessel. 

With no expectations for 
immediate success, Babcock 
will be afforded the latitude 
to implement systems and 
develop individuals. 








5. Paul Carey 575k 

5. Liam O’Brien 622k 

5. Stanislav Galiev 575k 

6. Chris Bourque 575k 

6. Zach Sill 575k 

6. Chris Brown 575k 

DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GDALIE 

1. John Carlson 3.97m 

2. Brooks Orpik 5.5m 

1. Braden Holtby 6.1m 

3. Matt Niskanen 5.75m 

4. Karl Alzner 2.8m 

2. Philipp Grubauer 750k 

5. Nate Schmidt 813k 

6. Dmitry Orlov 2.0m 

3. Dan Ellis 575k 

7. Ryan Stanton 575k 

8. Taylor Chorney 700k 

RED indicates 

9. Madison Bowey 695k 

10. Connor Carrick 637k 

new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Mike Green, D; Joel Ward, RW; Troy Brouwer, RW; Eric Fehr, C; 
John Erskine, D Steve Oleksy, D 


-'Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 


SEASDNPREVIEW 




CAPITALS 

METROPOLITAN 


THE PAST DECADE of 

Washington Capitals 
hockey has annually featured 
Alex Ovechkin in the Rocket 
Richard race but hasn't seen 
the game's most prolific 

scorer compete 
beyond the 
second round 
of the playoffs. 
This year, that 
changes. 

The league's sixth-best 
offense (tied with Calgary) is 
bolstered by a couple right wing 
additions: T.J. Oshie and Justin 
Williams, a duo with more fire- 
power than the departing Joel 
Ward and Troy Brouwer. If either 
finds chemistry with Ovechkin 
and Nicklas Backstrom, BO 
goals are well within reach for 
No. 8. With ascending youngers 
Andre Burakovsky and Evgeny 
Kuznetsov also in the top-six 
mix, Washington will again be 
defined by rocking the red light. 

The 2014-15 Caps were 
masterful shot suppressors in 
their first season under coach 
Barry Trotz. With systems now 
ingrained and a dependable 
top-four returning, the 0-corps 
remains solid. Longtime Cap 
Mike Green signed with the 
Red Wings, but John Carlson's 


emergence as a 50-point per- 
former softens his departure. 
The third pairing is up for grabs, 
potentially featuring Omitry 
Orlov and Nate Schmidt. 

Braden Holtby broke out as 
an upper-echelon netminder 
last season, and CM Brian 
MacLellan paid him like one 
this summer: a five-year deal 
at $B.l million per season. The 
pact makes Holtby, 2B, one of 
10 goalies with a cap hit of more 
than $B million. The deal may be 
a bargain, as he led the NHL in 
starts (72) and was seventh in 
save percentage (.923). 

Even without Green, the 
top-ranked power play remains 
lethal. The Ovechkin-Backstrom 
duo will have new talent to ex- 
periment with Williams and Os- 
hie, while Carlson and Niskanen 
operate as QBs. On the penalty 
kill, three of the top six forwards 
won't return. Trotz will rely on 
a different cast to elevate last 
season's rank of 14th. 

Ovechkin and Backstrom 
have each played more than 70 
playoff games, none beyond 
Round 2. MacLellan hopes this 
year's mix, featuring three-time 
Cup-winner Williams and the 
slick Oshie, helps the Caps 
march deeper into the spring. 


2. Marcus Johansson 3.75m 2. Evgeny Kuznetsov 3.0m 2. Justin Williams 3.25m 

3. Andre Burakovsky 894k 3. Jay Beagle 1.75m 3. Tom Wilson 894k 


4. Jason Chimera 2.0m 4. Michael Latta 575k 4. Brooks Laich 4.5m 


51.9 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI F0R% 
Ranked 11th in NHL 


53 . 5 ! 49.6 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 
Ranked 16th in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 

Ranked 6th in NHL 


BOTTDMLINE 


STATS 

CRUNCH 


2014-15 TOP WAR i- 

F Alex Ovechkin, +4.3 
F T.J. Oshie, +2.7 

F Justin Williams, +2.3 
□ John Carlson, +1.0 
D Karl Alzner, +0.8 
G Braden Holtby, +2.4 


Washington will couple regular season dominance with a deep playoff 
run. AH the pieces are in place: sizzle up front, dependable defenders, a 
show-stopper in goal, an irrepressible power play, a complementary mix of 
young and old talent and a master tactician behind the bench. Ovechkin 's 
30th birthday present is the best supporting cast he 's ever played with. The 
Capitals won't coast to a division title, but they have fewer holes than their 
primary competition - the Isles, Rangers, Jackets and Pens. The additions of 
Oshie and Williams to an already impressive lineup put the Caps over the top. 


DEPTH CHART I 

[left wing 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Alex Ovechkin 9.54m 

1. Nicklas Backstrom 6.7m 

I.T.J. Oshie 4.18m 
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O THE 2014-15 ISLANDERS 

were fittingly reminiscent 
of their ancestors in breaking 
TOO points for the first time 
since the franchise's glory 
years of the early 1980s. Led by 
John Tavares 
and a blos- 
soming cast of 
potent young 
forwards, the 
Islanders were 
suddenly too skilled to fail. Even 
with a middle-tier power play, 
they scored the fourth-most 
goals in the league. 

Understanding that his core 
players have yet to fully ripen, 
GM Garth Snow will ice essen- 
tially the same roster. Burgeon- 
ing Ryan Strome and Brock Nel- 
son are poised to step forward 
behind captain Tavares, 25, who 
lost out on the scoring title on 
the final day of the season. 

Last season's offensive surge 
was made possible by an up- 
graded blueline, led by additions 
Johnny Boychuk and Nick Led- 
dy. They settled in as a top pair 
and were useful in all situations. 
With the back end bolstered 
and Jaroslav Halak succeeding 
as the starting goalie. Snow's 
club rose up the ranks and will 
continue that climb. 



X 


NEW YORK 



ISLANDER 


METROPOLITAN 


Production from the forwards 
was more than adequate. Ex- 
pect growth from Strome, who 
had 50 points in his first full 
i season. He's a top candidate to 
stick on Tavares' line, 
j Special teams and overall de- 
] fense are clear bugaboos for a 
team that didn't change its per- 
sonnel much this off-season. 
New York's power play failed to 
score in seven playoff games 
against the Capitals. The Isles 
defended at the league's 23rd- 
best rate last season, and the 
penalty kill was 2Bth. Unless 
those numbers are reduced, the 
club can't realistically contend 
for a Cup. Natural maturation of 
. young players should help. 

Halak started 59 games 
I and wore down as he's done 
throughout his career. He's 
again the outright No. 1 and 
must adapt to a heavy work- 
load. At least he has a solid 
backup in free agent signee 
Thomas Greiss. 

The Isles move to the 
Barclays Center in Brooklyn, 
waving goodbye to the Nassau 
Coliseum, where they won four 
Stanley Cups. By returning with 
the same core players, it's clear 
5 Snow believes his club can hoist 
the Cup in the new digs soon. 


— 1 BOTTDMLINE I 

New York State’s best team now plays out of Brooklyn. Years of stockpiling 
talent Is paying off for GM Snow, who made minimal changes to a roster that 
filled the net regularly last season. The deadly offense led by Art Ross Trophy 
candidate Tavares will score even more this year, and the club will tighten up 
defensively, too. Youngsters Strome, Nelson, Anders Lee and Leddy are on 
the rise, as Is 'Johnny T. ' The top four D-men are solid and will reduce goals 
against In concert with Halak, In his second year as an Islander. The Metro 
will be tighter this season, and the Isles are near the top of the pack. 


◄ JOHN 

TAVARES 


' STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F John Tavares, +3.9 
F Kyle Okposo, +1.6 

F Brock Nelson, +1.5 
D Nick Leddy, +1.4 
D Johnny Boychuk, +1.1 
G Jaroslav Halak, +1.5 


53.5 I 60.5 i 52.7 

SCORE ADJUSTED [ S.A. CORSI FOR/60 S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
C0RSIF0R% I (OFFENSE) (DEFENSE) 

Ranked 5th in NFIL \ Ranked 1st in NFIL Ranked 18th in NFIL 


} DEPTH CHART I 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Josh Bailey 3.3m 

1. John Tavares 5.5m 

1. Kyle Okposo 2.8m 

2. Brock Nelson rfa 

2. Frans Nielsen 2.75m 

2. Ryan Strome 863k 

3. Nikolay Kulemin 4.19m 

3. Mikhail Grabovski 5.0m 

3. Anders Lee 3.75m 

4. Matt Martin 1.0m 

4. Casey Cizikas 1.0m 

4. Cal Clutterbuck 2.75m 

5. Justin Florek 725k 

5. James Wright 800k 

5. Michael Grabner3.0M 

6. Joe Whitney 750k 

6. Alan Quine 595k 

6. Kirill Petrov 875k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GOALIE 1 

1. Johnny Boychuk 6.0m 

2. Nick Leddy 5.5m 

1. Jaroslav Halak 4.5m 

3. Travis Hamonic 3.86m 

4. Thomas Hickey 2.2m 

2. Thomas Greiss 1.5m 

5. Calvin de Haan 1.97m 

6. Brian Strait 775k 

3. Kevin Poulin 600k 

7. Ryan Pulock 863k 

8. Scott Mayfield 925k 

RED indicates 

9. Kevin Czuczman 874k 

10. Adam Pelech 854k 

new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Griffin Reinhart, D; Michal Neuvirth, G; Colin McDonald, RW; 


Matt Donovan, D; Harry Zolnierczyk, LW 


-'Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 


SEASON PREVIEW - THE HOCKEY NEWS | 39 




BEASONPREVIEW 



H a YEAR AFTER falling to 
the Kings in the Stanley 
Cup final, the Rangers surged 
to a franchise-record 113 points 
and a Presidents' Trophy. 
Despite an improved regular 
season, the Blueshirts couldn't 
get back to the main event. 
They fell short to the Lightning, 
blanked twice at home. 

Martin St-Louis retired, and 
New York will miss his 52 points 
and work ethic, but the team 
remains exceptional on paper. 


Unfortunately for the Rangers, 
the Metro Division looks a lot 
more dangerous, as the top 
rivals added artillery. 

Jeff Gorton takes over as GM 
while Glen Gather narrows his 
role to club president. Gorton 
used his first off-season to 
shuffle the bottom six for- 
wards. He traded Carl Hagelin 
for Emerson Etem and signed 
Viktor Stalberg and Jarret Stoll 
after they flamed out with their 
previous teams. Stalberg can 


NEW YORK 



replace Hagelin's speed but is a 
downgrade skill-wise. Stoll, who 
pled guilty to two misdemean- 
ors after being charged with 

felony cocaine 
possession this 
off-season, can 
step in as the 
No. 4 center and 
play a heavy 
game with a defensive slant. 

Even without St-Louis, the 
top nine forwards are a potent 
group, anchored by 4D-goal 
threat Nash. The 1-2 punch 
of Derick Brassard and Derek 
Stepan provide ample pro- 
duction up the middle. Chris 
Kreider and Kevin Hayes haven't 
approached their ceilings. 

This group won't repeat as the 
league's third-best offense, but 


it will still pack a punch. 

The trade deadline addi- 
tion of Keith Yandle solidified 
the Blueshirts' blueline as the 
East's best, and the group 
returns, led by the ironclad trio 
of Ryan McDonagh, Marc Staal 
and Dan Girardi.Team goals- 
j against will remain top-flight, 

' as should the penalty kill, which 
was sixth last year. 

The tone setter and team 
MVP remains goalie Henrik 
Lundqvist. He's again expected 
to play BD to 65 games. The 
Rangers won't have a road trip 
or homestand longer than three 
’ games, a first for them in the 
B2-game era. They'll play the 
T second-most back-to-backs in 
the league, though, as they grind 
out a playoff berth in the Metro. 


’ STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR i- 

F Rick Nash, +3.1 

F Derick Brassard, +1.9 
F Chris Kreider, +1.8 
□ Dan Boyle, +1.4 
D Kevin Klein, +0.9 
G Antti Raanta, +1.5 


50.6 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI F0R% 
Ranked 18th in NHL 


54.5 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 
Ranked 12th in NHL 



S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 19th in NHL 


BDTTOMLINE i 


With world beater Lundqvist in goal and the East’s best D-corps, the 
Blueshirts will keep pace in the Metropolitan Division and make the playoffs, 
but don 't expect a reprise of last season 's Presidents ' Trophy campaign. 
Losing heart-and-soui St-Louis will hurt the offense, which needs a 
youngster like Hayes or J.T Miller to step up and support Nash, who will be 
hard-pressed to score 40 again. The Rangers had the league 's best record 
despite being an underwhelming possession team. They won't be so lucky 
this year. They'll need to dig deep after two straight lengthy playoff runs. 


DEPTH CHART I 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Rick Nash 7.8m 

1. Derick Brassard 5.0m 

1. Mats Zuccarello4.5M 

2. Chris Kreider 2.48m 

2. Derek Stepan 6.5m 

2. Kevin Hayes 900k 

3. Emerson Etem 850k 

3. Dominic Moore 1.5m 

3. J.T. Miller 874k 

4. Viktor Stalberg 1.1m 

4. Jarret Stoll 800k 

4. Jesper Fast 950k 

5. Tanner Glass 1.45m 

5. Oscar Liridberg 650k 

5. Brian Gibbons 600k 

6. Luke Adam 600k 

6. Jayson Megna 600k 

6. Marek Hrivik 575k 

DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GDALIE 

1. Ryan McDonagh 4.7m 

2. Dan Girardi 5.5m 

1. Henrik Lundqvist 8.5m 

3. Marc Staal 5.7m 

4. Keith Yandle 2.63m 

2. Antti Raanta 750k 

5. Dan Boyle 4.5m 

6. Kevin Klein 2.9m 

3. Mackenzie Skapski 663k 

7. Raphael Diaz 700k 

8. Brady Skjei 925k 

RED indicates 

9. Dylan MclIrathGOOK 

10. Mat Bodie 575k 

new arrival 


KEY DEPARTURES Martin St-Louis, RW; Carl Hagelin, LW; Cam Talbot, G; 
Matt Hunwick, D; Chris Mueller, C 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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SEABONPREVIEW & 



O THE JACKETS were 

struck by quantifiably bad 
luck in 2014-15: their 508 man- 
games lost were tops in the 
NHL. Core players who stayed 
healthy were productive, nota- 
bly the tandem 
of Ryan Johan- 
sen and Nick 
Foligno, who 
each eclipsed 
70 points. David 
Savard and Jack Johnson also 
enjoyed full seasons and posted 
healthy totals. But the top dogs 
couldn't pull the sled alone, as 
Brandon Dubinsky, Boone Jen- 
ner and Ryan Murray missed 
significant time. 

Columbus, who ended the 
season 12-0-1, is due for bet- 
ter health and a playoff berth, 
especially with the acquisition 
of Brandon Saad. He showed 
glimpses of brilliance in the 
Hawks' Cup run and looks to 
start on the top line. Saad 
bumps Hartnell or Jenner down 
the lineup, creating a third 
threatening trio. 

Columbus' offense was 12th- 
best on the strength of the top 
line. A top-10 offensive showing 
is expected, especially if Alex- 
ander Wennberg excels as the 
No. 3 center. 



X 



METROPOLITAN 


The 'C is the team's greatest 
concern. Last season's group 
allowed the fifth-most goals, 
and the penalty kill was subpar. 
The health of Murray, the No. 2 
overall pick in 2012, is crucial to 
boosting team defense. David 
Savard quietly emerged as a 
top-four minute muncher. 

Sergei Bobrovsky was 
good, but he didn't meet the 
expectations that come with 
winning the Vezina in 2013. A 
healthier roster in front of him 
will help. His $7.4-million cap hit 
demands excellence. 

The power play was the best 
in franchise history but needs 
a gunner on the point. On the 
penalty kill, help arrives in 
Gregory Campbell, formerly 
a man-down specialist in 
Boston. Foligno assumes 
the captaincy and is the 
first Jacket with a 'O' since Rick 
Nash left in 2012. Talented 
youngsters Kerby Rychel, Josh 
Anderson and William Karlsson 
got a taste of NHL action and 
will need to seize a spot from a 
veteran to make the club. 

With a slight upturn of luck, 
the young talent of the Blue 
Jackets will wear out the can- 
non and carry the franchise to 
its third playoff berth. 


◄ RYAN 

JOHANSEN 


The cannon is loaded and ready to open fire in the Metro. The Jackets 
managed the NHL ’s 12th-best offense in a season that saw them lead the 
league in man-games lost. A healthy lineup brimming with ascending young 
talent, anchored by the robust top line of Saad-Johansen-Foiigno, will guide 
Columbus back to the post-season. Bobrovsky will look more like a Vezina 
winner than he did last season, and the defense corps will stabilize thanks 
to third-year pro Murray, who is due to emerge after an unlucky sophomore 
year. Columbus boasts firepower you simply can 't contain. 


BDTTOMLINE I 


' STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F Nick Foligno, +3.3 

F Brandon Saad, +1.8 
F Scott Hartnell, +1.4 
0 David Savard, +1.0 
0 Kevin Connauton, +0.3 
G Sergei Bobrovsky, +0.7 


46.8 I 49.3 i 55.9 

SCORE ADJUSTED [ S.A. CORSI FOR/60 S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
C0RSIF0R% \ (OFFENSE) (DEFENSE) 

Ranked 26th in NHL 1 Ranked 25th in NHL Ranked 24th in NHL 



1. Brandon Saad 6.0m 1. Ryan Johansen 4.0m 1. N id Foligno 5.5m 


2. Scott Hartnell 4.75m 2. Brandon Dubinsky 5.85m 2. Cam Atkinson 3.5m 

3. Boone Jenner 778k 3. Alexander Wennberg 925k 3. David Clarkson 5.25m 

4. Matt Calvert 2.2m 4. Gregory Campbell 1.5m 4. Rene Bourque 3 .33m 

5. Kerby Rychel 863k 5. W illiam Karlsson 831k 5. Jared B oll 1.7m 

6. Sonny Milano 894k 6. Michael Chaput 650k 6. Josh Anderson 678k 


DEFENSE DEFENSE GDALIE 


1. Jack Johnson 4 .36m 2. Fedor Tyutin 4 .5m 1. Sergei Bobrovsky 7.43m 

3. Ry^Murray 894k 4. David Savard 1.3m 2. Curtis McElhinney 800k 

5. Dalton Prout 1.08m 6. Kevin Connauton 683k 3. Anton Forsberg 655k 

7. Cody Goloubef750K 8. Justin Falk 600k red indicates 

9. Andrew Bodnarchuk 650k 10. John Ramage 600k new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Artem Anisimov, C; Marko Dano, RW; Mark Letestu, C; 

Jeremy Morin, LW; Corey Tropp, RW 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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SEASDNPREVIEW 


PENGUINS 

METROPOLITAN 


H a MIX OF UPROAR and 

apathy from Penguins 
fans after another early playoff 
departure transformed into re- 
newed optimism when GM Jim 
Rutherford made the biggest 
splash of the NHL off-season. 
The common refrain of "get a 
winger for Sidney Crosby" was 
silenced with the acquisition of 
five-time 30-goal scorer Phil 
Kessel. And, to the delight of 
Pens faithful, Pittsburgh didn't 
surrender either of its top two 


prospects - Derrick Pouliot and 
□III Maatta - to seal the trans- 
action. It also gets Kessel at a 
discount after Toronto agreed 
to retain $1.2 million for each of 
the seven years left on his pact. 

Rutherford also upgraded the 
bottom six forwards, swapping 
Nick Bonino in for Brandon Sut- 
ter and adding Eric Fehr, Matt 
Cullen and Sergei Plotnikov 
in free agency. Rutherford's 
off-season shuffling will get the 
Penguins into the post-season. 


but they'll struggle to keep pace 
in the Metro Division. 

Kessel and the upgraded bot- 
tom six will elevate the offense, 
which was 19th 
last year. The 
power play, tied 
for eighth last 
season, could 
push to the top 
with the threat of Kessel's shot 
creating space for Crosby and 
Evgeni Malkin, and vice versa. 

The 'D' is thin on paper, 
but team defense isn't a big 
concern. The Pens were third 
in penalty kill and a top-lD 
defending team overall. Kris 
Letang and Maatta, both un- 
healthy last season, are the top X 
pair. The group gets significant- 
ly younger with the departures 


of Paul Martin and Christian 
Ehrhoff, leaving second-pair 
duty to Pouliot and Ian Cole, 
the latter of whom exceeded 
expectations and logged big 
minutes after being acquired in 
the second half. 

Marc-Andre Fleury had his 
j best season in 2D14-15 with 
j ID shutouts. He's a reliable 
r first-stringer, especially in the 
regular season. 

With Crosby and Malkin 
creeping toward 3D, there's a 
growing sense the Penguins' 
Cup window won't be open 
much longer as their superstars 
begin to decline. Rutherford's 
bold maneuvering keeps them 
in the playoff mix but won't 
bring the Cup back to Pitts- 
burgh this season. 



’ STATS 
CRUNCH 



a 

2014-15 TOP WAR i- 

F Sidney Crosby, +3.4 
F Evgeni Malkin, +3.3 

F Chris Kunitz, +2.0 
□ Kris Letang, +1.8 
D Ian Cole, +1.1 
G Marc-Andre Fleury, +3.0 


53.3 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 

Ranked 7th in NHL 



S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 

Ranked 8th in NHL 


48.6 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 

Ranked 5th in NHL 


BDTTOMLINE i 


Pittsburgh is a strong team but not quite at the ievei of four franchises 
ahead of them in the Metropoiitan Division. The Caps, isies and Jackets 
are on the rise, and the Rangers are stiii exceiient. Joining the scariest 1-2 
center tandem in the NHL, Kessei arrives as a iock for 30 goais and a threat 
for 40-pius. One of the best top-six forward groups in hockey wiii surge. 
Defense wiii dip, though, as the Penguins reiy too heaviiy on unproven 
rearguards. The cast beneath the duo of Letang and Maatta is questionabie. 
Kessei 's ho-hum piay away from the puck won 't heip team defense, either. 



lllll III^H 



1. Chris Kunitz 3.85m 

1. Sidney Crosby 8.7m 

1. Phil Kessel 6.8m 

2. David Perron 3.81m 

2. Evgeni Malkin 9.5m 

2. Patric Hornqvist 4.25m 

3. Sergei Plotnikov 925k 

3. Nick Bonino 1.9m 

3. Pascal Dupuis 3.75m 

4. Matt Cullen 800k 

4. Eric Fehr 2.0m 

4. Beau Bennett 800k 

5. Kael Mouillierat 575k 

5. Oskar Sundqyig 701k _ 

5. Bryan R^ 653k 

6. Conor Sheary 575k 

6. DominikUher575K 

6. Tom KuhnhackI 575k 

DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GDALIE 

1. Kris Letang 7.25m 

2. Olli Maatta 894k 

1. Marc-Andre Fleury 5.75m 

3. Derrick Pouliot 863k 

4. Ian Cole 2.1m 

2.JeffZatkoff600K 

5. Rob Scuderi 3.38m 

6. Ben Lovejoy 1.1m 

3. Matt Murray 620k 


7. Adam Clendening 761k 8. Tim Erixon 600k red indicates 

9. Brian Dumoulin 800k 10. David Warsofsky 600k new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Paul Martin, D; Christian Ehrhoff, D; Brandon Sutter, C; 

Steve Downie, RW; Blake Comeau, LW; Nick Spaling, C; Thomas Greiss, G 

■■"Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 


42 I THE HOCKEY NEWS - SEASON PREVIEW 


DEREK LEUNG/GETTY IMAGES 




JEFF VINNICK/NHLI VIA GETTY IMAGES 


SEABONPREVIEW ^ 




H BEYOND HIS TOP of- 
fensive duo and starting 
goalie, GM Ron Hextall didn’t get 
many stellar performances from 
his club last year. Still, he mostly 
left the roster alone, replacing 

coach Craig Ber- 
ube with NCAA 
stalwart Dave 
Hakstol. Hextall 
believes his 
young players 
have more to give, and Hakstol 
has molded college talents for 
the past decade. 

Hextall traded for center Sam 
Gagner and gave a one-year, 
$3-million pact to longtime KHL 
D-man Evgeni Medvedev, 33. 

A salary cap crunch pre- 
cluded bigger changes, so 
largely the same characters are 
tasked with bettering last year’s 
12th-place Eastern Conference 
finish. Hakstol could mesh with 
the group, but the Metro Divi- 
sion looks fierce in 2D15-1B. 

Gagner may move to the 
wing to help boost an offense 
that was carried by Claude 
Giroux and Jakub Voracek, and 
relied heavily on its power play. 
The keys to improving 5-on-5 
scoring are Brayden Schenn 
and Sean Couturier. Neither has 
reached his offensive ceiling. 



PHILADELPHIA 

FLYERS 


METROPOLITAN 


Dependable Wayne Simmonds 
should again flirt with 3D goals. 

Five of Philadelphia’s six best 
prospects are D-men, including 
’ 2D15 seventh overall pick Ivan 

Provorov. With Kimmo Timonen, 
Braydon Coburn and Nicklas 
Grossmann gone, the door 
' opens for the blue-chippers 
J to nab spots. The Flyers don’t 
, expect it will be long before 
] Provorov, Samuel Morin, Travis 
Sanheim and Shayne Gostis- 
behere are full-time NHLers. 

5 Until they win spots, Mark Streit 
and Michael Del Zotto anchor 
the blueline. Medvedev is a 
wild card who scouts say could 
^ provide offense. The back end 
remains a short-term weak- 
ness. Last year’s goals-against 
and penalty kill were below 
average despite strong | 

goaltending. ' 

Steve Mason was star- 
caliber in net, a rare occurrence 
in Philadelphia. He posted a 
.92S save percentage in 51 
appearances, but backups were 
sub-.SDD. Hextall brought in 
Michal Neuvirth as the No. 2. 

Flyers chairman Ed Snider, 
historically of the win-now 
mindset, appears to be on 
3 board with the club’s new build- 
from-within approach. 


◄ CLAUDE 

GIROUX 


1 BOTTDMLINE I 

New York’s teams stayed elite. Washington, Columbus and Pittsburgh added 
weapons. The Flyers? They added a 33-year-old defenseman from the KHL 
and a Coyotes castoff. Not a recipe for ascending the Metro standings. Even 
with superb seasons from Giroux, Voracek and Mason, PhiHy finished in 
the league’s bottom 10 last season. No organization can match the Flyers’ 
high-end prospect depth on defense, but none of the kids can rescue the 
troublesome blueline yet. New coach Hakstol has his hands full transitioning 
from college to an unforgiving pro market. A frustrating season awaits. 




' STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F Jakub Voracek, +2.7 

F Wayne Simmonds, +2. B 
F Claude Giroux, +2. B 
D Mark Streit, +0.8 
D Luke Schenn, +0.3 
G Steve Mason, +2. B 


49.0 I 50.3 I 52.3 

SCORE ADJUSTED | S.A. CORSI FOR/60 S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
C0RSIF0R% I (OFFENSE) (DEFENSE) 

Ranked 21st in NHL i Ranked 24th in NHL = Ranked 15th in NHL 


U- O J DEPTH CHART I 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Brayden Schenn 2.5m 

1. Claude Giroux 8.28m 

1. Jakub Voracek 4.25m 

2. Michael RaffI 1.1m 

2. Sean Couturier 1.75m 

2. Wayne Simmonds 3.98m 

3. R.J. Umberger4.6M 

3. Vincent Lecavalier4.5M 

3. Matt Read 3.63m 

4. Chris VandeVelde 713m 

4. P-E Bellemare 713m 

4. Sam Gagner 3.2m 

5. Taylor Leier 780k 

5. Scott Laughton 863k 

5. Ryan White 800k 

6. Chris Porter 575k 

6. Nick Cousins 843k 

6. Colin McDonald 625k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GDALIE 1 

1. Mark Streit 5.25m 

2. Michael Del Zotto 3.88m 

1. Steve Mason 4.1m 

3. Andrew MacDonald 5.0m 

4. Radko Gudas 992k 

2. Michal Neuvirth 1.63m 

5. Evgeni Medvedev 3.0m 

6. Luke Schenn 3.6m 

3. Jason LaBarbera 600k 

7. Nick Schultz 2.25m 

8. Ivan Provorov 925k 

RED indicates 

9. Shayne Gostisbehere 925k 

10. Travis Sanheim 894k 

new arrival 


KEY DEPARTURES Nicklas Grossmann, D; Zac Rinaldo, LW; Ray Emery, G; 
Carlo Colaiacovo, D; Jason Akeson, RW; Blair Jones, C 


-'Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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BEASONPREVIEW 



B A NEW ERA begins 
in New Jersey, as the 
organization starts a season 
without Lou Lamoriello as GM 
for the first time in 28 years. 
Ownership nudged 'Lou' to step 
aside and hire 
Ray Shero as 
the new GM, 
but Lamoriello 
lasted less than 
a summer on 
the sidelines as the Maple Leafs 
picked him up to be their GM. 

In Shero's first draft, he 
selected Pavel Zacha, who proj- 
ects as a No. 1 center. That's a 
fine start to the rebuild, but the 
Devils are due for a nightmarish 
2015-16. A quick glance at the 
depth chart makes it clear they 
will be among the first teams at 
the draft podium next year. 

Shero made two modest but 
useful acquisitions overthe 
summer, landing Kyle Palmier!, 
who slots as a top-six forward, 
from Anaheim and signing 
UFA defender John Moore. But 
neither will boost the offense 
much. Even with a power play 
that ranked eighth. New Jersey 
was 28th in goals a season ago. 
Only Mike Cammalleri and Adam 
Henrique eclipsed 40 points. 




DEVILS 


METROPOLITAN 


while Cammalleri was the lone 
20-goal man. Patrik Elias, once 
an offensive centerpiece, saw a 
sharp dropoff in production and 
can expect further decline at 39. 
Assistant coach Adam Oates 
ran the potent power play but 
isn't returning. 

The forwards are unimpres- 
sive, but the defensemen 
are young and promising. 

Andy Greene leads the group, 
while Adam Larsson, Damon 
Severson, Eric Gelinas, Moore 
and John Merrill are all 24 or 
younger. These aren't eye- 
popping puck-carriers, J: 

but it's a talented and ^ ^ 

responsible group. 

Cory Schneider is New 
Jersey's only real star. He 
faced the third-most shots 
and posted the fifth-best save 
percentage at .925. After strug- 
gling in 20 straight starts to 
open the season, he improved _ 

when Keith Kinkaid began shar- 
ing the crease. 

If Zacha makes the team. 

Devils fans will get a glimpse 
of their future, but the young 
Czech can't be counted on for 
top-six production yet. It will be 
a couple seasons before he and 
the Devils rise. 


<CORY 

SCHNEIDER 


BDTTOMLINE 


With the league 's least talented group of forwards, the Devils are a lottery 
lock. Other than Cammalleri, no Devil is likely to crack 20 goals. Just as no 
one else did last season. Elias ' career is almost over, and his production will 
further diminish after dropping from 53 to 34 points. Schneider is an out- 
right stud in goal, but he 'll once again struggle to win games behind a team 
that barely manages two goals per game. Expect a trade deadline selloff and 
a basement finish, as new GM Shero hopes to draft a second cornerstone 
after selecting future No. 7 center Zacha in 2015. 


\ 


STATS 

CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F Mike Cammalleri, +1.3 

F Kyle Palmieri, +0.9 
F Tuomo Ruutu, +0.6 
0 Damon Severson, +0.3 
D Andy Greene, +0.2 
G Cory Schneider, +4.5 





SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 

Ranked 25th in NHL 


I S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
I (OFFENSE) 

I Ranked 28th in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 16th in NHL 



2. Patrik Elias 5.5m 2. Adam Henrique 4.0m 2. Jordin Tootoo 825k 

3. Tuomo Ruutu 3.8m 5. Jacob Josefson 800k 3. Reid Boucher 693k 

4. Stefan Matteau 613k 4. Stephen Gionta 850k 4. Sergey Kalinin 925k 

5. Ryane Clowe 4.85m 5. Pavel Zacha 925k 5. P a ul Thomp son 575k 

6. Mike Sislo 563k 6. Blake Coleman 680k 6 . Jim O'Brien 575k 


DEFENSE DEFENSE GDALIE 


1. Andy Greene 5.0m 2. Adam Larsson 4.17m 1. Cory Schneider 6.0m 

3. Damon Severson 606k 4. Eric Gelinas 1.58m 2. Keith Kinkaid 725k 

5. John Moore 1.67m 6 . Jon Merrill 840k 3. Scott Wedgewood 588k 

7. Seth Helgeson 588k 8. Raman Hrabarenka 693k red indicates 

9. Vojtech Mozik 680k 10. Marc-Andre Gragnani 575k am \/ a \ 

KEY DEPARTURES Bryce Salvador, D; Scott Gomez, C; Dainius Zubrus, RW; 

Peter Harrold, D Scott Clemmensen, G 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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SEABONPREVIEW ^ 



Last season's 27th-ranked 
offense was a symptom of top 
players underperforming and 
having a secondary cast with 

little talent. Eric 
Steal hasn't 
scored 30 goals 
since 2010-11, 
while Skinner 
scored just 
18. Jordan Steal netted only 
six in his injury-shortened half 
season. Youngsters Victor Rask 
and Elias Lindholm chipped in 
and will continue to progress. 
Carolina needs a giant leap 
from one of them if the vets 
continue sputtering. 

If Hanifin makes the team, he 
won't be an immediate savior. 
Behind the steady Justin Faulk 
are Ron Hainsey, new addi- 



tion James Wisniewski, and an 
underwhelming group of depth 
defenders. The Canes gave up 
lots of goals last season, but 
shot suppression was above 
average, and they were a posi- 
tive possession team. 

The power play was 13th and 
j will improve with the right- 
j handed shot of Wisniewski. 

T The penalty kill, fourth overall 
last season, is the team's most 
impressive strength. 

Francis believes possession 
stats and a high number of one- 
goal losses are indicators of the 
potential for a quickturnaround. 
While that possibility exists, 
the Canes will need dramatic 
? improvement on too many 
fronts to stay out of the Metro's 
storm cellar. 


’ STATS 
CRUNCH 



m 

2014-15 TOP WAR i- 

F Eric Staal, +2.2 
F Chris Terry, +1.0 

F Jordan Staal, +1.0 

D Justin Faulk, +1.0 
D James Wisniewski, +0.8 
G Eddie Lack, +2.3 


51.6 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 
Ranked 13th in NHL 



S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 
Ranked 17th in NHL 


50.1 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 

Ranked 9th in NHL 


BDTTDMLINE I 


HURRICANES 

METROPOLITAN 


A roster that finished 26th is mostiy unchanged. Caroiina wiii miss the 
piayoffs for the seventh straight season. A paper-thin iineup is ied by 
past-his-prime Eric Staai and his brother Jordan, who hasn 't topped 40 
points in three seasons as a Cane. Skinner, who once appeared destined for 
superstardom, has sputtered. Beneath the top dogs are a mediocre support- 
ing cast and a D-corps with a simiiar makeup. Fauik wiii once again be asked 
to carry more than his own weight. The Metropoiitan Division wiii send five 
teams to the piayoffs, but the Hurricanes won 't be in that mix. 


H as players changed 
hands in a busy off-sea- 
son, Carolina CM Ron Francis 
mostly stood pat, making 
minimal changes to a team that 
hasn't reached the playoffs 
since 2009. But the decisions 
he did make were shrewd. The 
$14-million buyout of under- 
achieving winger Alexander 
Semin was addition by subtrac- 
tion. In trading for goaltender 
Eddie Lack, Francis bolstered 
the team's subpar goaltending. 


The most important move of 
the summer, though, was select- 
ing Noah Flanifin fifth overall in 
the draft. Flanifin, a well-rounded 
B-foot-3 defenseman with a 
silky stride, is a franchise player. 

Rumor-mill staples Eric 
Staal, Cam Ward and Jeff 
Skinner stayed put, as Francis 
continues to preach patience. 
The same leadership core that 
earned 30 wins and 71 points 
is tasked with leading the 
turnaround. 


}f O ^ DEPTH CHART | 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Jeff Skinner 5.73m 

1. Eric Staal 8.25m 

1. Elias Lindholm 925k 

2. Nathan Gerbe 1.75m 

2. Jordan Staal 6m 

2. Andrej Nestrasil 913k 

3. Brad Malone 650k 

3. Victor Rask 681k 

3. Chris Terry 875k 

4. Zach Boychuk 600k 

4. Jay McClementl.2M 

4. Riley Nash 1.15m 

5. Brock McGinn 812k 

5. Patrii^Brown 653k 

5. Justin Shugg 600k 

6. Phil Di Giuseppe 818k 

6. Brody Sutter 600k 

6. Brendan Woods 725k 

DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GOALIE 1 

1. Justin Faulk 4.83m 

2. James Wisniewski 5.5m 

1. Cam Ward 6.3m 

3. Ron H^sey 2.83m 

4. Ryan Murphy 863k 

2. Eddie Lack 1.15m 

5. John-Michael Liles 3.88m 

6. Noah Hanifin 925k 

3. Drew MacIntyre 600k 

7. Michal Jordan 625k 

8. Haydn Fleury 894k 

RED indicates 

9. Brett Pesce 809k 

10. Rasmus Rissanen 575k 

new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Alexander Semin, RW; Anton Khudobin, G 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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BEASONPREVIEW 



◄ VLADIMIR 

TARASENKO 



CENTRAL 


O THE PAST FOUR cam- 
paigns combined, the 
Blues have a points percentage 
of .662. Clearly, they've mas- 
tered the regular season. But 
over that same stretch, a 10-17 
playoff mark and one series win 
suggest St. Louis hasn't been 
built for playoff success. 

Expectations were that CM 
Doug Armstrong would tear off 
a major chunk of the roster and 
shuffle the core. He did make 
significant moves but nothing 


foundation-shaking. T.J. Oshie 
was dealt to the Capitals for 
Troy Brouwer, a brawny 20-goal 
threat and power play net pres- 
ence. The only other notable 
changes are the departure of 
blueline mainstay Barret Jack- 
man and the signing of fourth- 
line center Kyle Brodziak. Vladi- 
\ mir Tarasenko, who announced 
his arrival to superstardom with 
i 37 goals, signed an eight-year, 
$BO-million deal. 

Armstrong sniffed around 


the coaching market but elect- 
ed to stick with Ken Hitchcock. 
On a one-year deal, 'Hitch' can't 
afford to slip during the season 
and definitely 
can't afford to 
disappoint in 
another post- 
season. 

Playoff fail- 
ings aside, the Blues return 
with a sensational roster - fifth 
in offense, fourth in defense, 
fourth in power play and eighth 
in penalty kill. The lineup 
remains dynamite top to bot- 
tom. Alexander Steen, Jaden 
Schwartz, David Backes, Paul 
Stastny and Tarasenko are safe 
bets for 50 points. Brouwer will 
replace most of Oshie's offense 
and adds a needed physical 


dimension. Expect even more 
from the brilliant Tarasenko. 

St. Louis' D-corps will strive 
to be a better puck-transition 
group. The talent is there with 
gifted 50-point threats Alex 
Pietrangelo and Kevin Shat- 
tenkirk. Jay Bouwmeester will 
j rebound after dropping from 37 
j to 13 points. 

T Jake Allen and Brian Elliott 
both topped 20 wins, but expect 
Allen to see more starts. If he 
doesn't take the reins, the Blues 
are still set up nicely in goal. 

The Blues lacked intensity in 
their opening-round dismissal 
' at the hands of Minnesota. 

Their character was questioned 
all summer, and the group 
should arrive good and angry 
this October. 



’ STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR i- 

F V. Tarasenko, +4.0 
F Alexander Steen, +3.1 

F Jaden Schwartz, +2.2 
D Kevin Shattenkirk, +1.8 
D Robert Bortuzzo, +0.6 
G Jake Allen, +0.1 


52.4 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 

Ranked 9th in NHL 



S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 

Ranked 9th in NHL 


50.0 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 

Ranked 8th in NHL 


BDTTOMLINE i 


St. Louis will repeat as Central Division champs. Media chatter was negative 
after yet another playoff failure, but the Blues remain a dominant force. They 
were among the league's best offensive and defensive teams and boast 
weapons at all positions. Tarasenko's ascent to stardom will reach a higher 
rung. Backes, Steen, Schwartz and Stastny supply plenty of offense, and 
tenacious addition Brouwer complements the group. The 'D' is stacked with 
Pietrangelo, Shattenkirk and Bouwmeester. They'll have a monkey on their 
back until they go deep, but getting in will be a breeze. 


DEPTH CHART | 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Alexander Steen 5.8m 

1. David Backes 4.5m 

1. Vladimir Tarasenko 7.5m 

2. Jaden Schwartz 2.35m 

2. Paul Stastny 7.0m 

2. Troy Brouwer 3.67m 

3. Patrik Berglund 3.7m 

3. Jori Lehtera 2.75m 

3. Dmitri] Jaskin 775k 

4. Steve Ott 2.6m 

4. Kyle Brodziak 900k 

4. Ryan Reaves 1.13m 

5. Magnus Paajarvi 700k 

5. Robby Fabbri 894k 

5. Ty Rattle 773m 

6. Jordan Caron 600k 

6. Ivan Barbashev 773k 

6. Danny Kristo 600k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GOALIE 

1. Alex Pietrangelo 6.5m 

2. Kevin Shattenkirk 4.25m 

1. Jake Allen 2.35m 

3. Jay Bouwmeester 5.4m 

4. Carl Gmnarsson 2.95m 

2. Brian Elliott 2.5m 

5. Petteri Lindbohm 637k 

6. Robert Bortuzzo 1.05m 

3. Jordan Binnington 637k 

7. Andre Benoit 600k 

8. Chris Butler 675k 

RED indicates 

9. Peter Harrold 600k 

10. Joel Edmundson 743k 

new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES T.J. Oshie, RW; Barret Jackman, D; Zbynek Michalek, D; 


Marcel Goc, C; Olli Jokinen, C 


-'Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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O WITHIN DAYS of Chica- 
go's Stanley Cup victory 
in 2010, cap constraints forced 
CM Stan Bowman to ship out 
key pieces of his championship 
team. In 2015, the same circum- 
stance arose, 
and the players 
knew what was 
coming. With 
$10. 5-million 
cap hits kicking 
in for Jonathan Toews and Pat- 
rick Kane's new deals, Bowman 
was underthe gun to move 
dollars out the door. 

When Brandon Saad's con- 
tract demands escalated. Bow- 
man sent him to Columbus in a 
seven-player deal. Coming back 
was Artem Anisimov, a big cen- 
ter who steps in for the departed 
Brad Richards, and Marko Dano, 
a productive 20-year-old who 
makes less than $1 million for 
two more years. Patrick Sharp 
was then dealt to the Stars for 
Trevor Daley and Ryan Garbutt. 

A summer police investiga- 
tion around an alleged off-ice 
incident involving Kane cast 
doubt as to his status to start 
the season. If the Hawks lose 
his services, they'll plum- 
met without his team-leading 
production. With him, they're 




SEASDNPREVIEW ^ 


CHICAGO 

BLACKH 


CENTRAL 


good enough to be a leader in 
the beefed-up Central Division. 
After playing into June, the 
Hawks will have at least five 
fresh faces on the roster, which 
will counter the Cup hangover. 

Three of team's top forwards 
are gone in Saad, Sharp and 
Richards, but Teuvo Teravainen, 
just 2D, looked like a budding 
star in the playoffs. He and 
Anisimov and Dano will keep the 
secondary scoring respectable. 
KHL star import Artemi Panarin, 
23, has a top-six ceiling but 
hasn't played in North America. 

Elite puck possession helped 
the Hawks to the second-best 
goals against, and their 'D' is 
mostly intact, swapping in Daley 
for Johnny Dduya. The bottom 
pair of Trevor van Riemsdyk 
and David Rundblad is a work in 
progress but trending upwards. 

The Hawks were somehow 
2Dth on the power play, a rank 
that contradicts their elite skill. 
But the penalty kill was excep- 
tional, and will be again. 

Chicago's core is used to 
short summers after three 
Cups in six seasons. The loss of 
the skilled Saad hurts, but the 
Hawks still have plenty of tal- 
ent - enough to take a stab at a 
fourth title in seven seasons. 


1 BOTTDMLINE I 

The Hawks won 't capture a second straight title, but they won 't be hampered 
by a Stanley Cup hangover, either. Chicago, set to ice four forwards who 
enjoyed extended off-seasons, won 't sag as some anticipate. The arrival of 
Teravainen as a top-sixer will soften the exits of Sharp and Saad, as will new- 
comer Anisimov. The offense will really soar if youngsters Panarin and Dano 
step up. Expect the usual excellence from Keith, Brent Seabrookand Niklas 
HJalmarsson, anchoring one of the NHL 's finest D-corps. The Hawks are still 
good enough for second place in a much-improved Central. 


◄JONATHAN 

TOEWS 


' STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F Jonathan Toews, +2. B 
F Patrick Kane, +2.2 
F Marko Dano, +1.1 

D Duncan Keith, +1.9 

D Niklas Hjalmarsson, +0.9 
G Corey Crawford, +2. B 


53.7 1 58.0 ^ 49.9 

SCORE ADJUSTED [ S.A. CORSI FOR/60 S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
C0RSIF0R% I (OFFENSE) (DEFENSE) 

Ranked 4th in NHL I Ranked 3rd in NHL Ranked 7th in NHL 


1^ * DEPTH CHART 1 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Teuvo Teravainen 894k 

1. Jonathan Toews 10.5m 

1. Patrick Kane 10.5m 

2. Artemi Panarin 813k 

2. Artem Anisimov 3.28m 

2. Marian Hossa 5.28m 

3. Kris Versteeg 2.2m 

3. Andrew Shaw 2.0m 

3. Marko Dano 925k 

4. Bryan Bickell4.0M 

4. Marcus Kruger rfa 

4. Ryan Garbutt 900k 

5. Jeremy Morin 800k 

5. Andrew Desjardins 800k 

5. Viktor Tikhonov 1.04m 

6. Kyle Baun 859k 

6. Mark McNeill 863k 

6. Ryan Hartman 863k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GDALIE 1 

1. Duncan Keith 5.54m 

2. Brent Seabrook 5.8m 

1. Corey Crawford 6.0m 

3. Niklas Hjalmarsson 4.1m 

4. Trevor Daley 3.3m 

2. Scott Darling 588k 

5. Trevor van Riemsdyk 925k 

6. David Rundblad 1.05m 

3. Michael Leighton 575k 

7. Erik Gustafsson 668k 

8. Ville Pokka 925k 

RED indicates 

9. Cameron Schilling 575k 

10. Viktor Svedberg 575k 

new arrival 


KEY DEPARTURES Brandon Saad, LW; Patrick Sharp, LW; Johnny Oduya, D; 

Antoine Vermette, C; Brad Richards, C; Kimmo Timonen, D; Antti Raanta, G 

■■"Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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53.5 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 

Ranked 5th in NHL 


54 . 9 ! 47.8 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 
Ranked 11th in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 

Ranked 3rd in NHL 


1 BDTTDMLINE I 

Virtually the same roster returns, this time with better results. The ’D' is ter- 
rifying with skilled monsters Byfuglien, Myers and Trouba. Up front, the trio 
of Ladd-Littie-Wheeier is a safe bet to combine for more than ISO points. An 
emerging cast of secondary scorers and a potential rookie dynamo in Ehlers 
will help spread the offense. Last season 's elite possession numbers are in- 
dicative of how dominant these Jets can be. They're among the fastest and 
hardest-hitting teams in the league, perfectly suited for Maurice 's system. 
They've been initiated into the playoff mix. Now they're ready to win a round. 


◄ANDREW 

LADD 


STATS 

CRUNCH 


Backup Michael Hutchinson, 
who looked like a starter himself 
at times, will keep Pavelec from 
getting complacent. 

Perreault sparked the power 
play, but with weapons like 
Byfuglien, the Jets can't be in 
the bottom half of the league 
again. The loss of penalty kill 
maven Michael Frolik will hurt if 
coach Paul Maurice doesn't find 
a suitable replacement. 

The Jets will be a contender, 
especially if they can kick two 
troubling trends: surrender- 
ing leads and taking penalties. 
They led all four playoff games 
against the Ducks and led the 
league in minor penalties. They 
were saved by a 13th-best 
penalty kill but can't flirt with 
danger quite so much. 


m 

2014-15 TOP WAR i- 

F Bryan Little, +3.5 

F Mathieu Perreault, +2.8 
F Blake Wheeler, +2.5 
□ Dustin Byfuglien, +1.6 
D Jacob Trouba, +0.9 
G Ondrej Pavelec, +2.4 


could challenge Adam Lowry 
for the third-line center spot, 
while Ehlers, should he make 
the team, could end up on the 
wing anywhere 
in the lineup. 

The Jets 
have envi- 
able depth on 
defense, on 
the right side especially with 
Jacob Trouba, Dustin Byfuglien 
and Tyler Myers. The left side 
of Toby Enstrom, Mark Stuart 
and Ben Chiarot is respectable. 
Puck possession was a team 
strength last season, as was 
goals against. 

Dndrej Pavelec 
posted a .92D save 
percentage and finally 
looked like a No. 1 netminder. 


H AFTER GAME 82 last 

season, Winnipeg looked 
so convincingly like a contender 
that many experts picked them 
to topple the Ducks in round 1. 
The Jets were eventually swept, 
reminding us of their new-to- 
the-party status among the 
West's best. 

With minimal roster shuffling 
by DM Kevin Cheveldayoff, this 
is a "prove it" season for the 
group that gave Winnipeg its 
first playoff berth since 1996. 


Dverall goal production 
should rise from IBth-best, 
anchored by the dependable top 
trio of Andrew Ladd, Bryan Little 
and Blake Wheeler. The second 
line features rising talent Mark 
Scheifele and Mathieu Perreault. 

A couple wild cards in the 
offensive scheme are Alex Bur- 
mistrov, who returns after two 
seasons in the KHL, and Nikolaj 
Ehlers, the 19-year-old with 
back-to-back IDD-point sea- 
sons in the QMJHL. Burmistrov 


P & 7 * DEPTH CHART I 

f LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Andrew Ladd 4.4m 

1. Bryan Little 4.7m 

1. Blake Wheeler 5.6m 

2. Mathieu Perreault 3.0m 

2. Mark Scheifele 863k 

2. Drew Stafford 4.35m 

3. Nikolaj Ehlers 894k 

3. Alex Burmistrov 1.55m 

3. Matt Halischuk 750k 

4. Matt Fraser 650k 

4. Adam Lowry 828k 

4. Chris Thorburnl.2M 

5. Nic Petan 758k 

5. Andrew Copp 925k 

^Joel Armia 894k 

6. Scott Kosmachuk 720k 

6. Patrice Cormier 650k 

6. Anthony Peluso 675k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GOALIE 

1. Dustin Byfuglien 5.2m 

2. Jacob Trouba 894k 

1. Ondrej Pavelec 3.9k 

3. Tyler Myers 5.5m 

4. Toby Enstrom 5.75m 

2. Michael Hutchinson 575k ^ 

5. Mark Stuart 2.63m 

6. Ben Chiarot 850k 

3. Connor Hellebuyck 668k 

7. Jay Harrison 1.05m 

8. Josh Morrissey 863k 

RED indicates 

9. Grant Clitsome 2.07m 

10. Adam Pardyl.OM 

new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Michael Frolik, RW; Eric O’Dell, C; T.J. Galiardi, LW; 


Keaton Ellerby, D 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 


48 I THE HOCKEY NEWS - SEASON PREVIEW 


GRAIG ABEL/NHLI VIA GETTY IMAGES 







CLAUS ANDERSEN/GETTY IMAGES 


SEABONPREVIEW & 



DALLAS 


STARS 

CENTRAL 


H DALLAS’ IDENTITY last 
season was culturally fit- 
ting, as sharpshooters defined 
the club and paced the Stars 
to the league’s second-best 
offense. Jamie Benn won the 

scoring title, and 
Tyler Seguin 
wasn’t far 
behind. Center 
Jason Spezza 
worked out as 
planned, providing BO points 
from the second line. John Kling- 
berg emerged as a 40-point 
0-man in his rookie year. Yes, 
weapons were plentiful, but a 
playoff spot didn’t follow, as Oal- 
las gave up far too many goals. 

General manager Jim Nill 
prioritized goaltending, as his 
club’s save percentage was piti- 
ful while possession numbers 
were solid. Nill inked Antti Niemi 
to split time with Kari Lehtonen. 
That should give the club de- 
cent netminding for 82 games. 

Nill further bolstered his ros- 
ter by poaching Patrick Sharp 
from the Cup-winning Black- 
hawks. Sharp fills out the top six 
forwards and has an estab- 
lished two-way dimension. The 
□-corps gets deeper with UFA 
addition Johnny Cduya, who will 
slide in on Dallas’ second pair 


and log difficult minutes. 

The Stars should easily re- 
peat as the NHL’s second-best 
offensive team and might even 
\ surpass Tampa Bay. The top 
six adds Valeri Nichushkin, who 
played eight games last year 
because of hip surgery. Just 20, 
the Russian right winger could 
be electric in his second full 
i season after scoring 34 points 
j as a rookie at 18. The power play 
was tied for 11th and has poten- 
tial to soar. Sharp is an option 
with Klingberg on the point. 

What keeps Dallas from true 
contender status is the lack of a 
true No. 1 blueliner. Klingberg’s 
r tremendous rookie year indi- 
. cates a bright future, but he isn’t 
yet an anchor. The Stars need a 
collectiveeffortfromAlexGoli- 
goski, Dduya and Jason Demers 
to stabilize the back end. 

If Niemi and Lehtonen pro- 
vide league-average goaltend- 
ing, goals against will drastically 
drop. Both have historically 
been starters, but Nill thinks the 
' platoon will keep them fresher, 
□n paper, the holes have 
been mostly filled. Nill has 
spent three summers on the 
job in Dallas and made bold, im- 
3 pressive changes in each. The 
Stars' arrow points skyward. 




1 BDTTOMLINE I 

A Texas- sized offense didn't demand an upgrade, but a heaithy Nichushkin 
and Cup veteran Sharp make the Stars’ top two iines as frightening as any 
group in the West Benn, fresh off an Art Ross Trophy, and expiosive No. 7 
center Seguin wiii pace the dynamic group. Goais-against piagued Daiias 
iastyear, and GM Niii remedied that probiem with 1A goaitender Niemi and 
stabie D-man Oduya. Kiingberg wiii buiid off his dynamite rookie year, ieading 
a soiid if unspectacuiar back end. Defense, goaitending and offense (some- 
how) wiii improve, catapuiting the Stars back into the post-season. 


' STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F Tyler Seguin, +4.1 
F Jamie Benn, +4.0 

F Patrick Eaves, +2.2 
D John Klingberg, +1.9 
D Alex Goligoski, +1.2 
G Antti Niemi, 





SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 

Ranked 9th in NHL 


I S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
I (OFFENSE) 

S Ranked 5th in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 16th in NHL 


DEPTH CHART I 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Jamie Benri 5.25m 

1. Tyler Seguin 5.75m 

l.Val^ Nichushkin 925k 

2. Patrick Sharp 5.9m 

2. Jason Spezza 7.5m 

2. Ales Hemsky 4.0m 

3. Antoine Roussel 2.0m 

3. Cody Eakinl.9M 

3. Patrick Eaves 1.15m 

4. Travis Moen 1.85m 

4. Vernon Fiddler 1.25m 

4. Colton Sceviour 650k 

5. Curtis McKenzie 675k 

5. Travis Morin 550k 

5. Brett Ritchie 814k 

6. Brendan Ranford 610k 

6. Jason Dickinson 894k 

6. Devin Shore 870k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GOALIE 1 

1. Alex Goligoski 4.6m 

2. John Klingberg 4.25m 

1. Kari Lehtonen 5.9m 

3. Johnny Oduya 3.75m 

4. Jason Demers 2.21m 

2. Antti Ni^i 4.5m 

5. Jordie Benn 700k 

6. Jamie 0leksiak875K 

3. Jack Campbell 650k 

7. Jyrki Jokipakka 900k 

8. Patrik Nemeth 900k 

RED indicates 

9. Stephen Johns 800k 

10. Julius Honka 894k 

new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Trevor Daley, D; Ryan Garbutt, RW; Shawn Horcoff, C; 


Jhonas Enroth, G 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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H DEFYING WIDESPREAD 

expectations of a base- 
ment finish in 2014-15, Nash- 
ville exploded for 104 points. GM 
David Poile liked what he saw 
and used the off-season to add 
depth, putting faith in his core 
group to build on its excellent 
first season under coach Peter 
Laviolette. 

Poile sprinkled his roster with 
minor UFA additions: Forward 
Cody Flodgson, recently bought 
out by the Sabres; Steve Moses, 


a pint-sized KFIL scoring winger; 
and Barret Jackman, a longtime 
Blues stay-at-home D-man. 

The Preds battled for the 
Presidents’ Trophy in their first 
BO games but finished B-12-3 
and couldn’t hold leads in the 
playoffs. This year’s group won't 
flirt with a division title but 
should make the post-season. 

Nashville’s offense was a 
respectable 14th, led by Calder 
finalist Filip Forsberg and first- 
year Predator Mike Ribeiro, who 


each broke BO points, providing 
top-line production typically 
rare in Music City. James Neal, 
Craig Smith, Colin Wilson and 
Mike Fisher 
provided decent 
secondary scor- 
ing. Far more 
is expected of 
Neal, whose 23 
goals and 37 points didn’t ap- 
proach what he posted on the 
star-laden Penguins. 

The team’s offensive engine 
resides on the blueline with 
Shea Weber and Roman Josi, 
who combined for 30 goals and 
100 points. Josi had 55 of those 
points and became a household 
name. The seemingly endless 
Nashville blueliner factory also 
boasts phenom Seth Jones, en- 


tering his third season. Fie can 
take his time developing on the 
second pair. The Predators had 
the ninth-fewest goals against 
despite the No. IB penalty kill. 

A 2.1B goals-against average 
and 41 wins had Pekka Rinne 
in the Vezina and Flart Trophy 
conversations for much of the 
season. Fle’s slated to play at 
least BO games in a Central 
Division with no soft nights on 
the schedule. 

Another offensive weapon 
is on the way in Kevin Fiala, 
picked 11th overall in 2014. Fie 
impressed with 20 points in 
33 AFIL games as an IB-year- 
old and has a shot to crack 
the opening-night roster. Fiala 
strengthens an impressive 
young core. 



’ STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 

F Mike Ribeiro, +2.2 

F Filip Forsberg, +2.2 
F Colin Wilson, +2.2 
D Matties Ekholm, +1.5 
D Barret Jackman, +1.4 
G Pekka Rinne, +0.7 


53.1 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 

Ranked 8th in NHL 



S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 

Ranked 2ncl in NHL 


51.4 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 14th in NHL 


BDTTOMLINE i 


The Preds should secure a lower playoff seed than last year's, but that's 
more a testament to the Central Division's strength than to the team's tra- 
jectory. The D-corps Is one of the league’s most dominant two-way groups, 
led by Weber, Josi, and an emerging Jones. Vezina finalist Rinne gives Nash- 
ville a shot to win every night. Forsberg emerged as a star In his rookie year, 
and he'll soon be joined by Fiala. The team's collection of solid contributors 
up front makes up for its lack of top-end talent, but Nashville won't advance 
deep into the playoffs without more star power among the top six. 


Klims' DEPTH CHART I 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Filip Forsberg 894k 

1. Mike Rib^o 3.5m 

1. James Neal 5.0m 

2. Colin Wilson 3.94m 

2. Mike Fisher 4.4m 

2. Craig Smith 4.25m 

3. Eric Nystrom 2.5m 

3. Calle Jarnkrok 735k 

3. Cody Hodgson 1.05m 

4. Gabriel Bourque 866k 

4. Paul Gaustad 3.25m 

4. Steve Moses 1.0m 

5. Kevin Fiala 894k 

5. Colton Sissons 635k 

5. Cody Bass 575k 

6. Austin Watson 575k 

6. Max Reinhart 575k 

6. Miikka Salomaki 781k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GDALIE H 

1. Shea Weber 7.86m 

2. Roman Josi 4.0m 

1. Pekka Rinne 7.0m 

3. Seth Jones 925k 

4. Ryan Ellis 2.5m 

2. Carter Hutton 725k 

5. Barret Jackman 2.0m 

6. Mattias Ekholm 1.04m 

3. Marek Mazanec 575k 


7. Victor Bartley 667k 8. Anthony Bitetto 666k red indicates 

9. Conor Allen 575k 10. Taylor Aronson 605k new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Cody Franson, D; Mike Santorelli, C; Matt Cullen, C; 

Viktor Stalberg, LW; Taylor Beck, LW; Joe Piskula, D; Rich Clune, LW 

"'Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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SEABONPREVIEW ^ 




H CHUCK FLETCHER 

returns essentially the 
same group to Minnesota. The 
Wild GM says he's happy about 
that but had little choice, as his 
books are weighed down by vet- 
eran contracts. 
Goalie Devan 
Dubnyk de- 
manded a hefty 
payout as he hit 
the open mar- 
ket. His breakout vaulted the 
Wild to a wild card position, but 
it was by far the best stretch of 
a so-so career, casting doubt on 
how he’ll perform over his next 
six seasons under contract. 

The Wild’s lone significant 
UFA addition is D-man Mike 
Reilly, 22, one of the off-sea- 
son’s most coveted free agents. 
He shone at the University of 
Minnesota for three seasons. 

He won’t need much seasoning 
before stepping in and making 
an impact for the Wild. 

Minnesota is good at every 
position but not great. Last 
year’s forward unit did supply 
some bright spots, including 
Zach Parise’s 33 goals, Nino 
Niederreiter’s 24 and Jason 
Zucker’s 21. Centers Mikko 
Koivu and Mikael Granlund dis- 
appointed, especially Granlund, 


MINNESOTA 



who had eight goals for the 
second straight year. He has 
the talent and the opportunity 
to produce 50-plus points. 

’ The Wild’s offensive balance 
enabled them to finish 12th in 
goals, but they need more from 
theirtoptalents,andthe27th- 
rated power play must improve. 
Fletcher wants to see younger 
i talent deployed more often, 
rather than the vet-heavy top 
unit coach Mike Yeo prefers. 

Minnesota’s identity is its 
team defense. The club allowed 
the fourth-fewest shots and 
sixth-fewest goals. The penalty 
kill was the league’s best. Pos- 
session numbers were decent, 
too. Blueliner Ryan Suter plays 
nearly half of every game and in 
all situations. His emergent sup- 
porting cast is an impressive mix 
of young, responsible D-men. 

Dubnyk started 38 straight 
games to earn a Masterton 
Trophy and finish third in 
Vezina voting. At no point in his 
career - in the NHL, the AHL, or 
major junior - did his numbers 
resemble last season's. Has he 
blossomed into a superstar at 
29? The safe prediction is Dub- 
nyk will be more like the rest of 
3 his team: average, but not quite 
up to par in the deadly Central. 



BDTTOMLINE I 


If the best predictor of future performance is past performance, Dubnyk 
won’t reprise as a superhuman savior in goal. Without him, the Wild would 
have finished last season outside the playoff picture, and that’s where they’ll 
fall in 2015-16. Besides the industrious Parise, Minnesota’s over-30 forward 
crop is overpaid and underwhelming. Age-related decline could worsen that 
problem. A strong group of blueliners led by workhorse Suter is impressive 
and will maintain Minny’s elite defensive status. Goals against stand to rise 
slightly, however, as Dubnyk’s numbers regress to the mean. 


' STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR F- 

F Zach Parise, +2.1 
F Nino Niederreiter, +1.8 

F Jason Zucker, +1.7 
D Jared Spurgeon, +2.3 
D Mathew Dumba, +1.0 
G Devan Dubnyk, +3.4 





SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 
Ranked 15th in NHL 


I S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
I (OFFENSE) 

1 Ranked 13th in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 13th in NHL 


> DEPTH CHART 


LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 

1. Zach Parise 7.54m 

1. Mikael Granlund 3.0m 

1. Jason Pominville5.6M 

2. Thomas Vanek 6.5m 

2. Mikko Koivu 6.75m 

2. Nino Niederreiter 2.67m 

3. Jason Zucker 900k 

3. Charlie Coyle 3.2m 

3. Justin Fontaine 1.0m 

4. Ryan Carter 625k 

4. Erik Haulal.OM 

4. Jordan Schroeder 600k 

5. Ruslan Fedotenko 600k 

5. Tyler Graovac 748k 

5. Zack Mitchell 615k 

6. Brett Sutter 600k 

6. Zac Daipe 600k 

6. Michael Keranen 675k 

DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GOALIE 1 

1. Ryan Suter 7.54m 

2. Jonas Brodin 4.17m 

1. Devan Dubnyk 4.33m 

3. Jared Spurgeon 2.67m 

4. Mathew Dumba 894k 

2. Darcy Kuemper 1.25m 

5. Marco Scandella 4.0m 

6. Christian Folin725K 

3. Niklas Backstrom 3.42m 

7. Mike Reilly 925k 

8. Nate Prosser 625k 

RED indicates 

9. Tyson Strachan 650k 

10. Gustav Olofsson 795k 

new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Kyle Brodziak, C; Matt Cooke, LW; Chris Stewart, RW; 

Josh Harding, G; Jonathon Blum, D 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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BEASONPREVIEW 



H theavs sought to 

get deeper, tougher and 
better on the blueline, and their 
major off-season move ad- 
dressed those needs. In moving 
Ryan □'Reilly, who was one year 
away from free agency, Colo- 
rado nabbed blue-chip blueliner 
Nikita Zadorov and towering 
pivot Mikhail Grigorenko. They 
polished off the retool by sign- 
ing Carl Soderberg, who steps 
in as the No. 2 center, plus 
depth winger Blake Comeau 


and veteran D-man Francois 
Beauchemin as UFAs. 

□ff-season moves were bold 
and swift, and youngsters Za- 
dorov and Grigorenko could fit 
in nicely with Colorado's young 
talent. But if playoffs are the 
goal this season, the summer 
was a failure. G'Reilly's depar- 
ture will be felt at both ends of 
the rink. Fie was a possession 
driver and special teams staple. 
The Avs don't come close to re- 
placing one of the game's most 


complete forwards by slotting 
in Soderberg. 

Five of six 5G-point scor- 
ers return. Even with these 
weapons, the 
offense finished 
23rd thanks to 
- a 29th-ranked 

power play. 
Nathan MacKin- 
non could save the day, though. 
It's only a matter of time before 
he's a regular among the 
league's top producers. 

Beauchemin can help reduce 
goals against, but he's 35 
and not a savior. The hope is 
Zadorov can play on the second 
pair immediately. Erik Johnson, 
who went down with a knee 
injury in January, anchors the 
□-corps with Tyson Barrie. 


Semyon Varlamov provides 
star-caliber goaltending if 
healthy, but he had groin issues 
last year. Calvin Pickard is the 
second-best goalie, but Reto 
Berra will be the regular backup. 

□n the rookie front, defense- 
men Chris Bigras and Mason 
Geertsen will get NFIL audi- 
tions this year. The Avs' 2C15 
first-rounder, Mikko Rantanen, 
is a wild card. Fie could play in 
Finland, the AFIL or the NFIL in 
2C15-1B. The B-foot-4 sniper, 

IB, was second on his team in 
scoring in Finland's top league 
last season. 

The Avs have young talent 
that'll eventually lead them to 
the summit of the unforgiving 
Central, but they'll stay at base 
camp at least another year. 



’ STATS 
CRUNCH 



■ 

2014-15 TOP WAR i- 

F Jarome Iginia, +1.3 

F Gabriel Landeskog, +1.2 
F Blake Comeau, +0.8 
□ Tyson Barrie, +1.B 
D Erik Johnson, +0.4 
G Semyon Varlamov, +2.B 


42.7 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 

Ranked 29th in NHL 



S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 
Ranked 29th in NHL 


61.0 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 28th in NHL 


1 BDTTDMLINE I 


Hand it to the Avalanche for an off-season of aggressive moves, but they're 
nowhere close to the playoff picture in the vicious Western Conference. 
Swapping in Soderberg for O'Reilly is a dear downgrade. Beauchemin and 
Zadorov can help the 'D, ' but one is too old and the other too young to have a 
major impact. The Avs will be fun to watch and will out-gun tough opposition 
some nights, but they're a ways away from contention. Colorado 's 2015-16 
outlook, expressed as a simple equation: A pitiful possession team, minus 
O'Reilly, plus the league's deepest division, equals a basement finish. 


DEPTH CHART | 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Gabriel Landeskog 5.57m 

1. Matt Duchene 6.0m 

1. Nathan MacKinnon 925k 

2. AlexTanguay 3.5m 

2. Carl Soderberg 4.75m 

2. Jarome Iginia 5.33m 

3. Blake Comeau 2.4m 

3. John Mitchein.SM 

3. Dennis Everberg 613k 

4. Cody McLeod 1.33m 

4. Mikhail Grigorenko 675k 

4. Patrick Bordeleau 1.0m 

5. Jesse Winchester 900k 

5. Marc-Andre Cliche 700k 

5. Borna Rendulic 623k 

6. Freddie Hamilton rfa 

6. Joey Hishon 890k 

6. Mikko Rantanen 925k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GOALIE 1 

1. Erik Johnson 3.75m 

2. Tyson Barrie 2.6m 

1. Semyon Varlamov 5.9m 

3. Francois Beauchemin 4.5m 

4. Nikita Zadorov 894k 

2. Reto Berra 1.45m 

5. Brad Stuart 3.6m 

6. Zach Redmond 750k 

3. Calvin Pickard 851k 

7. Nick Holden 1.65m 

8. Nate Guenin800K 

RED indicates 

9. Stefan Elliott rfa 

10. Chris Bigras 843k 

new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Ryan O’Reilly, C; Jamie McGinn, LW; Daniel Briere, C; 


Jordan Caron, RW 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 


52 I THE HOCKEY NEWS - SEASON PREVIEW 


ELSA/GETTY IMAGES 





HARRY HOW/GETTY IMAGES 



ANAHEIM 


DUCKS 

PACIFIC 


IN THE PAST three 
playoffs, the Ducks have 
inched progressively closer 
to their second Stanley Cup, 
taking 3-2 series leads before 
falling short. Most recently, 

they appeared 
destined for the 
dance, before 
the resiliency of 
the Blackhawks 
overpowered 
them. This string of near misses 
could be spirit crushing, or it 
could be the perfect motiva- 
tional elixir. Bet on the latter. 

The Ducks are once again all 
in. General manager Bob Murray 
made clever off-season tweaks, 
upgrading his wings with Chris 
Stewart's size and Carl Hage- 
lin's speed while adding veteran 
bottom-six help in Shawn Hor- 
coff and Mike Santorelli. 

Anaheim's offense dipped 
from first to 11th and lost 22- 
goal scorer Matt Beleskey this 
off-season, along with Kyle 
Palmier! and Emerson Etem.The 
Ducks need the new additions 
to pitch in and to see progress 
from youngsters Rickard Rakell 
and Jiri Sekac. Anaheim relied 
on a top-heavy structure led by 
Ryan Getzlaf, Corey Perry and 
Ryan Kesler. Secondary scoring 


must take heat off the top guns. 

Last season's goals against 
ranked 2Dth, not nearly good 
enough. Personnel-wise, the 
\ Ducks 'D' is exceptional, and the 
young trio of Hampus Lindholm, 
Sami Vatanen and Cam Fowler 
haven't blossomed fully. The 
21-year-old Lindholm, a No. 

1 defenseman in the making, 
i could surge. Stable vet Francois 
Beauchemin left for Colorado 
as a UFA, but Murray acquired 
Kevin Bieksa to fill that hole. 

Goaltending is good but not 
great, with Frederik Andersen 
the incumbent No. 1. But don't be 
surprised if John Gibson takes 
the reins. Anton Khudobin is an 
option in case either falters. 

Imagine how dominant the 
Ducks can be with a power play 
ranked higher than 2Bth? New 
assistant coach Paul MacLean 
will be tasked with bettering the 
lowly PP, which saw Getzlaf and 
Perry combine for seven goals. 

In another Cup-or-bust 
season, Bruce Boudreau is on 
the hot seat after failing to close 
out a tight series. With MacLean 
and AFIL San Diego coach Dallas 
Eakins in the organization, and 
a handful of veteran coaches 
looking for work, Boudreau can't 
afford to stumble. 



' STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F Ryan Getzlaf, +3.3 
F Corey Perry, +2.3 

F Andrew Cogliano, +1.2 
D Sami Vatanen, +2.0 
D Cam Fowler, +0.9 
G Frederik Andersen, 





SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 
Ranked 16th in NHL 


I S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
I (OFFENSE) 

1 Ranked 17th in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 10th in NHL 



SEASDNPREVIEW -i: 


RYAN 

GETZLAF 


These Ducks are mighty hungry, and playoff scraps won 't suffice - only a 
championship will. Nine years after capturing the franchise's first title, Ana- 
heim will hoist the Stanley Cup again. Led by the potent forward tandems of 
Getzlaf-Perry and Kesler-Silfverberg, the supporting cast has been upgraded 
and will create a more balanced attack. A dynamic group of young defense- 
men will be even better, especially rising star Lindholm. The club that had the 
eventual Cup-winning Blackhawks on the ropes in the Western Conference 
final last season will close out the deal this time around. 


DEPTH CHART | 

K LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Patrick Maroon 2.0m 

1. Ryan Getzlaf 8.25m 

1. Corey Perry 8.63m 

2. Carl Hagelin4.0M 

2. Ryan Kesler 5.0m 

2. Jakob Silfverberg 3.75m 

3. Andrew Cogliano 3.0m 

3. Rickard Rakell 894k 

3. Chris Stewart 1.7m 

4. Jiri Sekac 925k 

4. Shawn Horcoff 1.75m 

4. Mike Santorelli 875k 

5. Nick Ritchie 894k 

5. Nate Thompson 1.6m 

5. Tim Jackman 700k 

6. Max Friberg 588k 

6. Chris Mueller 600k 

6. Chris Wagner 600k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GOALIE 1 

1. Hampus Lindholm 894k 

2. Sami Vatanen 1.26m 

1. Frederik Andersen 1.15m 

3. Cam Fowler 4.0m 

4. Kevin Bieksa 4.6m 

2. John Gibson 722k 

5. Simon Despres 900k 

6. Clayton Stoner 3.25m 

3. Anton Khudobin 2.25m 

7. Korbinian Holzer750K 

8. Shea Theodore 863k 

RED indicates 

9. Josh Manson 925k 

10. Joe Piskula 600k 

new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Matt Beleskey, LW; Francois Beauchemin, D; 


Emerson Etem, LW; Kyle Palmieri, RW; James Wisniewski, D 


-'Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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SEASDNPREVIEW 


LOS ANGELES 

KINGS 


PACIFIC 


THE KINGS won't have 
to search for a source 
of motivation this season. 

They were the first defend- 
ing champs since Carolina in 
200B-07 to miss the playoffs. 

The Kings' 
archrivals in 
Chicago won a 
third title in six 
seasons and 
were celebrated 
as a dynasty. A championship in 
2016 would give the Kings three 
in five years. 

A much-needed full summer 
of recuperation and a beefed- 
up lineup put the Kings in the 
thick of the Stanley Cup hunt. 
Brawny left winger Milan Lucic 
was acquired from Boston after 
a down season and has a shot 
at regaining his 30-goal form 
on a line with Anze Kopitar and 
Marian Gaborik. Lucic, an im- 
posing talent seeking redemp- 
tion, is a perfect fit on paper. 
With Andrej Sekera and Robyn 
Regehr departing, and Slava 
Voynov's status still up in the 
air after he served a jail sen- 
tence for domestic violence, 

CM Dean Lombardi insulated 
the '□' by adding the skillful 
Christian Ehrhoff. Lombardi 


cleaned up his cap by terminat- 
ing the contract of Mike Rich- 
ards for a "material breach." 

The Kings will have to absorb 
the losses of Justin Williams 
and Jarret Stoll, both key cogs 
in the previous Cup runs. 

L.A. is a puck posses- 
sion monster, and that won't 
change, but production needs 
to improve. The Kings had the 
league's 21st-best shooting 
percentage, so luck could help 
their scoring fortunes. The top 
two lines are potent on paper 
and have more to give. 

On the back end, top pairing 
Drew Doughty and Jake Muzzin 
combined for S7 points and 
will again provide that kind of 
punch. Brayden McNabb and 
Alec Martinez will be asked to 
play important roles. If Ehrhoff 
is healthy, he'll log top-four 
minutes. As usual, goaltender 
Jonathan Quick will be worked 
to the bone, as the backup 
position has been downgraded 
from Martin Jones to free 
agent signee Jhonas Enroth. 

After playing 64 games in 
the previous three playoffs, the 
Kings enter 2D15-1B with ample 
rest, a chip on their collective 
shoulder and a dynasty in sight. 


1 BDTTOMLINE I 

With the chance to usurp the Blackhawks as the truer modern dynasty, Los 
Angeles will come close to its third Cup in five years. The Kings enter the 
season recharged and bolstered by power forward Lucic, who has L.A. King 
in his DNA. Doughty enters his prime and chases his first Norris Trophy, while 
Kopitar and Carter headline a potent top-six forward group. Being free of the 
Richards albatross eliminates a key distraction. The Kings are puck posses- 
sion madmen, and they'll again tilt the rink more often than not. AH season 
long, the Kings will piay like they have something to prove. 



STATS 

CRUNCH 


2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F Marian Gaborik, +2.8 

F Tyler Toffoli, +2.7 
F Jeff Carter, +2.7 
D Jake Muzzin, +2.4 
D Matt Greene, +0.5 
G Jonathan Quick, +0.B 


55.9 I 58.0 


SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI F0R% 

Ranked 1st in NFIL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 

Ranked 3rd in NFIL 


45.9 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 

Ranked 1st in NFIL 


DEPTH CHART 


LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 

1. Milan Lucic 3.25m 

1. Anze Kopitar 6.8m 

1. Marian Gaborik 4.88m 

2. Tanner Pearson 1.4m 

2. Jeff Carter 5.27m 

2. Tyler Toffoli 3.25m 

3. Dwight King 1.95m 

3. Trevor Lewis 1.53m 

3. Dustin Brown 5.88m 

4. Kyle Clifford 1.6m 

4. Nick Shore 600k 

4. Jordan Nolan 950k 

5. Andy Andreoff 588k 

5. Jordan Weal 633k 

5. Valentin Zykov 705k 

6. Adrian Kempe 925k 

6. Brian O’Neill 563k 

6. Justin Auger 617k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GOALIE 

1. Drew Doughty 7m 

2. Jake Muzzin 4m 

1. Jonathan Quick 5.8m 

3. Alec Martin^ 4m 

4. Slava Voynov 4.17m 

2. Jhonas Enroth 1.25m 

5. Christian Ehrhoff 1.5m 

6. Matt Greene 2.5m 

3. J-F Berube 563k 

7. Brayden McNabb 650k 

8. Jamie McBain 600k 

RED indicates 

9. Derek Forbort 863k 

10. Jeff Schultz 850k 

new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Justin Williams, RW; Andrej Sekera, D; Mike Richards, C; 

Jarret Stoll, C; Robyn Regehr, D; Martin Jones, G 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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5. Mason Raymond 3.15m 

5. Markus Granlund 768k 

_^Paul Byron 900k _ 

6. Brandon Bollig 1.25m 

6. Drew Shore 851k 

6. Emile Poirier 863k 

DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GDALIE 

1. Mark Giordano 4.02m 

2. Dougie Hamilton 5.75m 

1. Jonas Hiller 4.5m 

3. T.J. Brodie 4.65m 

4. Dennis Wideman 5.25m 

2. Karri Ramo 3.8m 


LAST SUMMER, nearly 
everyone suspected there 
would be a buzz around the 
Flames in the spring, because 
Connor McDavid was up for 
grabs, and Calgary looked like 
a sure lottery 
contender. 

But nearly 
everyone was 
wrong about 
the Flames, 
who overcame the loss of 
captain Mark Giordano in the 
final quarter of the season and 
advanced to the second round 
of the playoffs. 

Despite their success, pitiful 
possession numbers and ID 
comeback wins told the story of 
a lucky team who arrived ahead 
of schedule. General manager 
Brad Treliving, aware of the 
potential for regression, boldly 
upgraded his roster. Fie dealt 
for RFA defenseman Dougie 
Flamilton, a 22-year-old star 
in the making, and promptly 
signed him to a six-year deal. 

Fie then lured versatile two-way 
winger Michael Frolik as a UFA. 
These additions, along with the 
natural progression of young- 
sters Johnny Gaudreau, Sean 
Monahan and Sam Bennett, will 
guard against a slide. 


Up front, two BO-point locks 
in Monahan and Gaudreau lead 
the charge on a line with Jiri 
Fludler. A potent second line 
didn't emerge last year, and Tre- 
living hopes Bennett, 19, solves 
that problem. Fie has outgrown 
the DFIL and could be an offen- 
sive catalyst as a rookie. Team 
goal production should once 
again be top ID. 

With Flamilton, the Flames 
have arguably the NFIL's best 
D-corps. Flamilton settles in on 
the second pair behind Brodie 
and Giordano, who signed a six- 
year extension in August. The 
team's offensive engine starts 
on '□', featuring four players 
who'll break 40 points. 

Goaltending wasn't a 
strength last season, but Jonas 
Fliller, Karri Ramo and Joni Drtio 
did an adequate job. It would 
be preferable if one of them 
stepped up as a go-to guy. 

The top-line PP unit was 
deadly, but a second unit, 
perhaps built around Bennett, 
must emerge. The PK should 
flourish with the reliable Frolik. 

The Flames now believe they 
belong. They won't sneak up on 
anyone, but they won't have to. 
They're skilled enough to hang 
with the West's best. 


SEASDNPREVIEW -li 


◄JOHNNY 

GAUDREAU 


3. Lance Bouma 2.2m 5. Matt Stajan 3.13m 3. Joe Colborne 1.28m 


4. Micheal Ferland RFA 4. Josh Jooris 975k 4. David Jones 4.0m 


5. Kris Russell 2.6m 6. LadislavSmid 3.5m 3. Joni Ortio 600k 


7. Deryk Engelland 2.92m 8. Tyler Wotherspoon 925k red indicates 

9. Jakub Nakladal 818k 10. Kenney Morrison 925k new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Raphael Diaz, D; Brian McGrattan, RW 


44.3 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI F0R% 

Ranked 28th in NHL 


49.0 ! G1.7 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) (DEFENSE) 

Ranked 26th in NHL ^ Ranked 29th in NHL 


BOTTDMLINE 


’ STATS 
CRUNCH 


2014-15 TOP WAR i- 

F Jiri Hudler, +2.9 

F Johnny Gaudreau, +2.2 
F Sean Monahan, +1.3 
□ Mark Giordano, +1.1 
D Dougie Flamilton, +1.0 
G Jonas Fliller, +O.B 


Calgary was due for a downturn after getting all the bounces in 2014-15, 
but adding star defenseman Hamilton and astute two-way winger Frolik 
makes a falloff unlikely. The Flames were already wealthy on the back end 
with Giordano, Brodie, Wideman and Russell and now add burgeoning star 
Hamilton, giving them five offensive threats from the backend. ’O’ from the 
’O ’ will make up for a top-heavy forward group led by Gaudreau-Monahan- 
Hudler. Expect the poor possession numbers to improve. If Sam Bennett has 
a Calder-caliber impact, the Flames will gun fora top-four seed. 


HfcL iNs DEPTH CHART | 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Johnny Gaudreau 925k 

1. Sean Monahan 925k 

1. Jiri Hudler 4.0m 

2. Sam Bennett 925k 

2. Mikael Backlund 3.58m 

2. Michael Frolik 4.3m 


CALGARY 

FLAMES 

PACIFIC 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 
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BEASONPREVIEW 



H SAN JOSE'S playoff melt- 
down against the Kings in 
2014 sent the franchise into a 
daze. A season later, the Sharks 
missed the playoffs for the 
first time since 2003. Talk of a 
rebuild didn't persist, though, as 
GM Doug Wilson aggressively 
added to his middling club. 
Middle-six right winger Joel 
Ward, top-four D-man Paul Mar- 
tin, and talented-but-unproven 
netminder Martin Jones are the 
notable additions. 


The roster is better on 
paper, but questions linger. 

Will echoes of the suppos- 
edly settled public rift between 
Wilson and Joe Thornton affect 
the club? Can new coach Peter 
DeBoer inspire? And, perhaps 
most importantly, is Jones a No. 
1? The Sharks will have trouble 
climbing out of bubble territory 
but look improved enough to 
tack on some points and have a 
sniff at the post-season. 

Concerning is the decline of 


Thornton and Patrick Marleau. 
Marleau fell to 19 goals. Thorn- 
ton remains a top setup man 
but, at 36, a dropoff is immi- 
nent. It's on the 
young forwards 
to pick up the 
slack. Tomas 
HertI needs to j 

rebound after ' 

a sophomore slump, and Chris 
Tierney, 21, can build off an im- 
pressive rookie year. Ward, 34, 
should chip in 15 to 2D goals. 
Thornton will again lead the 
dangerous power play, sixth- 
best last year. 

San Jose hopes Martin bol- 
sters a defense that allowed the 
seventh-most goals in the NHL. t 
He'll log top minutes and im- 
prove the penalty kill, which was 


sixth-worst. DeBoer sees him 
as a natural fit alongside Brent 
Burns. The hope is Justin Braun 
can improve by playing with reli- 
able Marc-Edouard Vlasic. 

Pressure is enormous on 
Jones, who cost the Sharks a 
first-round pick. His numbers 
were outstanding with L.A., but 
the sample size is small, and 
he's never had to be "the guy." 

DeBoer says the team will 
have a captain. It will likely be 
Joe Pavelski. San Jose's pecu- 
liar leadership carousel saw the 
'C stripped from Marleau and 
then Thornton, who will both 
take the ice with the newest 
captain. How the Sharks label 
their leadership could affect 
morale, but they'll still sit on the 
playoff bubble. 



’ STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 

F Joe Pavelski, +4.8 

F Joe Thornton, +3.3 
F Logan Couture, +1.8 
□ Brent Burns, +2.0 
D M-E Vlasic, +1.5 
G Martin Jones, -0.4 


51.5 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 
Ranked 14th in NHL 



S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 

Ranked 6th in NHL 


53.6 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 22nd in NHL 


BDTTOMLINE i 


Doug Wilson's off-season additions of Jones, Ward and Martin will help 
stabilize the club, but San Jose will be in a battle to climb into the top eight. 
Jones, with 34 NHL appearances to his name, is tasked with rescuing a 12th- 
place team. Thornton andMarleau are dwindling talents who can no longer 
keep pace with top duos in the West. The Sharks will improve slightly, but 
win land in the worst possible spot in the standings - just outside the playoff 
picture. The Central's five potent playoff teams leave only three spots, and 
the Sharks can't keep up with the Ducks, Kings or Flames. 


V DEPTH CHART I 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Patrick Marleau 6.67m 

1. Joe Thornton 6.75m 

1. Joe Pavelski 6.0m 

2. Tomas HertI 925k 

2. Logan Couture 6.0m 

2. Joel Ward 3.28m 

3. Matt Nieto 759k 

3. Chris Tierney 712k 

3. Melker Karlsson 1.65m 

4. Raffi Torres 2.0m 

4. Ben Smith 1.5m 

4. Tommy Wingels 2.48m 

5. Nikolay Goldobin 894k 

5. Barclay Goodrow 627k 

5. Mike Brown 1.2m 

6. John McCarthy 600k 

6. Ryan Carpenter 925k 

6. Joonas Donskoi 925k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GDALIE 

1. Brent Burns 5.76m 

2. Marc-Edouard Vlasic 4.25m 1. Martin Jones 3.0m 

2. Paul Martin 4.85m 

4. Justin Braun 3.8m 

2. Alex Stalockl.6M 

5. Brenden Dillon 3.27m 

6. Mirco Mueller 894k 

3. Troy Grosenick 600k 

7. Matt Tennyson 625k 

8. Karl Stollery 600k 

RED indicates 

9. Dylan DeMelo 633k 

10. Mark Cundari 600k 

new arrival 


KEY DEPARTURES Antti Niemi, G; Matt Irwin, D; John Scott, LW; Taylor Fedun, D 
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OILERS OWNERSHIP 

knew the moment the 
organization won the Connor 
McDavid lottery that their for- 
tunes had changed overnight. 
Still, after trying for nine years 
to break the 
cycle of misery 
that saw Ed- 
monton become 
a perennial 
lottery team, it 
was clear the franchise needed 
a new crop of decision makers 
to guide the McDavid era. Thus, 
the president of hockey opera- 
tions, CM, coaches and scouts 
were swept aside to make way 
for new architects: CED Bob 
Nicholson and GM-president 
Peter Chiarelli. 

The first stabilizing move 
Chiarelli made was hiring coach 
Todd McLellan, who led the 
Sharks to the playoffs six out of 
seven seasons. Chiarelli then 
shored up the blueline, signing 
Andrej Sekera and dealing for 
Eric Gryba, and fortified the 
crease with Rangers backup 
Cam Talbot. His performance as 
the No. 1 this season will have 
as great a bearing on the club 
as McDavid's - Edmonton's 
goals against has been pitiful. 

Despite its crop of first-over- 





all picks up front, the 
Dilers' offense ranked 
2Bth last season. 

McDavid, who could 
surpass 8D points, will 
surely get the Dilers out 
of the bottom ID. Taylor 
Hall, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
and Jordan Eberle will get their 
usual points, and Nail Yakupov 
will finally breakthrough as a 
5D-point threat. 

The back end remains 
suspect but does improve with 
Sekera and Gryba. Sekera will 
play 2D-plus minutes, and fans 
are hopeful he can reprise his 
44-point season of 2D13-14. 
Edmonton also needs a re- 
bound year from Justin Schultz. 

In banking on Talbot to res- 
cue the goaltending, the Dilers 
place their hopes in a 28-year- 
old with 57 NHL games. He was 
an impressive 21-9-4 filling 
in for Henrik Lundqvist, but 
starting is an entirely different 
challenge. 

There hasn't been this much 
buzz heading into an Dilers sea- 
son since the Wayne Gretzky 
years. With McDavid bringing 
fans out of their seats nightly 
and a young core beginning to 
turn the corner, Dilers faithful 
have every reason to be excited. 


◄CONNOR 

MCDAVID 


1 BOTTDMLINE I 

McDavid, the NHL 's new golden boy, is the talk of the league and arrives with 
the expectations of immediate superstardom. He'll meet those expecta- 
tions, but the 28th-place Oilers are still thin on defense and can 't expect 
the young phenom to fix a league-worst goals against and a rotten penalty 
kill. Remember, Sidney Crosby had 102 points as an 18 -year- old, and his 
Penguins still missed the playoffs. The additions of Sekera and Gryba will 
help the blueline, but the group remains weak. Edmonton will ascend in the 
Pacific, but only a couple spots. It's a marathon, not a sprint. 


OILERS 


' STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F Jordan Eberle, +2.0 

F R. Nugent-Hopkins, +1.9 
F Benoit Pouliot, +1.3 
D Andrej Sekera, +0.4 
D Justin Schultz, -0.1 
G Cam Talbot, +1.2 


47.3 I 50.6 

SCORE ADJUSTED | S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
C0RSIF0R% I (OFFENSE) 
Ranked 23rd in NHL S Ranked 23rd in NHL 


56.5 

S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 25th in NHL 



1. Taylor Hall 6.0m 1. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 6.0m 1. Jordan Eberle 6.0m 


2. Benoit Pouliot 4.0m 2. Connor McDavid 925k 2. Nail Yakupov 2.5m 

3. Lauri Korpikoski 2.5m 5. Anton Lander 988k 3. Teddy Purcell 4.5m 

4. Rob Klinkhammer 725k 4. Mark Letestu 1.8m 4. Matt Hendricks 1.85m 

5. Luke Gazdic 800k 5. Leon DraisaitI 925k 5. liro Pakarinen 818k 

6. Ryan Hamilton 600k 6. Andrew Miller 630k 6. Tyler Pitlick 761k 


DEFENSE DEFENSE GDALIE 


1. Andrej Sekera 5.5m 2. Justin Schultz 3.9m 1. Cam Talbot 1.45m 

3. Oscar Klefbom 894k 4. Andrew Ference 3.25m 2. Ben Scrivens 2.3m 

5. Nikita Nikitin 4.5m 6. Mark Fayne 3.63m 3. Anders Nilsson 1.0m 

7. Eric Gryba 1.25m 8. Darnell Nurse 863k red indicates 

9. Griffin Reinhart 863k 10. Brandon Davidson 585k am \/ a \ 

KEY DEPARTURES Boyd Gordon, C; Martin Marincin, D; Viktor Fasth, G; 

Matt Fraser, RW; Steve Pinizzotto, RW 
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6. Hunter Shinkaruk 863k 6. Brendan Gaunce 863k 6. Jake Virtanen 894k 


DEFENSE DEFENSE GDALIE 


1. Alexander EdIerS.OM 2. Chris Tanev 4.45m 1. Ryan Miller 6.0m 

3. Dan Hamhuis 4.5m 4. Yannick Weber 1.5m 2. Jacob Markstronn 1.55m 


S' 


SEASDNPREVIEW 


◄ RYAN 

MILLER 


2. Sven Baertschi 900k 2. Brandon Sutter 3.3m 2. Alexandre Burrows 4.5m 


3. Chris Higgins 2.5m 3. Bo Horvat 894k 3. Jannik Hansen 2.5m 


4. Brandon Prust 2.5m 4. Linden Vey 1.0m 4. Derek Dorsett 2.65m 


5. Ronalds Kenins 600k 5. Blair Jones 575k 5. Nicklas Jensen 863k 


5. Luca Sbisa 3.6m 6. Matt Bartkowski 1.75m 3. Richard Bachman 575k 


7. Frank Corrado 633k 8. Taylor Fedun 600k red indicates 

9. Alex Biega 600k 10. Andrey Pedan 793k 

KEY DEPARTURES Nick Bonino, C; Kevin Bieksa, D; Eddie Lack, G; 

Shawn Matthias, C; Zack Kassian, RW; Brad Richardson, C 


IT’S NEVER FUN losing 
to the underdog, as the 
Canucks did when they fell to 
the Flames in the first round 
in April. CM Jim Benning didn't 
take kindly to the defeat. He 
revamped his 
front office, 
replacing his 
VP of hockey 
operations, as- 
sistant CM and 
director of player personnel. 
Benning then overhauled his 
roster, expelling Kevin Bieksa, 
Eddie Lack, Zack Kassian and 
Nick Bonino. But the Canucks 
didn't sufficiently replace the 
departed talent, as only Bran- 
don Sutter, Brandon Prust and 
Matt Bartkowski were added. 

Benning says the team will 
remain competitive, but the ros- 
ter has been downgraded and 
must again be carried by the 
Sedin twins, who turn 35 this 
year. The Canucks, who were 
the Pacific Division's second 
seed with 101 points, will take a 
tumble. 

Last year's eighth-best of- 
fense relied too much on the 
Sedins and Radim Vrbata. After 
Vrbata's B3 points, the next- 
best Canuck was Bonino with 
39. With an even less talented 


supporting cast, Vancouver 
needs Sutter to produce as a 
No. 2 pivot. Bo Horvat and Sven 
Baertschi must also pitch in. The 
Sedins are still capable of lead- 
ing a top-10 power play, which 
could save the offense. 

On '□,' the top four remain 
intact. Bieksa, who had been 
demoted to the third pair, is re- 
placed by Bartkowski. Vancou- 
ver was 19th in goals-against 
despite the second-best penal- 
ty kill. Poor possession numbers 
indicate the Canucks will again 
struggle to keep pucks out. 

Lack, the team's best 
goaltender last year, was dealt 
to Carolina, leaving backup 
duties to Jacob Markstrom, 
who has been a stud in the AHL 
but has struggled in the NHL. 
The Canucks think he's ready 
forthe permanent jump. Ryan 
Miller, coming off a knee injury, 
is the team's $B-million No. 1 
netminder for two more years. 

The Canucks seem to be 
gunning for a playoff spot while 
simultaneously rebuilding. 

They chased 27-year-old Milan 
Lucic and replaced youngster 
Kassian with veteran Prust. 
Whatever Benning's intentions, 
his club is set up for a disap- 
pointing finish. 


49.7 

SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI F0R% 
Ranked 20th in NHL 


52.7 1 53.4 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(OFFENSE) 
Ranked 20th in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 21st in NHL 


BOTTDMLINE 


STATS 

CRUNCH 


m 

2014-15 TOP WAR i- 

F Henrik Sedin, +1.9 

F Alexandre Burrows, +1.7 
F Radim Vrbata, +1.5 
□ Chris Tanev, +1.B 
D Alexander Edier, +1.0 
G Ryan Miller, -0.5 


No one outside the Canucks' front office knows what president Trevor 
Linden and CM Benning 's master pian is. What's certain is this roster has 
downgraded significantiy from iast year's. Vancouver wiii piunge from a top 
seed in the Pacific to outside the piayoff picture. The aging top trio of the 
Sedins and Vrbata are counted on too much for offense. The supporting cast 
was iimp iast year and appears to have gotten worse with the departures of 
Bonino and Shawn Matthias. Sutter is miscast as a No. 2 center, whiie emer- 
gent Horvat is on his way to stardom but won 't get there this season. 


depth chart I 

1 LEFT WING 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Daniel Sedin 7.0m 

1. Henrik Sedin 7.0m 

1. Radim Vrbata 5.0m 


VANCOUVER 

CANUCKS 


PACIFIC 
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O WITH ONEoftheNHL's 
top prospect pools, the 
Coyotes believe they have a 
bright future and a chance to 
bloom into a perennial con- 
tender. But, presently, Arizona's 
roster is months 
removed from 
a demoli- 
tion that saw 
core veterans 
dealt for picks 
and prospects. The result is 
a talent-thin lineup with little 
chance to compete in the fero- 
cious Western Conference. 

Off the ice, as usual, there 
is intrigue. The city tried 
to renege on its 15-year, 
$225-million arena manage- 
ment agreement with the team 
before the two parties agreed 
to a resolution in late July. 

Oliver Ekman-Larsson, 
Arizona's lone star, led the club 
with 43 points last year. The 
Coyotes scored the second- 
fewest goals, so it will take 
breakthrough seasons from a 
handful of forwards to make 
the offense respectable. Roster 
spots await two 20-year-olds in 
Max Domi and Anthony Duclair. 
Both will have the opportunity 
to be top-nine forwards, given 
the dearth of talent up front. 




Antoine Vermette returns via 
free agency after being dealt 
to the Blackhawks last year. 
He'll be a top-two pivot along 
with Martin Hanzal. Both are 
dependable two-way centers 
with limited offense. 

The historically defense- 
minded Coyotes plummeted 
to 2Bth in goals against last 
season. General manager Don 
Maloney traded for Nicklas 
Grossman and signed former 
Coyote Zbynek Michalekto 
solidify the group. Promising 
youngsters Michael Stone and 
Connor Murphy continue to ap- 
prentice under Ekman-Larsson. 

Goaltender Mike Smith was 
dreadful last season, so even 
marginal improvement will earn 
the Votes a few extra points. 
The well-travelled Anders Lind- 
back will back up Smith. 

The power play suffered 
when Keith Yandle was dealt. 
Domi is a potential fit on the 
top unit. Boyd Gordon and Brad 
Richardson were added this 
summer to boost the PK. 

This season is the beginning 
of a slow build as top prospects 
trickle in. With Arizona product 
Auston Matthews headlining 
next year's draft, the Coyotes 
will be in the mix to nab him. 


1 BOTTDMLINE I 

Teams will lick their lips when they see the Coyotes on the calendar this 
season. Don Maloney took dynamite to his roster last season, and it's still 
mostly rubble. Superstar Ekman-Larsson and a respectable D-corps aside, 
the Yotes are comprised of mostly minor-league talent up front. Even if 
Domi ends up a Calder Trophy finalist, the offense he adds won 't be nearly 
enough to keep the team afloat. In a division with two Stanley Cup contend- 
ers and no other guaranteed cellar dwellers. Desert Dog meat is on the 
menu this season in the Western Conference. 


ARIZONA 


COYOTES 


PACIFIC 


' STATS 
CRUNCH 



2014-15 TOP WAR 1- 

F Mikkel Boedker, +0.9 

F Boyd Gordon, +0.5 
F Kyle Chipchura, +0.3 
D 0. Ekman-Larsson, +1.B 
D Zbynek Michalek, +0.8 
G Anders Lindback, -1.1 





SCORE ADJUSTED 
CORSI FOR% 
Ranked 23rd in NHL 


I S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
I (OFFENSE) 

1 Ranked 22nd in NHL 


S.A. CORSI FOR/60 
(DEFENSE) 
Ranked 26th in NHL 


DEPTH CHART | 

Ileft wing 

CENTER 

RIGHT WING 1 

1. Mikkel Boedker 3.75m 

1. Martin Hanzal 3.1m 

1. Shane Doan 5.3m 

2. Max Domi 863k 

2. Antoine Vermette 3.75m 

2. Steve Downie 1.75m 

3. Anthony Duclair 773k 

3. Kyle Chipchura 875k 

3. Tobias Rieder 853k 

4. Joe Vitale 1.12m 

4. Boyd Gordon 3.0m 

4. Brad Richardson 2.08m 

5. Lucas Lessio 831k 

5. Henrik Samuelsson 894k 

5. Craig Cunningjiam 700k 

6. John Scott 575k 

6. Brendan Shinnimin 600k 

6. Jordan Szwarz 630k 

1 DEFENSE 

DEFENSE 

GOALIE 1 

1. Oliver Ekman-Larsson 5.5m 

2. Zbynek Michalek 3.2m 

1. Mike Smith 5.67m 

3. Michael Stone 1.15m 

4. Nicklas Grossmann 3.0m 

2. Anders Lindback 875k 

5. Connor Murphy 863k 

6. Brandon Gormley 851k 

3. Niklas Treutle668K 

y.Klas Dahlbeck605K 

8. Dylan Reese 600k 

RED indicates 

9. Philip Samuelsson 600k 

10. Derek Smith 650k 

new arrival 

KEY DEPARTURES Sam Gagner, C; Mark Arcobello, C; John Moore, D; 


Lauri Korpikoski, LW 


■-Bold number = 2015-16 cap hit 


SEASON PREVIEW - THE HOCKEY NEWS | 59 





Sv TRAINING 



SUMMERTIME 

BOOST 

Players are in their worst shape after 
a long season. Only in the summer can 
they get back into peak condition 


S PLAYERS ARRIVE IN TRAIN- 

ing camp, they’ll be in 
their best shape of the 
season. It’s all downhill 
from there, however, in terms of 
pure strength and conditioning, 
at least. 

□f course, their performance 
takes a serious uptick as they 
get back into the swing of things 
on the ice. But players won’t 
look and feel as good as they 
do now until this time next year. 
“Guys come in from their sum- 
mer training, and they’re really 
fit, from an off-ice perspective,” 
said Ryan van Asten, strength 
and conditioning coach forthe 
Calgary Flames. “Muscle mass 


is really good, and they’re typi- 
cally really lean, in that sense. In 
training camp, once they start 
playing and practising, there’s 
more of an emphasis on the 
hockey side of things rather 


than the training side.” 

For the past two to four 
months, depending on when a 
team’s season ended, play- 
ers have been undergoing a 


SHAPING UP 

Van Asten, left, said players 
come into training camp really 
lean with good muscle mass. 

metamorphosis in their gym 
cocoons. Some of that has 
been from lifting weights, but 
the bulk of it has come from 
good old-fashioned healthy 
eating, which is much easier 
to maintain at home than on 
the road. After a long season 
of hit-and-miss nutrition, some 
players can look, well, less than 
impressive. But all it takes is a 
few months of healthy eating 
during the summer to turn that 
around. Off-season strength 
and conditioning coach Ben 
Prentiss has watched it happen 
time and again over his IB years 
training players. “I’ve seen guys 
walk in here fat, milky, disgust- 
ing, and if I told you this guy 
makes $5 million a year, you’d 
say, ‘Fle’s fat for a stamp col- 
lector,’ ” Prentiss said. “But in 
12 weeks, you would not believe 
your eyes at what happens. Yes, 
some of that is training, but if 
he trained and yet ate the same 
way he was eating, he wouldn’t 
look the way he looks.” 

□verthe course of the sum- 
mer, players have the time to 
work on building strength and 
power. During the season, how- 
ever, the emphasis changes to 
maintaining what they’ve built 
up in the off-season. Between 
practices and games, there’s no 
time for players to add muscle. 
Instead, their focus is on recov- 
ery. “They’re travelling on buses, 
they’re sleeping on planes, 
they’re getting in late in places 
and sleeping in in the morning,” 
said fitness guru and ex-NFILer 
Gary Roberts. “There’s no 
answer for that other than to 
do everything you can in your 


power to give your body a 
chance to recover every day.” 

As soon as the season 
starts, training takes on a 
totally different tack. Because 


players need to be fit to play the 
games, they can’t be carrying 
residual effects from the gym 
onto the ice, so trainers switch 
from muscle-building exercises 
to muscle-maintenance ones. 

In the off-season, players do 
exercises that allow for muscle 
damage, which promotes 
muscle growth. During the 
season, however, there isn’t 
time for muscles to recover 
and grow after those types of 
workouts. “Usually, you’re every 
other day on a game,” said Matt 
Price, strength and condition- 
ing coach forthe Los Angeles 
Kings. “If you’re lucky, you might 
have a two-day window or a 
three-day window. So we’re 
dealing with very tight time- 
lines, and muscle soreness is 
something we just can’t add.” 

Rest is the most important 
factor in recovery. But there 
are other things players do to 
bounce back between games. 
Cold tubs help reduce inflam- 
mation and aid the nervous 
system in recovery. 

And as the season wears on, 
van Asten does more aerobic 
work with the Flames to help 
bring nutrients to their tis- 
sues and remove metabolites 
(substances produced during 
digestion or other chemical 
processes) that have built up in 
the body. 

The tradeoff, of course, is 
a dip in muscle and strength, 
as well as physique, but since 
players build a solid base over 
the summer, that’s less of a con- 
cern. The payoff for their hard 
work in the off-season comes 
where it counts most. “Guys do 
tend to lose a little bit of muscle 
mass as the season goes on, 
and body fat tends to rise a little 
bit,” van Asten said. “Maybe 
strength in the gym goes down 


a little bit - we try to maintain it 
as much as possible - but per- 
formance is going up on the ice, 
because that takes over as the 
year goes on.” - RONNIE SHUKER 



IF I TOLD YOU HE MAKES $5 MILLION R YEAR, YOU’D 
SAY, ‘HE’S FAT FOR A STAMP COLLECTOR’ - Ben Prentiss 
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Goal Scorers 
for Every Situation 


DEFENSEMEN 

Erik Karlsson is the real deal. 
Many wondered if he would con- 
tinue his torrid pace after suffer- 
ing a sliced Achilles tendon back 
in 2013. He did. Many wondered if 
he would continue scoring points 
with the added pressure of being 
named captain. He did. Many have 
wondered if he would be the first 
player since Nicklas Lidstrom to 
win consecutive Norris Trophies. He 
will be. Whether it is the product 
of a beautiful passing play, a solo 
effort on an end-to-end rush, or a 
heavy power play marker, Karlsson 
can fill the cage from any area of 
the ice in any situation. Karlsson is 
the frontrunner for his third Norris 
this season, which would make him 
ninth player in history to be named 
the NHL’s defenseman of the year in 
consecutive seasons. ■ 


By CARTER BROOKS 

T he per- game scoring average has 
dropped more than half a goal 
since 2005-06, and with only one 
50-goal scorer the past two sea- 
sons, those who can find the net with 
regularity are now in higher demand 
than ever. Here are five situational goal 
scorers who will get the job done, no 
matter what the trend is saying. 

POWER PLAY 

Alex Ovechkin is in a league of his 
own when it comes to striking gold on 
the power play. Situated in that all too 
familiar spot just above the left faceoff 
dot, Ovie will burn you with his one- 
timer. Everyone knows his heavy blast 
is coming, and even with two checkers 
spying high, the puck continually finds 
its way through to the twine. Ovechkin 
has dominated the competition in 
power play goals over the past three 
seasons, with nearly half of his goal 
output coming on the man advantage. 
It’s quite possible that by the end of 
his career Ovechkin will have shat- 
tered both Dave Andreychuk’s record 
of 274 career power play goals and Ray 
Bourque’s record of 6,206 shots. 

SHORTHANDED 

With 15 career shorthanded goals. 
Brad Marchand is the frontrunner 
for another productive season killing 
penalties. Although sacrificing the 
body typically leads to bumps and 
bruises, there are times it directly re- 
sults in a breakaway. With the combi- 
nation of Marchand’s speed and skill, 
it becomes a no-brainer to throw him 
out on the penalty kill, in hopes he 
just may spark some offense. These 
aren’t the big bad Bruins anymore, but 


penalties are bound 
to come, and Marchand 
will be more than eager to 
jump over the boards for an 
extra shift every time. 


OVERTIME 

With the adoption of 3-on-3 
overtime, the NHL expects most 
games to be settled before the shoot- 
out. Teams with potent offense such 
as Pittsburgh, Tampa Bay, and Wash- 
ington should have no problem win- 
ning games, but there is one player 
who stands high above the rest. John 
Tavares has already left a significant 
mark on the Islanders franchise. If it 
weren’t for some late season heroics 
by Jamie Benn, Tavares would’ve won 
tire Art Ross Trophy last season. The 
Isles’ captain had four overtime goals 
in 2014-15, first in the league. He has a 
knack for scoring timely goals, and his 
post-regulation production will only 
increase with the extra room in OT 
next season. 


SHOOTOUT 

If you had to choose one of these 
superstar finishers in a shootout situ- 
ation, who would it be? Exhibit A, Jon- 
athan Toews, boasting a career 40 for 
80 in shootout attempts, who began 
his road to shootout success in the 
2007 world juniors semifinal with an 
unforgettable three-goal performance. 
Exhibit B, TJ. Oshie, who has displayed 
a plethora of highlight-reel shootout 
goals since he entered the league in 
2008-09. Oshie also drew the attention 
of the world during the 2014 Olympics 
when he threw America on his back, 
scoring on four of six attempts to beat 
the Russians in the shootout. Oshie is 
a career 31 for 59 in NHL shootouts. 



STICK 

BUYER'S GUIDE 


CCM Sticks Cover Needs, 
Preferences of All Players 



o matter how you like to 
shoot and handle the puck, 
CCM Hockey has a stick to 
help your skills stand out. 

For 2015-16, CCM will offer three 
stick families with new features, 
designs and engineering. The CCM 
Ultra Tacks and RBZ sticks are already 
at retailers. A new Ribcor series, led by 
the Reckoner, will debut in October. 

“With different blade technolo- 
gies, kick points, constructions and 
graphics, we have something for every 
player,” said Catherine Ward, CCM 
Hockey product manager. 

CCM has partnered again with 
TaylorMade to bring even better per- 
formance to the RBZ line, led by the 
new RBZ Speedburner. The stick has a 
“hotter blade face” as well as a Power- 
Hosel to better load shots. 

The Speed Pocket 2 blade generates 
an even greater trampoline-effect, a 
feature exclusive to the RBZ stick fam- 
ily. The blade is hollow with a single 
reinforcement to create the Speed 
Pocket, which maximizes blade-to- 
puck energy transfer and pop. 

The PowerHosel extends the 
shaft down into the blade to directly 
transmit more energy from the 
hands to the puck. It also strengthens 
that portion of the stick for 
improved durability. 


RBZ sticks have a constant flex from 
top to bottom to create a “custom kick 
point.” Players can load the stick no mat- 
ter the position of their bottom hand. 

“The Speed Pocket blade and the 
custom kick point are unique, and 
provide a completely different feel,” 
Ward said. “The RBZ sticks’ red taper 
also appeals to players who like to be 
more expressive.” 

Ultra Tacks are very light, and the 
best-balanced, most durable sticks 
CCM has ever created. They feel great 
in players’ hands and have sharp- 
looking, textured graphics. 

Ultra Tacks sticks have a mid kick 
point, generally preferred by players 
who want to aggressively load up big 
shots with full control and power. 

“But the Ultra Tacks line works for 
players who use all types of shots,” 
Ward said. “The mid kick point is 
great since you get great loading both 
on wrist shots and slap shots due to 
the two different stiffness zones.” 

The Ultra Tacks’ AttackFrame blade 
is ultra-light, but doesn’t twist or 
bend when players fire — meaning 
shots go where players want them 
to. “The blade is our stiffest, which 
allows players to consistently hit their 
target,” Ward said. 

Ultra Tacks include CCM’s new 
Bumper Technology reinforcement 


ADVERTISING FEATURE 

on the corners of the shaft for added 
durability and consistency. When 
sticks break, it’s most often caused 
by repeated impact that causes small 
cracks in these areas. 

The Ribcor Reckoner will deliver 
explosive releases using new Pop 
Matrix Technology. The sticks use a 
rounded double-concave shaft geom- 
etry that maximizes the spring in the 
carbon fibers. 

“Visualize a balloon,” Ward 
explained. “If you squeeze the 
middle together, it creates that 
concave shape, but, as soon as you 
release the middle, it pops back to 
its normal shape. 

“That’s what happens with the 
fibers in the Ribcor. They are ready to 
release at all times, which gives play- 
ers an extremely quick release.” 

The Ribcor Reckoner will have an 
exterior protective layer with a rein- 
forced Technora shaft. Technora is as 
protective as Kevlar, but it has better 
bending properties. 

“This contributes to the easy load- 
ing and quick release, so Technora is 
part of the DNA of the Ribcor line,” 
Ward said. 

The Ribcor’s Ascent Blade has a 
stiffness profile that’s optimized to 
improve feel and control. 

“The heel is softer to provide that 
great feel since it is a stick for dan- 
glers, but the toe is very stiff to help 
with a quick release,” Ward said. 

For more information, visit 
ccmhockey.com or follow CCM Hockey 
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
and YouTlibe. ■ 



CCM ULTRA TACKS 






CCM® is a registered trademark of CCM Holdings (1983) Inc. and is used under license by Sport Maska Inc. and under sublicense by Reebok-CCM Hockey, U.S., Inc. 



OUR NEW ROCKETFRAME CONSTRUCTION HELPS DELIVER A 
CLOSE FIT AND A PRECISE HEEL LOCK TO BREAK THE SOUND 
BARRIER ON THE ICE. 


MADE OF HOCKEY 


CCMHOCKEY.COM/JETSPEED 


STRANGE BUT TRUE with stan fischler 



fl QUICK AND 
NIMBLE CAREER 


Jack McCartan burst onto the scene in 
the Rangers net after a miracle Olympic run. 
But he was gone almost as fast as he arrived 


/ 

A 


n s UNKNOWN GOALIES GO, JACK MCCARTAN WAS RIGHT UP 

there - or down there, if you will - at the start of the 
1959-60 season. After three years at the University of 
Minnesota, he seemed more destined for hockey oblivion 
than stardom on a world stage. Certainly no New York hockey 
savant could in his wildest fantasies picture this St. Paul prod- 
uct dislodging Hall of Famer Lome 'Gump' Worsley or Stanley 
Cup-winner A1 Rollins from the Rangers net. But McCartan did. 

Even more far-fetched was the mere suggestion lack would 
spearhead Uncle Sam's Olympic team to gold at the 1960 Winter 
Games in Squaw Valley, Calif. "Before we even hit the ice, every- 
body said we couldn't possibly win gold," said U.S. coach lack Ri- 
ley. "We were up against powers like Canada, Russia and Sweden." 

When 1 interviewed McCartan for my book Where Have They 
Gone?, he told me he was amazed he even made the Olympic 
hockey team. "Baseball was my No. 1 sport," he revealed. "If 1 
had concentrated on baseball, 1 could have turned pro." 

But he eschewed the diamond for the ice after three good 
puckstopping years with the Gophers. That led to his Olympic 
heroics, most notably in the Canada vs. USA matchup. At first 
the Canadians overwhelmed the Americans. "All 1 could see," 
McCartan said, "were streaks of green Canadian jerseys." 

But the Amerks won, 2-1, then beat the Soviets 3-2, leading to 
a final conquest of the Czechs. "Once we got the gold," Jack said. 


NEW YORK MINUTE 

Goaltender Jack McCartan didn’t 
last a Icng time in hcckey, but it 
was certainly a gccd time. 


"1 got some recognition, and 1 began thinking of turning pro." 

Sure enough. Rangers GM Muzz Patrick flew him to New York 
for a contract signing, after which McCartan had his first work- 
out and dose of skepticism from critics, myself included. "Some 
writers criticized Patrick for even signing me," Jack admitted. 
"They said it was a publicity stunt to boost attendance and that 

1 didn't have enough experience to stick in the NHL." 

At first it looked like a gimmick. Worsley and Rollins had in- 
finitely more experience, let alone ability. From a more roman- 
tic viewpoint, Rollins was in the process of regaining the form 
that helped him win a Cup with Toronto in 1951. But nostalgia 
gave way to a good, old-fashioned New York hustle. Coach Alf 
Pike didn't waste any time, starting McCartan against Detroit 
in the next game at Madison Square Garden, March 6, 1960. On 
the other side were future Hall of Famers Gordie Howe, Alex 
Delvecchio and Norm Ullman up front, with the inimitable 
Terry Sawchuk in goal. "1 tried to hide my nervousness," Mc- 
Cartan said, "but it wasn't easy. Sweat trickled down my jersey, 
my mouth was parched, and my tongue was thick. 1 kept telling 
myself, 'Take it easy, kid. Try to look like you belong here.' " 

Jack knew stopping the first shot was critical. He also figured 
the immortal Howe, then in his prime, was the biggest threat. 
"As much as 1 could," McCartan said, "1 kept my eye on Gordie. 1 
figured he'd be in on me first." 

Then it happened. In the opening minute, Howe deked Rang- 
ers defenseman Bill Gadsby and skated in 1-on-l against Mc- 
Cartan while Garden fans held their collective breath. "1 hugged 
the near post, and he faked a shot to the far corner while still 
holding the puck," McCartan said. "Gordie wanted to pull me out 
of the net and put it behind me. But 1 was ready for him, and 
when he took a wrist shot low, 1 dove at the puck and got my 
body in front of it for my big first save." 

McCartan exited with a 3-1 win. Suddenly, 'Jumpin' Jack' had 
become The Big Apple's newest conquering hero. He went 1-1- 

2 with a 1.75 goals-against average for the last-place Blueshirts. 
But there was a hitch - a U.S. Army hitch. McCartan still was a 
soldier and had gotten a 30-day leave to play in the NHL. Now, in 
the midst of his fabulous foray, he had to don khaki once more. 

If that wasn't a downer, his return to The Show the following 
season was in more ways than one. Jack's goaltending was me- 
diocre, and some players doubted he belonged at the top. One of 
the skeptics, Reg Fleming of the Blackhawks, finally put a physi- 
cal finish on McCartan's career. After an on-ice scuffle during a 
Chicago-New York game, he stooped to pick up the gloves he 
had dropped. "Fleming suckered me with a punch to the head," 
McCartan lamented. "That was it...l saw stars." 

Coincidentally, McCartan's star had fallen for good in the 
NHL. He bounced around the minors for more than a decade, 
completing his career with the WHA's Minnesota Fighting 
Saints. Looking backward. Jack fingers his Olympic triumph and 
Howe-stopping NHL debut as his career highlights. "1 just hap- 
pened to get hot at the right time," he said. "Anyone can get hot, 
and things just went my way." 

Then a pause and a philosophical postscript about his NHL 
debut and its denouement: "Maybe the Rangers played well for 
me that night 1 beat Howe because they were afraid of getting 
blown right out of the building. Come to think of it, 1 didn't have 
that much of a big-league career, but getting a chance to play in 
the NHL made it all worthwhile." E3 
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LAST MINUTE OF PLAY / 


Guess I 

who! 



was a first-round pick in 
2007 and piayed a year at the 
Uni versi ty of Michigan. 


‘VniyAiex Ovechkin and Joe 
Pave i ski have more goais than 
me over the past two years." 

J won the Masterton Trophy 
in 2011-12 after coming back 
from a horrific neck injury." 
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CROSSWORD 


By Larry Humber 



ACROSS 

1 Montreal team that hoisted 
the Cup in 1910 

8 Joe Louis is Detroit’s 

9 One-sided game 

10 Hall of Famer James 

11 He coached the ‘Miracle on Ice’ team 

12 Letters that appear on Finland’s sweaters 

14 Pat was named to the Hall in 2014 

17 Resurfaces the ice 

19 Dale is coach and part owner in London 

20 They were conference finalists in 2015 

21 Not in anyone’s possession 

22 He’s on defense in Nashville 

DOWN 

2 More skilled 

3 A team from this far north city challenged 
for the Cup in 1905 

4 Beats badly 

5 St. Catharines was home of the AHL’s 

6 Anatoli played in Moscow and with 

six NHLteams 

7 They haven’t raised the Cup since 1993 
11 Hockey’s ‘Golden Jet’ 

13 Swift Current’s team 

15 Peter Forsberg’s countrymen 

16 The ‘L’ in NHLor AHL 

17 Zdeno has a huge presence in Boston 

18 Darnell , pictured, went No. 7 overall in ’13 


LAST ISSUE'S CROSSWORD SOLUTION ACROSS 1. ALL-STAR, 4. RINGS, 7. LIVE, 8. AGITATOR, 10. BILL TORREY, 

12. SWEEP, 13. FLOPS, 14. DESJARDINS, 18. SHUTS OUT, 19. OSLO, 20. NOLAN, 21. TROUNCE 

DOWN 1. AD-LIB, 2. LEVELLED, 3. ROGER, 4. RUTHERFORD, 5. NATS, 6. SCREENS, 9. STEPHENSON, 11. ROBINSON, 

12. SIMPSON, 15. JOUST, 16. SMOKE, 17. HULL 


#FrozenMemories 


Backyard perfection 



OUTDOOR ICE RINK Liners, Support Brackets, Boards, Resurfacers and ALL the accessories! 
Details-lnstructions-Videos-Photos-Chat at NiceRink.COm or call 888.642.3746 S ■ 






OVERTIME WITH KEN CAMPBELL 


CAN’T GET ENOUGH CAMPBELL? GO TO THEHOCKEYNEWS.COM FOR DAILY UPDATES 



HURRY UP HND 
DROP THE PUCK 

After a season that was bordering on milquetoast, 
2015-16 promises to be more champagne and caviar 




HO WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THE 

day would come when we'd 
greet a Chicago Blackhawk Cup 
title with a yawn? Admit it, these 
guys are getting just a little too good at 
this. And it's no coincidence the only two 
teams to win the Cup in the past four 
seasons - the Blackhawks and the Los 
Angeles Kings - have become masters of 
knowing how to pace themselves before 
starting to play for keeps. 

Calculating, efficient and brilliant? Ab- 
solutely Compelling and exciting? Not so 
much. Unless you cheered for the Black- 
hawks and Tampa Bay Lightning, the 
Stanley Cup final did not score terribly 
high on the excitement meter. It was a 
series dominated by grinders and min- 
ute munchers, with the real stars chip- 
ping in once in a while. 

Actually, it was a fitting final for a fit- 
ting 2014-15 season. Meh. When one of 
the biggest stories of the year is an out- 
break of mumps, that's a sign you need 
to breathe some life into your product. 
The league failed to produce a 90-point 
scorer or the equivalent for the first time 
in 50 years, and shootouts, once an in- 
teresting sideshow, became more of a 
goaltending competition. The league 
outlawed the spin-o-rama on shootout 
moves prior to last season. Good work. 

But just as Sidney Crosby and Alex 
Ovechkin and a host of new wrinkles 
resurrected the game a decade ago, 
there's hope on the horizon this sea- 
son. Has it really been 10 years since 
'Sid the Kid' and 'The Great 8' entered 
the stratosphere? They grow up so fast, 
even if Crosby still looks like he's 18 and 
Ovechkin occasionally acts like it. With 
Connor McDavid and jack Eichel ready 
to assume their places on the world's 
biggest frozen stage, we can only hope 
they duplicate what Crosby and Ovech- 
kin did. And these guys are positioned to 
do it. Not since that reinvigorating 2005- 


06 season have two more dynamic and 
franchise-altering players entered the 
league at the same time. We'll have to 
wait until Dec. 6, when the Sabres visit 
Edmonton, to see the two square off, but 
the good thing is both teams should still 
be in the playoff race by that time. 

Actually, there's a lot to be jacked 
about when you think about it. The 
Oilers may not make the playoffs, but 
they'll be more fun to watch. And the 
Sabres have gone from having nobody 
who could play center to three poten- 
tial stars if Eichel and Sam Reinhart join 
Ryan O'Reilly down the middle. They've 
remodeled their forward lines, and they 
have Evander Kane and GM Tim Murray, 
who are prone to spitting out whatever 
is on their minds. 

There's more! Three-on-three over- 
time, a huge hit in the AHL last sea- 
son, represents one of the few times 
the people who control this game have 
been willing to do something drastic to 
change its complexion. It will cut the 
number of shootouts in half, and, on the 
ice, the trading of chances among play- 
ers gassed from covering all that empty 
ice will be something to behold. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs will be putrid, 
but with Mike Babcock behind the bench, 
the pain will be compelling. Leafs players 
will be something they haven't been for 
a couple of seasons - accountable and 
hard-working - and it will be interesting 
to see how Babcock manages his optimis- 
tic outlook as the losses pile up. 

The Arizona Coyotes could have a 
lineup loaded with blue-chip prospects. 
The New Jersey Devils will be more ex- 
citing by virtue of the fact Lou Lamori- 
ello isn't their GM anymore. Who knows 
if the Philadelphia Flyers will be any 
better, but how can you not be excited 
about a Hextall-Hakstol tandem as GM 
and coach? You can't make this stuff up. 

The Washington Capitals have made 


3-0N-3 OVERTIME: ONE 
OF THE FEW TIMES THE 
PEOPLE IN CONTROL 
HOVE BEEN WILLING TO 
DO SOMETHING DRASTIC 


some intriguing moves designed at put- 
ting them over the hump and into a Cup 
final, and the Anaheim Ducks have add- 
ed grit that will make them even more 
difficult to play against. The Columbus 
Blue Jackets accelerated their rebuild by 
taking advantage of Chicago's cap woes, 
and the Dallas Stars added Cup winners. 
The San Jose Sharks served notice they 
intend to get back into the playoffs by 
acquiring Joel Ward, Paul Martin and 
Martin Jones, but exactly whom are they 
going to unseat to get there? 

And then there's Pittsburgh Penguins. 
They're for sale, by the way And they 
now have Phil Kessel, which will make 
them even more explosive than they 
were before. It wouldn't be surprising 
to see Kessel score 45, maybe even 50, 
playing in a place that could not be bet- 
ter suited to his demeanor. Whether it 
actually improves the Penguins or con- 
tinues to make them playoff patsies is 
open to debate. 

League-wide, there were enough 
front-office changes to keep us here at 
THN occupied over the summer, and 
change is always a good thing when 
you're looking for excitement. But sum- 
mer is over now, and it's almost time to 
drop the puck. We can't wait. ES 
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The winning car in North 
America’s first auto race 
uses Valvoline motor oil 
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Valvoline introduces 
all-climate, all-season oil; | 
now people don’t have to 
switch oils for each season 


Valvoline launches 
DuraBlend™, the first 
synthetic blend motor oil 


Valvoline introduces its 
first Engine Warranty 
program, offering up to 
500,000 KM of protection 
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Valvoline invented the engine oil category almost 150 years ago - and we haven't stopped pushing new innovations since. 

OVER lao YEARS UNDER THE HOOD 
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CHEVROLET 



TRUE NORTH STRONG 

NO MATTER YOUR COOROINATES 


Highest Ranked Large Light Duty Pickup in initial Quality in the U.S * 


Available Best-in-Class V8 Fuel Efficiency.** 



Longest Pickup Warranty in Canada. 60,000 km more than Ford and Ram.^ 


CHEVY SILVERAD0 1500. TRUE NORTH STRONG. 


*The Chevrolet Silverado LD received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles among large light duty pickups in 
2015 U.S. Initial Quality Study®”. Study based on responses from 84,367 U.S. new-vehicle owners, measuring 244 models and measures opinions 
after 90 days of ownership. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of U.S. owners surveyed in February-May 2015. 
Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. **2015 Silverado 1500 with available 5.3L EcoTec3 V8 engine equipped with a 6-speed automatic 
transmission has a fuel-consumption rating of 12.7 L/100 km combined (4x2) and 13.0 L/100 km combined (4x4). Fuel-consumption ratings 
based on GM testing in accordance with new 2015 model-year Government of Canada approved test methods. Refer to vehicles.nrcan.gc.ca 
for details. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. Comparison based on wardsauto.com 2015 Large Pickup segment and latest competitive 
information available. Competitive fuel-consumption ratings based on 2014 Natural Resources Canada’s Fuel Consumption Guide. Excludes 
other GM vehicles. ^Based on wardsauto.com 2015 Large Pickup segment and latest competitive information available at time of printing. 

Excludes other GM vehicles. 5-year/160,000 kilometre Powertrain Limited Warranty, whichever comes first. See dealer for details. 


©2015 General Motors of Canada Limited. All rights reserved. Chevrolet® Chevrolet emblem® Chevy™ ECOTEC® GM® Silverado® 





